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“Change! Again! Seeing each other face to face.” 
Dear friends, 

Change has been a constant teacher this year.  It has challenged us all and will continue to 

challenge us.  On a micro and macro level, I see how change has inspired new conversations, 

opened the doors for growth and new perspective, allowed us to see what we want to continue 

cultivating and what might need to be pruned.  This has been, and continues to be the lesson of 

2020… and 2021, the lesson of living in a time of pandemic, and seismic change.  How blessed 

we are to be a community of mutual support centered in the Love of God together in the midst of 

it all.  How blessed we are to be able to be a community that seeks to discern what it means to 

be, to nurture, and support the flourishment of meaning-making and community in these times.  

In the face of all the changes we are seeing in our world, I can’t help but think of the wisdom of 

the science fiction author Octavia Butler.  (I’ve definitely quoted her before now.)  In the parable 

of the sower, she wrote,  

 “All that you touch You Change.  All that you Change Changes you.  The only lasting truth Is 

Change.  God Is Change.” 

We are able to welcome positive and healing change when we open our hearts to one another in 

Love.  When we do that that we witness God healing and creating something new through the 

turmoil.  We humans have a hard time with change but without change, new life cannot emerge. 

I want to invite us to befriend change while also acknowledging how we have had to adjust to 

many, perhaps uncomfortable, changes this past year, one of them being our inability to be 

together in person.  For this reason, I am happy to announce a positive change!  Since the 

beginning of the pandemic the staff has been the main deciding body that has discerned the 

opening/closing/group meeting process.  We have closely followed the recommendations of the 

CDC as well as the Central Pacific Conference and we continue this practice.  With vaccines in 

distribution, we know that a form of protection against COVID-19 is available to us and many 

have been receiving the vaccine.  As a result many institutions are starting to phase forward to a 

form of in-person gathering.  Schools and universities are planning on having indoor classes in 

the fall.  Public institutions, including churches, are planning their process of moving forward.  I 

want to let you know about our current plan. 
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First, I want to thank all those who have put hours of time, dedication, and heart into offering on-

line worship over the past year.  It has been humbling to see people rise to the occasion with such 

grace.  I want to especially thank Kristy for filming and editing the YouTube videos for much of 

the year, and Michael Colvin for providing tech/edit support for our zoom live services.  I also 

want to especially thank Laura Frye, Joannah Ball, Paul Minor, and all other musicians including 

Robert & Kathleen Lacock, Geneva Houx, our Sanctuary Choir and Handbell Choir for all the 

additional hoops and hurdles they jumped through to offer beautiful music to us throughout this 

time.  And now, once again, we are changing, and doing something new. 

On Sunday, June 13
th

 we will move toward outdoor in-person worship services on Sunday 

mornings at 10.  The reflection, as well as a piece of special music, will still be filmed and shared 

on-line, but our service will happen outdoors and in-person.  We are also planning on having 

indoor in-person worship in some form starting in the Fall.  Our Welcome Back Sunday will be 

in-person!  We have all risen to the occasion of being exceptionally patient and graceful with 

each other this past year.  We have adapted to many shifts, and now we will shift once again 

toward a new normal.  Look forward to seeing each other face to face!  Stay tuned to the 

announcements for more specific details. 

In the Love and peace of God, Brendan 

 

Congratulations to our High School Grads! 

Dalton Burk—Dalton Burk has been attending the 

Forest Grove UCC since birth; he was both 

baptized and confirmed in our congregation. In 

June, he will be graduating from Century High 

School in Hillsboro, and is on track to be 

valedictorian, with a 4.0 GPA. After a thorough 

college search, he has selected Oregon State University. A lifelong Beaver 

fan, in September he will be entering OSU’s Honors College, with plans to 

study mechanical engineering and/or business. Under the heading of “it 

takes a village,” he truly appreciates the love and support he has received 

from the FGUCC. 

Danielle Kerns—Dani is graduating from Lake Oswego High School and plans to work here in 

FG and attend PCC.   

