The Viewpoint
News from the Forest Grove United
Church of Christ

April 2022
“Keep Singing”
“

The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were singing, “Hosanna to the Son
of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest
heaven!” -Matthew 21:9
Every year at this time we hear of the children singing, “Hosanna” and every year we join our
voices with theirs as we welcome, once again, the Prince of Peace declaring the realm of God to
our poor, violent, beleaguered world. In this season when we remember Christ’s passion we are
comforted by Jesus reminding us that not only is another world possible but she is in fact on her
way! Our tormented hearts might be asking by now, “How can we sing Hosanna when we see
bombs exploding on cities full of people? How can we sing Hosanna when we see all the
poverty around us and the devastation of the Earth? How can we sing in a time when, as a
world, our future depends on our practicing cooperation and solidarity, yet we see fingers of
blame pointed from halls of power at our society’s most vulnerable people? Our tired hearts will
ask, “How can we sing?” Our faith will answer every time, “How can you keep from singing?”
We still sing “Hosanna,” every year as an act of soul-survival! We sing to align our hearts with
the life of the one who indeed became one with the most vulnerable, whose seemingly weak and
vulnerable love is revealed at Easter as the song at the heart of the universe; a song that echoes
deep in our souls.
I can’t help but have the hymn, “How can I keep from singing,” stuck in my head these days,
particularly the verse that goes, “When tyrants tremble, sick with fear and hear their death knells
ringing; When friends rejoice both far and near, how can I keep from singing?” Indeed, may it
be so! All that said, I want to celebrate the joy of our actually being able to sing together these
days while COVID numbers are low. It’s so beautiful to hear our voices blending and I also
want to celebrate the many ways we, “keep singing!”
During this season of Lent, I have heard us harmonizing and keeping the song alive in a variety
of ways! Here are a few examples! I want to celebrate again how John Ball has worked
countless hours to update our internet connection in a way that will exponentially expand
possibilities for our livestreamed on-line ministry and our ability to stay connected! The
worship team and music ministry has worked together to enrich our lives with healing music and
enlivened our worship space this month with sacred art provided by some of our talented people
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like Myra Beeler! Many of us have been working to provide enrichment opportunities for
homeless youth. Others are advocating for ways to end gun violence. I’ve seen us planting
seeds together, learning how to combine our efforts, and helping each other to remember to take
pauses. Some of us have even taken a pause in Hawaii! (Well done!) We have also been
sending out hopeful notes of peace as shown in the prayers written on the beautiful Sunflowers
for Ukraine currently displayed in our windows! Let’s keep singing in all these ways despite the
heaviness of the times.
Speaking of our song, recently The LGBTQ community leader, actor, and singer Billy Porter
said to his haters, “Y’all can say what you want, because you’re breathing the fire of hate into an
ocean of love.” It’s during this sacred time of the year that we remember how despite the fires
we might see all around us, we can access that ocean within when we keep singing… and so we
do. Happy Easter!
Love,
Pastor Brendan

Sacred Conversations Continue During
Lent
Every Wednesday during Lent from 4-5 pm in Pastor Brendan's office,
all are invited to join together for a time of prayer, conversation and
reflection on our Lent devotional. Let's honor the sacredness of the
Lenten season together.

Screening of the documentary, "The March" is set for next
Sunday April 3rd, 2pm in the Sanctuary.
Filmed in 1963, the film follows marchers from points
across the county as they proceed to Washington DC and
participate in the historic March on Washington for Jobs
and Freedom on August 28th, 1963. Restored beautifully
by the US National Archives, the film has rarely been
seen by US audiences despite being shown all over the
world in 40 languages. The filmmaker is a close relative
of a Forest Grove community member. It includes
performances by Marian Anderson, Joan Baez, and Odetta, as well as the main body of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.’s historic "I Have a Dream '' speech. Rev. Gene Hill, a member of the
Forest Grove United Church of Christ who was at the march in 1963, will be our special guest at
the viewing of the documentary to share his testimony.
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Palm-Passion Sunday, April 10, Worship at 10 AM—Please join us for this special
worship service.

Maundy Thursday/Tenebrae Service—14 April 7pm—Sweeping from the power
and theatricality of Palm Sunday to the startling joy of Easter, it’s easy to skip over the essential
devastation that come between. Plan to attend this service that recalls Jesus’ last supper with the
disciples and then moves into the darkness betrayal and death. This is the path of resurrection
and life; remembering and experiencing the dark in this time opens the space in our lives for
Easter to be deeply felt and celebrated. The service will be held in the sanctuary. Sanctuary
Choir will provide music and we’ll share communion.

