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The Viewpoint
News From the Forest Grove United
Church of Christ

October 2020
Spiritual Friendship: Staying Connected
“You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer,
because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends,
because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father.”
–John 15:14-15
This past Spring the religious study group read, “Christ of the Celts and the healing of creation.”
A beautiful concept of Celtic Christianity is the, “Anam Cara,” which translates from the Gaelic
to mean, “soul friend.” Jesus, the friend of our soul, calls us into friendship with God by being
good friends to one another, our neighbors, and ultimately all creation. Our faith tradition calls
us into communion with all life and with each other. It calls us into, “spiritual friendship.” The
writer and poet John O’Donohue describes the soul friend as, “one who awakens your life in
order to free the wild possibilities within you.” C.S. Lewis also wrote about spiritual friendship
saying, “Friendship is like the universe itself… It has no survival value; rather it is one of those
things which give value to survival.” In Christ, God becomes friends with humanity so we can
all become friends with God, and discover friendship with God in the process of being good
friends to all others, to all living things. I’ve often said, because of this, that Christianity is not a
religion we can practice alone. Christ shows up in our friendships and connections with each
other.
I want you to know that, as your still relatively new pastor, I want to be available to you as your
spiritual friend and support. I have so enjoyed the opportunities to have dinner with some of
you, or meet for coffee, or go for walks since COVID regulations became less strict. To create
more space for opportunities to stay connected and offer pastoral support, I will be hosting
“Community Hours” every Wednesday from 3-5PM at Bella Donna's Bistro (located where
Maggie’s Buns used to be). Please join me for a cup of coffee or tea! If you want company and
have a lot on your mind and need someone to just listen, I am here for you. If you want to talk
about faith and/or any other variety of topics under the sun, I am here for that as well. Let’s be
together. I look forward to getting to know more of you better.
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We are still dealing with COVID but there are ways we can gather that are safe and appropriate
and abide by appropriate regulations.
Another opportunity to stay connected and maintain community cohesiveness will be small,
regular, in-person worship opportunities. (We will continue to offer the weekly recorded service
made available on-line on Sunday mornings as it continues to be the most universally accessible
format to make worship broadly available.) Starting on Saturday, October 10 at 11:00AM, we
will begin holding in person worship immediately following the recording of our Sunday
morning online service. “Saturday Morning Service” will be a very simple and brief, half-hour
long in-person worship gathering. We will abide by the requirement of maintaining the group
size to a maximum of 20 people. We will practice physical distancing and wear masks. We will
not be singing but we will be together! The service will involve scripture reading, a scripture
response of music or brief reflection, prayer time, and communion. (People are invited to bring
their own bread and grape juice for the communion.) This service is being offered for all those
who are deeply yearning for in-person worship. I believe these small in-person worship
gatherings will help us maintain our sense of community and connection as we continue to
navigate our way through these challenging times. I hope these new offerings support us and I
hope to see you sometime for tea or coffee at our “Community Hours,” or at one of the Saturday
Morning services.
In spiritual friendship, Pastor Brendan

Caring for our Community Virtual Auction 2020
Our Caring for Our Community Auction is going to be very
different and lots of fun this year. We're going all virtual, so
anyone in the world can participate – and from our own homes!
Most of the auction will be held Friday-Sunday, November
20-22 with the live auction in the afternoon of Sunday,
November 22nd. Please stay tuned for more information as
this unfolds.