Sydney Molin—Sydney is graduating from Forest Grove High School and is going to University 

of Oregon in the fall where she plans to study human physiology on a pre-med track. 

Ben Schnorr—Ben is graduating from Forest Grove High School and will be attending Western 

Colorado University in the fall. 

Emily Thursam—Emily is graduating from Forest Grove High School and is going to 

University of Oregon in the fall where she plans to study human physiology. This summer she 

will continue working at Sonic and the Hops. 
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We need you for the new Stephen Ministry Class!   

We are planning to start a new Stephen Ministry training 

class this fall.  Have you ever considered the idea of 

becoming a Stephen Minister?  If you have the gifts of 

compassion, listening, encouragement, and more, are you 

ready to use them?  In the process you will make a 

difference not only in the lives of others, but in your own 

life.  The training and service create a transformative growth 

experience personally, spiritually, and relationally.  The skills learned enhance all of your 

relationships, while being supported by a constant, caring community of Stephen Ministers! 

Think about it.  If you have questions or want to be included, give us a call.  I know it seems 

early to start, but we do need to begin the process.  Renee Mills 503-314-4855 or Ken Prickett 

503-324-4220.  Blessings, Renee Mills and Ken Prickett 

Blessings, Renee and Ken 

 

Thanks have been received 

We received a lovely note of thanks from Jeannine Murrell upon her 

retirement from Stephen Ministry leadership: 

Oceans of thanks!  My deepest thanks to my church family for all your 

love, support and affirmation for the Stephen Ministry and my part in 

that important ministry.  Your outpouring of love and words makes my 

journey easier.  My gratitude for your gift as well – much appreciated 

and wholly unexpected!  I’m not “gone,” however, it’s nice to know 

I’ve done my best and you saw that.  Your servant in Christ, Jeannine 

 
Please join us for Fellowship Hours!   

Please join us for Fellowship Hour immediately following 

worship.  Just stay online at the conclusion of worship and 

when worship is over, you can take a little break to stretch, 

get a bite to eat, etc. and then hop right back online to join 

others who are staying to catch up, check in and so forth. 

There will be a check in time for all at the beginning of 

fellowship, and then a "break out room" will be available to 

discuss the sermon.  
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Joys, Concerns & Prayer Requests 

Celebration of Life for Chuck Shotwell—Family and friends are invited to attend a 

celebration of life for Charles (Chuck) Robert Shotwell at McMenamins Grand Lodge on June 

12 at 2:00 pm.  There will be a short service in the Children’s Cottage followed by a reception 

and musical tribute in the Spruce Grove directly behind the Cottage.  COVID restrictions will 

apply. 

Thanks have been received—We would like to thank all those who have sent us cards, 

delivered and/or picked up items (or us for appointments).  We appreciate all of you!  Russ & 

Ann Dondero  

Sympathy—Our hearts go out in deepest sympathy to Robin and Ralph Vasey upon the death 

of Robin’s mother, Pat Jones, on March 31.  Please keep the Vasey family in your prayers. 

Ongoing prayer concerns 

Please keep Emberly, Tori & Ruben in your prayers as Emberly is currently 

dealing with some health issues. 

Please remember Ralph and Carol Brown as Carol is having ongoing health 

issues with her back and is scheduled to have surgery on May 25. 

Please remember Els Abma as she continues to recover at Robison Rehab 

Center from recent hip surgery. 

Prayers for Bob Browning as he continues recovery from major surgery. 

He’s still at the EmpRes Hillsboro Health and Rehabilitation Center, and would welcome and 

appreciate cards.  The address is 1778 NE Cornell Road, Hillsboro, OR 97124 

Prayers for continued healing for Melissa Turner who is still recovering from a broken femur 

several months ago.  

Please remember Lori Epler who is healing from a fractured wrist. 

Please remember Alice Hoskins as she deals with ongoing health concerns. She appreciates calls 

and cards.  (390 East Main Street, Hillsboro, OR  97123, Cell:  503-781-0154.) 

