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Becoming Rooted: Lent 2022
I pray that God may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power
through the Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts, as you are being rooted and
grounded in love.
-Ephesians 3:16-17
What keeps you grounded? Where do you put down your roots? Life will teach us that if we run
after transient things or look outside ourselves for lasting Peace, we will be easily tossed around
by inevitable challenges and changes. When we stop and pause; when we look inward and seek
that which will never pass away within ourselves, we become rooted. In St. Paul’s letter to the
Ephesians he invites us to see how that which will never pass away dwells within us! He invites
us to remember how we meet Christ in our soul when we root and ground ourselves in love. Our
faith tells us that when we ground in Love we touch the eternal within our being. We become
fearless. We become free. Lent is a season of, “becoming rooted,” in this way. Lent marks the
time when Jesus, hearing the call of the Spirit, retreats to the desert to look within and discover a
vision of the realm of God to carry to the people. During Lent we join him on this vision quest
by committing to spiritual practices, making room to deepen our awareness of life, our sense of
relatedness, and the quality of love we bring to our relationships.
Our Lenten theme, “Becoming Rooted,” is inspired by the title of Rev. Dr. Randy Woodley’s
100 day devotional. Randy, who recently offered a story at our church, founded Eloheh Farm an
Indigenous Center for Earth Justice in Yamhill, Oregon. Eloheh means, “harmony,” in the
Cherokee language. In his book he writes, “The wisdom of Indigenous traditions emphasizes the
importance of restoring the relationships that exist among Creator, humans, animals, and the
Earth—what I call the community of creation.” Cultivating wholeness and restoring our
relationships with Creator and the community of creation, is how we become grounded in Love
and rooted in God. We practice remembering this during Lent. We are so blessed to have each
other as a faith community to help remind each other to commit to this beautiful intention and
simple practice. There are a variety of ways we are helping each other observe the journey of
Lent these next 40 days. We are all invited to read the 40 day Lenten devotional, “A Grounded
Faith: Reconnecting with Creator and Creation in the Season of Lent.” We still have a few
copies available in the church office. Also, every Wednesday during Lent from 4-5PM,
beginning on March 9, all are invited to join me at the church for “Sacred Conversations on
Becoming Rooted.” Finally, during worship service on March 6th we will be invited to set our
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intentions for Lent during our “Family Sunday,” worship service. What can you do during these
next 40 days that helps restore your relationship with God and the community of creation? Is it
carving out time for silence each day? Is it spending more time outside? Is it being intentional
about making more time for family? Is it learning to see the community of creation as also being
your family? Is it planting a garden? How are you being called to live more fully and love more
deeply? What is your practice of, “becoming rooted and grounded in Love?” These are the
questions the Spirit gives to us during the season of Lent, and as a faith community, we embrace
the journey together.
In the roots, Pastor Brendan

Ash Wednesday. March 2
We will begin our Lenten journey of becoming rooted in spirit by
tending a fire together in the front courtyard. All are invited to gather
by the fire in the courtyard at any point between the hours of 5 and
8PM. Pastor Brendan and others will be present to offer prayer,
blessing and ashes to all who gather. If you prefer to not receive ashes,
please feel free to just join us for a blessing.

Sacred Conversations During Lent
Every Wednesday during Lent from 4-5 pm in Pastor Brendan's office, all are invited to join
together for a time of prayer, conversation and reflection on our Lent devotional. Our first
gathering will be Wednesday, March 9th. Let's honor the sacredness of the Lenten season
together.