EASTER DAY, Sunday, April 17:
 Easter Sunrise Service at 6:00 AM—Please join us for a special Easter Sunrise worship
service at Thatcher Park (on the corner of Thatcher and David Hill Roads). Jeannine
Murrell and Pamelajean Myers will lead this meaningful service. All are welcome!
 Easter Day Worship at 10 AM—Please join us Easter morning for a jubilant service of
worship filled with music presented by the Sanctuary Choir

EASTER TULIPS
We are taking Tulips plant orders for Easter Sunday, April 17. These can
be purchased in honor and/or in memory of loved ones and will be
placed in the Sanctuary for Easter Sunday. The cost is $10 each. [Order
deadline is Sunday, April 10] Plants can be taken home following
worship.
Your Name: _________________________________
Number of Tulips: _______
In memory of: _____________________________________________
In honor of: _______________________________________________
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Joys, Concerns & Prayer Requests
 Please keep Charla Gladden in your prayers as she recovers from
recent hip replacement surgery.
 Please remember Myra Beeler’s son, Perry, as he continues to recover
from major surgery for acute diverticulitis.
 Please remember Alice Hoskins’ son-in-law, Steve and his wife
Margo, as Steve continues to recover from a skiing accident a few
months ago.
 Please remember Carol Benner as she continues to recover from a fall.
 Please remember Craig Moritz and his family as Craig prepares for 9-12 months of every
other week Chemotherapy and Radiation treatments at OHSU. After 2-years of battling
Multiple Myeloma Cancer and having that go into remission, he was recently diagnosed
with a second exceedingly rare Cancer called Ewing’s Sarcoma, which is intertwined
with the soft tissue in his back and spinal cord.
 Please remember Jobina Lacock as she continues to recover from surgery.
 Please continue to pray for Carol Brown and her family.
 Prayers for Lorren Fletcher’s wife, Beverly Fletcher, who is currently in rehab at EmpRes
Hillsboro Health and Rehabilitation Center.
 Please continue prayers for Bob Browning. He welcomes and appreciates cards at:
EmpRes Hillsboro Health and Rehabilitation Center, 1778 NE Cornell Road, Hillsboro,
OR 97124

Continued Prayers—Prayers of healing and comfort for all who have ongoing concerns,
including Deena Barrett, Ann and Russ Dondero, Paul and Stephanie Edwards, Lillian Gimre,
Max Groszmann, Lois Johnston, Carlene Krueger, Jean & Bob Nixon, Stella Schrag, Yvonne
Stacey, Holly & Sherri Vann and their family, and any other friends and family of our church,
not named here.

Sharing prayers in worship—If you would like your personal prayer concerns shared with
the community during worship service on Sunday mornings, please submit them to the church
office by 4:00PM on Thursday afternoons via email to elena@fgucc.org with the title "prayer
request" in the subject line.

How to get on the prayer chain—Are you or someone you know in need of extra prayer
support? Our church has a confidential prayer chain ministry. If you’d like to be added to this
prayer chain, please contact the church office or Sandy Mueller at fguccpray@gmail.com.
Thank you!

Prayer Shawls—Do you, or someone you know, need a prayer shawl? Please call or email
Elena in the church office to make a request at 503-357-9121 or elena@fgucc.org.

Prayer Shawl Knitting—Please join us for knitting this month via Zoom on Wednesdays
April 6 and 20, from 2-4PM. The link to Zoom will be sent to everyone in the prayer shawl
knitting group via email. If you’d like to participate, please call or email Elena.
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Grubby Sunday, April 10
Please join us on Sunday, April 10 immediately following
worship to participate in our “Spring Clean-up” Grubby Sunday!
We will be doing some cleanup work of the church grounds in
preparation for Easter Sunday and spring/summer season, so be
sure to wear your grubby clothing.

Communion and Community
I asked someone to help serve communion one day, and they said, “I
can't do that, I'm not good enough.” Jesus would never say any of us
are 'not good enough' for service – we are all ministers to one
another in some way, whether called to ordination, teaching, or
vacuuming our physical space.
If you feel called to serve the church community, please consider
being a communion server. This is a meaningful way to interact with your church family, and
requires only a small amount of time. We meet on the first Sunday of each month at 9:15AM in
the church kitchen to prepare and arrange the elements, then move into Pastor Brendan's office at
9:45AM for a prayer to dedicate our service. We serve during the worship service, and clean up
after. There is a wondrous sacredness about seeing the faces we love as we serve this Holy
Sacrament. Please consider joining us! You may contact Terri Wyborny for more information
and to sign up at 714-883-3274 or tlwyborny@gmail.com. Thank you!
Terri Wyborny and Bev Maughan