Please remember Ruth Holznagel as she continues in her ongoing recovery.  Ruth appreciates 

remaining in contact through cards and letters.  Her address is:  2181 Ambleside Dr., Ambler 

Court Apt. 414, Cleveland, OH 44106 

Please remember—Prayers of healing and comfort for all who have ongoing concerns, 

including Winnie Beu, Marcia Bickford, Bob Browning, Ann and Russ Dondero, Paul and 

Stephanie Edwards, Lillian Gimre, Max Groszmann, Lois Johnston, Christine & Richard Kidd, 

Carlene Krueger, Jobina Lacock, Jean & Bob Nixon, Yvonne Stacey, Holly & Sherri Vann and 

their family, Tom Wallsteed, and any other friends and family of our church, not named here. 

Sharing prayers in worship—If you would like your personal prayer concerns shared with 

the community during our on-line worship service on Sunday mornings, please submit them to 

Brendan via email at brendan@fgucc.org by Friday at 6pm with the title "prayer request" in the 

subject line.  You can also text him prayer requests at 401-318-2447. 
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How to get on the prayer chain—Are you or someone you know in need of extra prayer 

support?  Our church has a confidential prayer chain ministry. If you’d like to be added to this 

prayer chain, please contact the church office or Sandy Mueller at fguccpray@gmail.com.  

Thank you! 

Prayer Shawls—Do you, or someone you know, need a prayer 

shawl?  Please call Elena in the church office to make a request at 

503-357-9121 or elena@fgucc.org. 

Prayer Shawl Knitting—Please join us for knitting this month 

via Zoom on Wednesdays May 5 and 19, from 2-4PM.  The link to 

Zoom will be sent to everyone in the prayer shawl knitting group via 

email. If you’d like to participate, please call or email Elena.   

 

Best wishes to all of you celebrating birthdays in May! 

Alex Hoekstra—1 

Brendan Curran—2 

Dalton Burk—3 

Blake Timm—7 

Geneva Houx—10 

Carlene Krueger—13 

Marilyn Winterbourne—13 

Noah Cranson—14 

Emberly Eaton-Heredia—18  

Robert Lackock—20 

Pat Truax—20 

Loren Waltz—27 

Leo Barrett—30 

Sherri Vann—31 

 

ALL are invited to Women's Spirit Event in May! 

Saturday, May 8, 12:30 PM:  Our Lady of Guadalupe Trappist Abbey 
Greetings to one and all!  We hope you are all staying safe and 

healthy. Melissa and I have been attempting to find some fun and 

safe events for us to do together. We are cashing in our rain check 

from November (when we planned this and got rained out) and we 

hope you can join us! 

Please join us for lunch and a walk/hike at Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Trappist Abbey in Carlton, on Saturday, May 8, 12:30 PM. 

Spouses, kids, and mothers are welcome (it is Mothers’ Day 

weekend, so feel free to bring who gives you joy!) 

mailto:fguccpray@gmail.com
mailto:elena@fgucc.org
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We will be getting lunch from Hamblin Eatery (website and menu below) in Lafayette, then 

going to Abigail Scott Duniway park(a couple of blocks away) to eat. From there we will meet at 

the Trappist Abbey where there are 3.5 miles of trails to explore. If you prefer to skip lunch and 

meet us at the Abbey, we plan to be there about 1:30PM.  

Please email Melissa (4melissatimm@gmail.com) your order for lunch. She will place one 

order, but we will each pay and pick up our own food at the restaurant. Consider bringing a 

camping chair to sit on for lunch. There is a gazebo, but I am not sure if there are tables/chairs.  

Here’s the schedule: 

12:30- Hamblin Eatery 

416 3rd St, Lafayette, OR 97127 

https://hamblin-eatery.business.site/?utm_source=gmb&utm_medium=referral 

 

 

Hamblin Eatery - Restaurant in Lafayette 

New menu item: Steamed Clams. One pound of clams, garlic butter, 

white wine, plum tomato, red onion, parsley and chili flakes on top. 