"Becoming Rooted" (Earth-centered Lenten devotional)
Lent begins on Wednesday, March 2 and our theme for Lent this year is
"becoming rooted." I'd like to invite everyone to purchase the devotional
that goes along with our theme written by our neighbor, Randy Woodly,
from Eloheh Farm (Yamhill, Oregon). You can learn more about the
devotional and purchase it digitally or in paperback at the link below.
Copies are also available in the church office.
Earth-centered Lenten Devotional Available Now | Act for State
Divestment | Eloheh Workday | Braiding Sweetgrass| Becoming Rooted
on Facebook Live (mailchi.mp)
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EASTER TULIPS
We are taking Tulips plant orders for Easter Sunday, April 17. These can be
purchased in honor and/or in memory of loved ones and will be placed in the
Sanctuary for Easter Sunday. The cost is $10 each. [Order deadline is
Sunday, April 10] Plants can be taken home following worship.
Your Name: _________________________________
Number of Tulips: _______
In memory of: ___________________________________________
In honor of: _____________________________________________

Joys, Concerns & Prayer Requests
How to get on the prayer chain—Are you or someone you know in need
of extra prayer support? Our church has a confidential prayer chain
ministry. If you’d like to be added to this prayer chain, please contact the
church office or Sandy Mueller at fguccpray@gmail.com. Thank you!
Sharing prayers in worship—If you would like your personal prayer
concerns shared with the community during worship service on Sunday
mornings, please submit them to the church office by 4:00PM on Thursday afternoons via email
to elena @fgucc.org with the title "prayer request" in the subject line.
Prayer Shawls—Do you, or someone you know, need a prayer shawl? Please contact Elena in
the church office to make a request at 503-357-9121 or elena@fgucc.org.
Prayer Shawl Knitting—Please join us for knitting this month via Zoom on Wednesdays
March 2 and 16, from 2-4PM. The link to Zoom will be sent to everyone in the prayer shawl
knitting group via email. If you’d like to participate, please call or email Elena.








Please remember Myra Beeler’s son, Perry, as he recovers from recent major surgery for
acute diverticulitis.
Please remember Alice Hoskins’ son-in-law, Steve and his wife Margo, as Steve recovers
from a skiing accident last month.
Please remember Carol Benner as she continues to recover from a fall last month and is in
rehab here in Forest Grove.
Please remember Craig Moritz and his family as Craig prepares for 9-12 months of every
other week Chemotherapy and Radiation treatments at OHSU. After 2-years of battling
Multiple Myeloma Cancer and having that go into remission, he was recently diagnosed
with a second exceedingly rare Cancer called Ewing’s Sarcoma, which is intertwined with
the soft tissue in his back and spinal cord.
Please remember Jobina Lacock as she continues to recover from surgery.
Prayers for Lorren Fletcher’s wife, Beverly Fletcher, who is currently in rehab at Hillsboro
Health and Rehabilitation Center.
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Melissa, Blake, Sydney & Hannah Timm, Peggy Alexander, Malinda and Liam Alexander
and Kim Chattelier thank you for your continued prayers as we prepare for Bill
Alexander’s celebration of life on Saturday, March 26 in Bill’s home church in Santa
Barbara, California. The service will be on Zoom and any interested in attending online
can contact Melissa Timm for the Zoom link at 4MelissaTimm@gmail.com.)
Please continue to pray for Carol Brown and her family.
Please continue prayers for Bob Browning. He welcomes and appreciates cards at:
EmpRes Hillsboro Health and Rehabilitation Center, 1778 NE Cornell Road, Hillsboro, OR
97124

Opportunity to Create Art for Worship—We are looking for ways to integrate more art
into worship. If you are interested in joining the Worship-Art Team, please contact Elaine Foy
via text or email at 859-492-2665, aelainefoy@gmail.com

Opportunity to Participate in Worship—We are offering the opportunity to anyone
who is interested to lead the call to worship and peace candle blessing. We currently have a short
list of regular readers and would like to expand that list so others can participate in worship in
this meaningful way. As of now we’re lining up readers one week at a time, but want to
establish a regular schedule for the remainder of the year. If you are interested, please let us
know. Thank you and don’t hesitate to ask questions if you need further information.

Flowers for the Chancel Table—We need volunteers to provide flowers for Sunday
mornings. There’s a sign-up sheet in the narthex with schedule for 2022 and we’d love to see
this schedule filled up. If you have any questions, let us know. Thank you so much!