Build-a-Bus update
We have $19,376 in our Build-a-Bus fund! We are so grateful
for the generosity of our church members (and a few nonmembers), stepping up to improve our church vehicle. We have
been advised that our bus is a good bus with "good bones" so
we're looking into the possibility of fixing it up rather than
purchasing another used bus. We are getting estimates from an
auto mechanic, a mobility vehicle specialist, a flooring person
and a sound system specialist. When those estimates are
assembled, F&P will help us decide on the viability of keeping our bus. Any excess funds would
be designated for future maintenance and repairs. Stay tuned!
— Ken Prickett and Bonnie McDowell
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Women’s Spirituality Retreat
Women of the church – It is time to gather! All women
from ages 12-112 are invited to join us for a day-long retreat
at Stub Stewart State Park from 9am-4pm on Saturday,
April 30th. Our proposed theme is "Renewal"! Terri
Wyborny has graciously agreed to be our keynote speaker
and we have high hopes of including other congregation
members in leading us in music, hiking, meditation and art
options. At this point in our planning, the fee is $25, which includes our rental space,
expenditures and food; however no one will be turned away. If this fee is a challenge, please talk
with a committee member.
Please send registration payment to Elena Parker at the church office (FGUCC, P.O. Box
265), and email Sheila Harter sheilaharter@hotmail.com of your intention to attend by
Friday, April 22nd.
The Renewal Retreat Committee!
Sheila Harter, Melissa Timm, Wendy White, Amber Hoodenpyl

Camp Adams Summer 2022
Registration is open for youth summer camp programs at Camp Adams this
summer. Scholarships are available through Camp Adams as well as Forest
Grove UCC. (Please contact Elena for FGUCC scholarship information.)

Session DatesTaller and Smaller (completed K-3rd w/ adult) July 5-8, 2022
Exodus (completed 9th-12th) July 10-16, 2022
Sojourners (completed 7th-8th) July 24-29, 2022
Discoverers (completed 5th-6th) July 31-August 5, 2022
Genesis/Seekers (completed 2nd-4th) August 7-12, 2022
There is a registration button at the bottom of the campadams.org home page that will take
interested campers to the online registration system.
Scholarships will once again be available. Please have those interested complete this form and
return it to me (Natalie Becker- campadams.om@gmail.com or 18499 S. Hwy 211, Molalla, OR
97038). As always, please contact me if you have any questions and THANK YOU for your
support of Outdoor Ministries and Camp Adams! Here’s the link for the scholarship: Camp
Adams Scholarship Form 2022.pdf 146 KB • Download
— Natalie Becker, Camp Adams
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Livestreaming Update
Thank you for your ongoing patience as we navigated
the ins and outs of this technology. Many thanks to
John Ball for investing uncountable hours of work to
get systems up and running. We are now successfully
livestreaming worship service highlights, including
scripture reading and Pastor Brendan’s reflection.
If you have any questions, please let us know.

Best wishes to all of you celebrating birthdays in April!
Els Abma—2
Paul Johnson—3
Vivi Houx—9
Gail Burrus—10
Lily Mullen—11
Diane Jackson—12
Kendra Vann—12
Margerette Cooney—20

Sarah Ball—20
James Houx—20
Darrell Lawrence—23
Holly Vann—23
Ryan Jones—27
Geoff Johnston—28
John Davis—28
Rusty Bradford—30

Pledges and Contributions
Thank you for continuing to keep your pledges current. You can sign up for
electronic giving with Vanco, which is a very simple option and setup, and
fees are very low (let us know if you’d like more information). You can use
PayPal on our church's website at www.fgucc.org. If you have questions or
need more information, please contact Elena at elena@fgucc.org or (503)
357-9121. Thank you for your generosity and support!

Year-round Fundraising made simple via Amazon Smile!
If you are interested in a simple way to benefit the church when you shop
on Amazon, you can shop directly via the church's Amazon Smile account.
In doing so, the church gets credited directly for any purchases you make.
The following link will direct you to shop at smile.amazon.com and
automatically generate donations for Forest Grove UCC. We also encourage
you to bookmark this, so all your eligible shopping will benefit the church:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/93-0419356. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to let
us know. Thank you!
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Can & Bottle Collection Fundraiser
Thank you for your steady support of the Can & Bottle Collection for our
FGUCC Youth Ministry. To date we have raised $1,636. If you want to
participate in this easy fundraiser, blue bags are available to pick up in the
church office. For any additional questions please contact Elena at 503-3579121 or elena@fgucc.org.