Dine-in or takeout.  www.hamblin-eatery.business.site 

 

 

12:45-Abigail Scott Duniway Park  

449 3rd St, Lafayette, OR 97127 

 

1:30- Our Lady of Guadalupe Trappist Abbey 

9200 NE Abbey Rd, Carlton, OR  

https://www.trappistabbey.org 

Trappist Abbey - Carlton, OR 

Monastic Life Retreats. For men interested in doing a 30 day monastic life retreat check out our 

YouTube video of Kevin who shared his experience after completing his 30 day monastic life 

retreat.  www.trappistabbey.org 

Please RSVP to Melissa or Sheila and let's all pray for great weather!!  

Sheila Harter: sheilaharter@hotmail.com 

Melissa Timm: 4melissatimm@gmail.com 

— Sheila Harter and Melissa Timm 

 

 

 

 

mailto:4melissatimm@gmail.com
https://hamblin-eatery.business.site/?utm_source=gmb&utm_medium=referral
https://hamblin-eatery.business.site/?utm_source=gmb&utm_medium=referral
http://www.hamblin-eatery.business.site/
https://www.trappistabbey.org/
https://www.trappistabbey.org/
http://www.trappistabbey.org/
mailto:sheilaharter@hotmail.com
mailto:4melissatimm@gmail.com
https://hamblin-eatery.business.site/?utm_source=gmb&utm_medium=referral
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Hosts Needed for Second Home 
I'm Celeste Goulding and I work for Second Home, a program of 

Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon.  Second Home has been operating in 

Beaverton for 10 years now, having branched into Clackamas and East 

Multnomah Counties as well as most recently Lincoln County. My focus 

has been on Western Washington County (Forest Grove, Gaston, Banks, 

and Sherwood School Districts) and now Lincoln County. Being from 

rural Oregon myself I have a deep dedication to seeing areas get the 

support they deserve to be able to thrive without losing talent and passion to urban centers due to 

a lack of local resources. Allowing our unstably housed youth safely stay in the area while 

completing their High School Diploma, or equivalent is a good first step. This is the work that 

Second Home does; work with local communities to recruit Host Homes then with local youth 

advocates to identify youth in need of stable housing and coordinate matches.  

During the 2019/2020 school year amid the shutdowns and consistent uncertainties around how 

to safely maintain a Host Home program we were able to house 25 new students and maintain 

our 15+ hosted students. We strongly believe that Host Homes are a form of mutual aid that 

allows everyone with an extra room in their home the ability to directly participate in solving our 

current housing crisis. By having a trained inventory of host homes, we can quickly provide 

youth in need with stable local housing so that they may continue moving toward their goals with 

as little disruption as possible. There are so many reasons why a student's housing may become 

unstable, and we know that as more students come back in contact with the school system more 

situations will come to light that have been out of sight for the last year, and we expect there to 

be an influx of students in need this spring.  Can you help us ensure that there are host homes 

ready to meet the need? We work with certified mediation teams to work out living agreements 

that respect the host's home and rules as well as incoming student's autonomy and needs. These 

living agreements are protected under Oregon Landlord Tenant Law, offering another layer of 

protection to both our host homes and our youth.  

Please help spread the word about Second Home and our need for local host homes throughout 

the Forest Grove, Gaston, Banks, and Sherwood School District's. Our inventory of hosts in 

these areas are slim to nonexistent. Only having had staff focus on this area since March 2020, 

host home recruitment has been a challenge. But this is the time that we need to get the word out 

across these communities, so that we can work together to stabilize our youth as we are able to 

identify them. Traditionally in rural communities, youth in need have had to migrate to urban 

centers to get their basic needs met. Let's work together to ensure that youth can stay in their 

communities.  

I'm more than happy to speak to groups or individuals about hosting and about the housing crisis 

our youth and families are facing overall, folks can also navigate to our website to learn more 

and to begin the Host Home application. Thank you very much for taking the time to read 

through my message, I look forward to seeing our local host home inventory grow.  