Communion Servers—We are in need of a few more people to serve communion on the first
Sunday of the month. If you are interested, please contact Terri Wyborny for more information and to
sign up at 714-883-3274 or tlwyborny@gmail.com. Thank you!

Best wishes to all of you celebrating birthdays in March
Tori Eaton—3
Jimmy Houx—7
Yvonne Stacey—9
Peggy Alexander—10
Drew Horn—11
Lois Johnston—16
Ben Lawrence—16
Michael Colvin—18
Craig Karge-Moritz—22
Hannah Timm—22
Paul Edwards—26
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Camp Adams Summer 2022
Registration is open for youth summer camp programs at Camp Adams this
summer. Scholarships are available through Camp Adams as well as Forest
Grove UCC. (Please contact Elena for FGUCC scholarship information.)

Session DatesTaller and Smaller (completed K-3rd w/ adult) July 5-8, 2022
Exodus (completed 9th-12th) July 10-16, 2022
Sojourners (completed 7th-8th) July 24-29, 2022
Discoverers (completed 5th-6th) July 31-August 5, 2022
Genesis/Seekers (completed 2nd-4th) August 7-12, 2022
There is a registration button at the bottom of the campadams.org home page that will take
interested campers to the online registration system.
Scholarships will once again be available. Please have those interested complete this form and
return it to me (Natalie Becker- campadams.om@gmail.com or 18499 S. Hwy 211, Molalla, OR
97038). As always, please contact me if you have any questions and THANK YOU for your
support of Outdoor Ministries and Camp Adams! Here’s the link for the scholarship: Camp
Adams Scholarship Form 2022.pdf 146 KB • Download
— Natalie Becker, Camp Adams

Pledges and Contributions
Thank you for continuing to keep your pledges current. You can sign up for
electronic giving with Vanco, which is a very simple option and setup, and
fees are very low (let us know if you’d like more information). You can use
PayPal on our church's website at www.fgucc.org. If you have questions or
need more information, please contact Elena at elena@fgucc.org or (503)
357-9121. Thank you for your generosity and support!

Year-round Fundraising made simple via Amazon Smile!
If you are interested in a simple way to benefit the church when you shop
on Amazon, you can shop directly via the church's Amazon Smile account.
In doing so, the church gets credited directly for any purchases you make.
The following link will direct you to shop at smile.amazon.com and
automatically generate donations for Forest Grove UCC. We also encourage
you to bookmark this, so all your eligible shopping will benefit the church:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/93-0419356. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to let
us know. Thank you!
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Can & Bottle Collection Fundraiser
Thanks to everyone for your continued support of the Can & Bottle Collection for our FGUCC
Youth Ministry. As of February 25 we have raised $1,590! If you want to participate in this
easy fundraiser, blue bags are available for you to pick up at church. For any additional questions
please contact the church office. Thanks again!

CPR Class Being Offered at FGUCC
A CPR class is scheduled for Monday, March 28 from 12-4PM in
Fellowship Hall. This class is limited to 10 people. First come, first
serve due to small class size. Please contact Elena in the church office to
sign up at 503-357-9121 or elena@fgucc.org.

March 2022 Dew Drop Workshops, with Jeane Canon
Jeane offers workshops that include an Essential Oils
Introductory Class a few times each month; they are held on
occasional Tuesday evenings and one Saturday afternoon (the
workshop schedule varies; see current calendar*). These
workshops are great for beginners and often include make &
take projects. Please contact Jeane right away to let her know if
you would like to join a workshop via Zoom; Jeane will provide
you with the Zoom link, workshop materials and supplies for
projects in advance.
*You can find the most current calendar of upcoming Dew Drop Workshop sessions on the
bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall, or contact Jeane for more information:
jeanecanon@yahoo.com or 503-997-7228. Everyone is welcome to attend.