First Sunday with BEST Team is on April 3
Reminder regarding Batteries!
Alkaline batteries can be placed in the trash as they are not considered
toxic waste. So if your battery says "alkaline" on it, Metro recommends
you simply put it in the garbage. Other batteries are considered toxic, so
please do not throw them in the garbage, but instead bring them to your
FGUCC BEST Team for proper disposal at Metro. We will accept other
batteries that are considered toxic, including hearing aid, lithium, normal
and heavy duty as well as rechargeable. If in doubt, bring all batteries to us
on first Sunday and we will sort them out.

Here’s recycling we welcome:







Real block and food Styrofoam, colored and dyes are okay
#6 plastics, such as Solo cups and bowls, “to go” coffee lids, and some cookie trays
Air pillows (Bonnie takes to UPS)
Fluorescent light bulbs
Batteries
Candle wax (the Prickett family will use)

PLEASE NOTE: #1 plastic tubs can go curbside. Other #1 plastics can now be recycled at
events such as James' Recycling, but not on First Sunday. Be sure to check recycling # on your
plastics before delivering them to church, and make sure everything is CLEAN. THANK YOU!
We can no longer take any packing materials except air pillows. Also, we are not accepting wine
corks or planting pots at this time.

We accept any time (in the boxes over the coat racks):



Cell phones – (You can also take phone back to the store where it was purchased.)
Printer cartridges (the church gets cash for these or they can go back to the store where
purchased.)

Message from Eric: If you're dropping off batteries, CFL's, fluorescent tubes or items for Metro
please fill out the sheet provided for Metro.
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Wedding Bells for two church ministries!
Elijah's Barrel and the Blessing Box have become one as part of our expanding food
ministry. We will continue to collect food and household necessities in Elijah's Barrel, but
instead of going to St. Anthony's, it will go to our Blessing Box Shelves at the church entrance
on Main Street. Did you know that the metal shelves outside those doors are sponsored and
maintained by our church Blessing Box ministry? The Blessing Box ministry also maintains the
refrigerator and freezer located at the church entrance on Main Street. The members see many
families coming to the shelves and fridge in the early evening to gather food. We do not require
any registration, so people are able to get what they need anonymously and when it is needed.
Some ideas:
 ﻬIf you purchase a large quantity of something, put some of the surplus in the
fridge/freezer for others.
 ﻬIf you are a thrift shopper, gather can openers to put out, they are always useful.
 ﻬShop the clearance aisle in the grocery store
 ﻬLook for discontinued foods for bargains
 ﻬWhen staples are on sale, grab a few extra (pasta, canned veg)
 ﻬWhen you clean out your freezer (I'm never going to cook this), bring it to the BB!
Things that are not allowed with food supplement cards are especially welcome, that saves
family money for rent, gas, and clothing:
 ﻬspices-salt, pepper, cinnamon, cumin, chili powder, turmeric
 ﻬdishwashing soap, laundry soap, body soap
 ﻬfeminine hygiene products are always needed
Helpful things:
 ﻬ-Pop-top foods
 ﻬ-Grab and go foods
Welcome items:
 ﻬCake mixes and canned frosting, candles for a child's birthday cake
 ﻬPeanut butter and jelly (always!)
 ﻬcooking oil
 ﻬcereal
 ﻬpowdered milk
 ﻬtoilet paper
 ﻬramen
 ﻬcanned fruit, veg, soup, chili
With the fridge and freezer available ﻬeggs
 ﻬyogurt
 ﻬextra produce
 ﻬfrozen foods
 ﻬbutter or margarine
The Food Ministries of FGUCC, along with Pastor Brendan, are working on helping our Forest
Grove community directly. More plans are in the works, stay tuned!
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Forest Grove UCC Staff
Moderator
Blake Timm—blakertimm@gmail.com

Pastor
Brendan Curran — brendan@fgucc.org
Phone: 401-318-2447

Office Manager
Elena Parker — elena@fgucc.org

Sexton
John Davis — sexton2862@gmail.com

Parish Nurse
Deva Harris-Williams — fguccparishnurse@gmail.com

Stephen Ministry
Renee Mills — millsrenergy@yahoo.com
Ken Prickett — qkenbettp@gmail.com

Director of Sanctuary Choir
Laura Frye — lajanefrye@gmail.com

Service Music Musicians
Paul Minor — Pminor@easystreet.net
Joannah — joannahball@gmail.com

Director of Children’s Choirs
Geneva Houx — geneva.houx@gmail.com

Director of Jubilate Handbell Choir
Cameron Heilman — cameronpheilman@gmail.com

Contact Information
2032 College Way  (Mail) P.O. Box 265
Forest Grove, OR 97116
Phone: (503) 357-9121  FAX: (503) 359-1462
Office email: elena@fgucc.org
Website: www.fgucc.org  Facebook: www.facebook.com/fgucc
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