Donations are Needed!
We are really in need of donations! Please contact Bonnie to let her
know if you have something in mind for this year's auction.
Be creative! What do you know how to do well? Offer a class. Everyone
is thirsting for new knowledge right now. Do you know how to accompany
someone to the doctor, or navigate Excel, broadcast sports, invest money,
look at stars? We’d love to hear from you. Thank you so much! Please see Donation Ideas on
page 3.
Your FGUCC Auction Coordinators,
Bonnie McDowell: chiroqueen704@msn.com and
Deva Harris-Williams: fguccparishnurse@gmail.com
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Auction Donation Ideas
Outings:
Your vacation home
Bird watching with brunch
Bike ride with lunch
Hike with lunch

Zoom parties:
Painting
Memoirs
Sketching
Cooking class
Vegetarian cooking class
Sewing class
Poetry writing
Card making
Scavenger hunt
Bedtime story or singing
Pizza making party (donor provides
ingredients)
Cocktail making lessons
Wine tasting
Dance party/lessons
Trivia
Pictionary
Canning lessons

Porch drops:
Desserts
Dinner
Happy hour: appetizers and wine
Jars of soup
Pies

Serenading
Singing telegrams
Services:
Housecleaning
Yardwork
Taxes
Jewelry and clothing repair
Computer consulting
Plumbing
Electrical
Handyman
Driving
Music lessons
Childcare
Sew a custom apron
Sew an assortment of designer masks
Party planning
Organizing – closets, drawers, declutter
Housesitting
Pet sitting/walking
Photography
Run errands
Tutoring
Landscape design

Market Place Items:
Home canned fruits, jams, etc.
Homemade aprons, potholders, etc.
Handmade cards
Handmade ornaments

Brendan’s installation
Brendan’s official installation ceremony will be on Sunday, October
18 at 3:00 PM in the Sanctuary. This important event is to recognize
Pastor Brendan’s calling to FGUCC and to acknowledge his
responsibilities and duties. A limited number of people will be
present and the service will be available for all church members to
watch via livestream. It will also be recorded for people to watch at a
later time if they’re not able to attend the live event.
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From Deep Roots to Strong Wings
In 1995, when we celebrated our 150th anniversary, Forest Grove United
Church of Christ was a powerhouse. The people who made Forest Grove
tick and run like a well-oiled machine were members of either Rotary,
PEO, FGUCC … or all three. (Unless you were a guy, then maybe 2 out
of 3.) The pews were full, overflowing through the narthex for the EasterChristmas services. We ran, or were run by, over 100 youth in the
Learning Community (LC). We were amongst the first to hold “Our Whole Lives: Sexuality
and our Faith” (OWL) classes with nineteen 7-9th graders. We sent masses of kids on mission
trips and to Camp Adams. We provided counselors and directors for Camp Adams. I remember
when VBS topped 125 and Christmas pageants had a cast of …thousands. We put on musicals
and the Messiah; and if you could sing at all you probably sang in one of our choirs. Twelve
people were commissioned as Stephen ministers in 1985. (Two of those twelve original Stephen
Ministers, Paul Minor and Eric Canon, were recently re-commissioned to serve as there is a need
for more Stephen Ministers during this time.) We had a big BBQ Dinner that drew the whole
town; and at Christmas we sang carols from horse-drawn wagons, thanks to George Horner.
Ralph Shumm was our Choir Director and our Treasurer for … almost forever.
Our sesquicentennial celebration (150th) theme was “From Deep Roots to
Strong Wings.” The logo pictured here was drawn by Edith Watrous,
whose daughter is our Jane Romig. We drew strength from our founders
and spread our wings and showed Forest Grove, the UCC Conference, the
world, who we were. Did you know that one of the big champions on
Jeopardy that year was Ruth Holznagel’s son and Han’s little brother, Ryan
Holznagel?!!
To celebrate our 150th, the book Our Changing Mission was written by
Carolyn Buan (who at one time was an active member of our church).
We commissioned Brian Wren and Walter Saul to write a hymn “Sing
Praises Old and New.” A quilt project was created and sixty different
families put together pieces of the two quilts that are hanging in the LC
narthex. (See quilt pictures on p. 5) Each square tells a part of our
story, where we came from, and our ministries in 1995. For example,
someone from the National UCC office was invited to preach here at
FGUCC, and I still remember that sermon. I’m paraphrasing this statement: ‘We are the United
Church of Christ not in that we are all of the same voice, but that we recognize the voice of each
person.’ “It is in accepting our differences that we are strong. That makes us who we are.” His
message influences me to this day!
I look for that which has the power to unite in a land where for the last 20 years we have been
taught to divide.
Now, in 1995, we were also a power from the top down church. We just barely moved from
‘don’t ask, don’t tell’ to ‘open and affirming.’ We didn’t have wine for communion because the
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founders 150 years ago wouldn’t approve, and we did not have popcorn in the fellowship room,
because it would certainly fall on our beautiful orange carpet … which is still orange.
We’ve changed a lot since 1995. I think we can celebrate our strong wings of 1995, and we can
thank God we keep growing, keep redefining who we are and how we tick. We can celebrate
that we keep drawing the circle wide, wider still.
— Sandy Freeman