Livestreaming Update
Thank you for your ongoing patience as we continue
to navigate the ins and outs of this new to us
technology. The good news is that we're getting closer
to our goal. We now have fiber-optic communication
which allows us to have much faster uploading/
downloading capabilities. We'll continue to keep you
posted on developments.
If you have any questions, please let us know.
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Sunday, March 6 is FIRST Sunday with BEST for Recycling

Reminder regarding Batteries!
A few months ago Eric Canon took the batteries and fluorescent bulbs into Metro to dispose of
them and learned something new and important: alkaline batteries can be placed in the trash.
They are not considered toxic waste. Other batteries are considered toxic and should not go into
the trash. But if your battery says "alkaline" on it, Metro recommends you simply put it in the
garbage.
We will accept other batteries that are considered toxic, including hearing aid, lithium, normal
and heavy duty as well as rechargeable, and dispose of property at Metro. If in doubt, bring all
batteries to us on first Sunday and we will sort them out.
We can no longer take any packing materials except air pillows. Also, we are not accepting wine
corks or planting pots at this time. Here’s what we “do” welcome on the First Sunday at
FGUCC.

Here’s the list of recycling we welcome:
 Real block and food Styrofoam, colored and dyes are okay
 #6 plastics, such as Solo cups and bowls, “to go” coffee lids, and some cookie trays and
to-go containers (check the recycling # to make sure it’s a #6)
 Air pillows (Bonnie takes to UPS)
 Fluorescent light bulbs
 Batteries
 Candle wax (the Prickett family will use)

PLEASE NOTE: #1 plastic tubs can go curbside. Other #1 plastics can now be recycled at
events such as James' Recycling, but not on First Sunday. Please be sure to check recycling # on
your plastics before delivering them to church, and make sure everything is CLEAN. THANK
YOU!

We accept any time (in the boxes over the coat racks):
 Cell phones – (You can also take phone back to the store where it was purchased.)
 Printer cartridges (the church gets cash for these or they can go back to the store where
purchased.)

Special Notes:
Message from Eric: If you're dropping off batteries, CFL's, fluorescent tubes or items for Metro
please fill out the sheet provided for Metro.
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UCC Northwest Regional Women’s Retreat XIII
Save the date for this wonderful Women’s retreat that happens only every 3
years!
In case you haven’t already heard, this retreat is happening in November. The theme is "Waves
of Peace." This event fills up fast, so take a look at pertinent information here from Carol
Kiriluk, who is in charge of publicity.
The UCC Northwest Regional Women’s Retreat welcomes women to Salishan Resort on the
Oregon coast for our regional retreat November 4-6. Explore the website at www.nrwr.org for
information on speakers, workshops, the venue and registration. You may contact Carol Kiriluk
with questions at ck5.maple@gmail.com, or any member of the committee as listed on the
website. Thank you, Carol Kiriluk