Celeste Goulding MSW  

email: cgoulding@emoregon.org — (503) 985-8815 

https://emoregon.org/second-home/second-home-providers/ 

https://emoregon.org/second-home/second-home-providers/
mailto:cgoulding@emoregon.org
https://emoregon.org/second-home/second-home-providers/
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Pledges and Contributions 

Thank you all for continuing to keep your pledges current during this 

time.  If you normally make contributions or pay your pledge by check, 

please continue using this method. (Mail checks to FGUCC at P.O. Box 

265, Forest Grove, OR  97116.)  You can sign up for electronic giving 

with Vanco, which is a very simple option and setup, and fees are very 

low (let us know if you’d like more information).  You can use PayPal on 

our church's website at www.fgucc.org.  If you have questions or need more information, please 

contact Elena at elena@fgucc.org or (503) 357-9121. Thank you for your generosity and 

support!  

 

Forest Grove UCC Financial Policy 

On March 14, 2021, the Executive Board of the church 

approved a new Financial Policy.  This document combined the 

existing 2013 Endowment Policy with more specific guidelines 

for managing the church endowment funds.  Currently, separate 

endowment funds support the following items:  general church 

budget, building maintenance, homeless activities, and organ 

maintenance. 

Members of the congregation who would like to receive either an electronic or a paper copy of 

the new Financial Policy should contact Elena at the church office via email at elena@fgucc.org 

or call 503-357-9121. 

 
Can & Bottle Collection Update 

Thank you everyone for your continued enthusiastic support 

of the Can & Bottle Collection for our FGUCC Youth 

Ministry, which we have found to be very successful! As of 

April 30 we are just three dollars shy of $500 in our account! 

Thank you again to everyone participating and contributing 

to our youth fund.  If you want to participate in this easy 

fundraiser, blue bags are available for you to pick up at 

church. For any additional questions please contact the 

church office. Thanks again! 

Kristy Haines, Coordinator of Spiritual Formation (kristy@fgucc.org) 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fgucc.org/
mailto:elena@fgucc.org
mailto:kristy@fgucc.org


 
9 – THE VIEWPOINT 
 
 

 

 

 

Forest Grove UCC Staff 

Moderator 
Myra Beeler—MYMIPERI@comcast.net 

Pastor 
Brendan Curran—brendan@fgucc.org 

Phone: 401-318-2447 

Coordinator of Spiritual Formation 
Kristy Haines—kristy@fgucc.org 

Office Manager 
Elena Parker—elena@fgucc.org 

Sexton 
John Davis—sexton2862@gmail.com 

Parish Nurse 
Deva Harris-Williams—fguccparishnurse@gmail.com 

Stephen Ministry 
Renee Mills—millsrenergy@yahoo.com 

Ken Prickett—qkenbettp@gmail.com 

Director of Sanctuary Choir 
Laura Frye—lajanefrye@gmail.com 

Organist and Piano Accompanist 
Paul Minor—Pminor@easystreet.net 

Joannah Ball—joannahball@gmail.com 

Director of Children’s Choirs 
Geneva Houx—geneva.houx@gmail.com 

Director of Jubilate Handbell Choir 
Cameron Heilman—cameronpheilman@gmail.com 

Contact Information 

2032 College Way  (Mail) P.O. Box 265 

Forest Grove, OR 97116 

Phone: (503) 357-9121  FAX: (503) 359-1462  

Office email:  elena@fgucc.org 

Website: www.fgucc.org  Facebook: www.facebook.com/fgucc 

mailto:brendan@fgucc.org
mailto:Haines—kristy@fgucc.org
mailto:info@fgucc.org
mailto:sexton2862@gmail.com
mailto:fguccparishnurse@gmail.com
mailto:millsrenergy@yahoo.com
mailto:qkenbettp@gmail.com
mailto:Frye—lajanefrye@gmail.com
mailto:Pminor@easystreet.net
mailto:Ball—joannahball@gmail.com
mailto:geneva.houx@gmail.com
mailto:Heilman—cameronpheilman@gmail.com
mailto:elena@fgucc.org
http://www.fgucc.org/
http://www.facebook.com/fgucc