Quilts Created in Celebration of our 150th Anniversary in 1995

We need your input for this special All Saints Day
Celebration on Sunday, November 1
In November we will share communion on the first Sunday (November 1) rather than on the
second Sunday as we usually do, in order to celebrate communion with the saints in recognition
of All Saint's Day. If you would like to have a picture of a departed loved one to be placed on
our communion table for this special service, please send your picture via email by or before
Thursday, October 29 to (elena@fgucc.org) or drop off your picture at the church office. Let
us know if you have any questions. Thanks!
Pastor Brendan

Are you interested in helping with
FGUCC Landscaping?
Finance & Property has approved establishing a landscape
committee for the Church. If you are interested in being a
part of this group, please contact Ken or Bette Prickett at
qkenbettp@gmail.com, or give us a call at 503-324-4220.
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College Care Packages for our FGUCC Students
We are currently gathering items to pack into care packages
for our nine FGUCC college students. If you would like to
donate any of the items listed below to our college students,
we’d be very grateful. You can bring donations to the church
during office hours, or if you need us to pick up, we’d be
happy to do that as well. Don’t hesitate to let us know if you
have any questions. In the meantime, thank you to everyone
who has already donated items for our College Care Packages! Receiving these gifts really
means a lot to our kids!









Snacks: Trail Mix, Granola Bars, Beef Jerky, Candy, Crackers, Cookies, etc.
Food: Mac & Cheese, Ramen, Oatmeal, etc.
Tea
Hand Sanitizer
Tissues
Basic Toiletries
Gift Cards
Homemade Cards

Learning Community is beginning!
Our TLC kickoff that was scheduled for Sunday,
September 20 was canceled, but we’d like to share
that Learning Community is beginning on Sunday,
October 4. Below is all the information you need to
know for the start of the LC season:
* Learning Community will begin on Sunday, Oct 4th, 11 AM, via Zoom. (Kristy will be
sending out an invite to all participants a few days before. The teachers greatly appreciate RSVPs
for class attendance-that way it allows them to prepare the best way possible.)
* The classrooms are the following: 1-3, 4-5, 6-7, and 8-12
* Grades 1-5 will meet every 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month.
* Grades 6-12 will be meeting every Sunday but NOT the 2nd Sunday of the month.
* Grades 1-7 have materials for their class. We will be working out a delivery system to make
sure every participant has their materials before class starts in October. If you are willing to just
come to the church to pick up your materials, please email Kristy and we will arrange a time to
do that.
Your church family misses and loves you. Be well.
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Community Action is hiring now!
Community Action is having difficulty filling some positions, so if
you happen to know anyone looking for work, especially if they
are bilingual, have them check out the website below.
There are a couple of full time but short-term jobs that are begging
for people to apply. Sometimes short term turns into long-term,
especially if you are the right person, and new jobs are always
being posted.
https://caowash.applicantpro.com/jobs/