One Great Hour of Sharing 2022
The theme for One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) for 2022 is "Love Remains”
Message from the National office of United Church of Christ
Greetings in the name of Christ!
Thank you for your support of the One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS)
offering. This offering supports the UCC’s Wider Church Ministries. Our
ability to provide Disaster Ministries, Refugee Ministries, and Sustainable
Development initiatives are a result of your generosity. Together, we can be
present in tangible ways, putting love into action to respond to ongoing and
emerging needs in communities locally and worldwide.
In 2021, with the help of generous congregations and individual donors, the UCC stood with
domestic and global communities devastated by natural disasters, pandemic, conflicts and wars
to restore hope. Through your gifts to OGHS, the UCC worked collaboratively with
Conferences, local, national, and global partners to provide clean water, food, education, health
care, resettlement for refugees and displaced persons, emergency relief, and disaster
preparedness and response.
This year, we will celebrate OGHS on Sunday, March 27 with the theme "Love Remains,”
based on 1 Corinthians 13:13. While thousands of congregations will receive the OGHS offering
on this day, we are grateful for your generous gifts whenever they are received throughout the
year.
Donations for this year’s offering will be accepted through the end of March. Checks may
be made payable to FGUCC with memo “OGHS.”
For more information on One Great Hour of Sharing you can visit: www.ucc.org/oghs
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Opportunity for Outreach to Support Homeless
As a current volunteer with the Forest Grove Foundation
(which oversaw Winter Shelter a few years back) Carole Clark
is reaching out to bring awareness to a way of supporting
outreach efforts by directly purchasing supplies online for their
team.
“We were all a family of dedicated volunteers who demonstrated
much compassion through our service to our homeless population
helping at Winter Shelter. We are extending to you the opportunity to
continue to help in a different way. Several links have been created to the Foundation's Amazon account
where most needed supplies are listed. When you access the list, please choose in the "filter and sort" drop
down menu "highest to lowest priority." This list will be updated on a regular basis, as items may change
seasonally.”
This is the direct link: https://a.co/71aC7mY
Also here are three additional links: https://forestgrovefoundation.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FGFoundation/posts/1373780983064620
https://forestgrovefoundation.org/donate/
Thank you for your support! Carole Clark

Elijah’s Barrel for Emergency Food Bank
We are collecting food and other dry goods for our Elijah’s Barrel. Each month the food
collected will be donated to St. Vincent De Paul at St. Anthony’s Catholic Church for their
Emergency Food Box Program for low income families in the Forest Grove Community.

The following is a list of items that people can really use:












Non-perishable milk
Cooking oil
Salt, Pepper and other commonly used spices
Tea and coffee
Sugar and flour
Tuna and crackers
Mayo, ketchup, mustard
Cake mix and frosting (kid's birthdays!)
Dish and laundry soap
Stove top stuffing (evidently very popular)
Women's hygiene products

Thank you for supporting Elijah’s Barrel with your ongoing donations.
— Carol Pauli
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The Blessings Box Ministry needs your generosity!
It has been near empty for a while. Please think of the people in our community we serve
through this ministry when you go to the grocery store and get a few extra things for them.
Healthy food is encouraged! Organic fruits and veggies, yummy breads, soups and chicken
stock, oatmeal, cheese…anything easy that a child might cook. Or maybe double your next
recipe, put some in a container, write ingredients on the container and place it in the Blessing
Box fridge or freezer. You all have been so good for so long – Time to step up again. Thank
you!!!
— Mary Mullen

To Keep Up on the Happenings of FGUCC


Check out our webpage for up-to date information, classes and activities at
www.fgucc.org



Like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/fgucc



Join us for worship Sundays via Livestream on Facebook at www.facebook.com/fgucc



Subscribe to “This Week at FGUCC” (just send an email to elena@fgucc.org to indicate
you’d like to subscribe)
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Forest Grove UCC Staff
Moderator
Blake Timm—blakertimm@gmail.com

Pastor
Brendan Curran — brendan@fgucc.org
Phone: 401-318-2447

Office Manager
Elena Parker — elena@fgucc.org

Sexton
John Davis — sexton2862@gmail.com

Parish Nurse
Deva Harris-Williams — fguccparishnurse@gmail.com

Stephen Ministry
Renee Mills — millsrenergy@yahoo.com
Ken Prickett — qkenbettp@gmail.com

Director of Sanctuary Choir
Laura Frye — lajanefrye@gmail.com

Organist and Piano Accompanist
Paul Minor — Pminor@easystreet.net
Joannah — joannahball@gmail.com

Director of Children’s Choirs
Geneva Houx — geneva.houx@gmail.com

Director of Jubilate Handbell Choir
Cameron Heilman — cameronpheilman@gmail.com

Contact Information
2032 College Way  (Mail) P.O. Box 265
Forest Grove, OR 97116
Phone: (503) 357-9121  FAX: (503) 359-1462
Office email: elena@fgucc.org
Website: www.fgucc.org  Facebook: www.facebook.com/fgucc
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