Violin/Fiddle Lessons Available!
Kathy Walden is offering weekly instruction in most levels (beginning
through concert level) of Violin, Viola, Cello or Fiddle-playing, here at
FGUCC.
Although there will be no charge for instruction, students will need to
provide their own instruments & music (following instructor’s advice),
attend weekly lessons on a regular basis, and be prepared to practice at least
15 minutes daily to see weekly improvement.
Half-hour lessons will be on Wednesday and Thursday afternoons from 3-5PM in the Sanctuary.
Parents will be expected to attend their child’s lesson, take notes and encourage/remind at-home
practice. Also, everyone will be masked and socially distanced.
Kathy is the former director and instructor of the FGSD String Program for 25+ years, as well as
adjunct strings instructor for 10 years at Pacific University. She is also a member of our FGUCC
String Ensemble.
For more information, contact Kathy (text preferred) at 503-351-9003.

Got Drugs?
Turn in your unused or expired medication for safe disposal at the
Forest Grove Police Department on Saturday, October 24 from
10AM – 2PM
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Joys, Concerns & Prayer Requests











Newborn—Congratulations to Angela and Chris Barron upon
the recent birth of their baby girl, Saoirse!
Sympathy—Our hearts go out in sympathy to Nancy Webster
upon the death of her brother, Bob Webster, who was a longtime member of FGUCC until a few years ago when he
moved to Portland. For those of you who remember, Bob
was deaf and in around 1997 we hired an ASL signer, Renee
Ruud, for several years so that Bob could engage in the worship service. After Renee
was no longer able to sign worship services, the computer assisted note-taking system
(CAN) was developed by several of our members and this ministry was used for many
years and became very useful to many of our members who had hearing loss issues.
Cards can be sent to Nancy at 16255 SW Ludwig, Aloha, OR 97007-2030.
Ruth Holznagel has been transferred to RIO (Rehabilitation Institute of Oregon). She
continues to make steady progress in her recovery and would love to continue receiving
cards from us. Ruth will be moving to Cleveland, Ohio, as originally planned prior to the
stroke, around October 9, but you can still send a card to Ruth at: Rehabilitation Institute
of Oregon, Room 15, 1015 N.W. 22nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97210 for another week or
so. If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to let us know. Thank you!
Prayers for the Spears family—James is recovering from a broken arm, and Patricia's
mother is adjusting to home care following recent surgery.
Please remember Sue and Max Groszmann in your prayers as Sue is still in rehab in SE
Portland recovering from a broken hip. Sue appreciates calls since she is not allowed to
have visitors. Her cell phone number is 503-473-9386.
Please remember Dick and Stephanie Lind as they are navigating the journey with Dick’s
prostate cancer. It was caught early, is small and contained, so they are thankful for that.
Please keep Sharon Roso, Bette Prickett’s sister, in your prayers as she is now in hospice
care.
Please keep Carol and Ralph Brown in your prayers for healing as Carol continues to
recover at home after several weeks in rehab following two back surgeries.

Continued Prayers—Prayers of healing and comfort for all who have ongoing concerns,
including Els Abma, Winnie Beu, Carol Benner, Marcia Bickford, Bob Browning, Ann and Russ
Dondero, Paul and Stephanie Edwards, Lillian Gimre, Sue & Max Groszmann, Alice Hoskins,
Lois Johnston, Christine & Richard Kidd, Carlene Krueger, Jobina Lacock, Jean & Bob Nixon,
Bette Prickett, Yvonne Stacey, Holly & Sherri Vann and their family, Tom Wallsteed, Betty
Wedell, and any other friends and family of our church, not named here.

Sharing prayers in worship—If you would like your personal prayer concerns shared with
the community during our on-line worship service on Sunday mornings, please submit them to
Brendan via email at brendan@fgucc.org by Friday at 6pm with the title "prayer request" in the
subject line. You can also text him prayer requests at 401-318-2447 by Friday at the same time.
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How to get on the prayer chain—Are you or someone you know in need of extra prayer
support? Our church has a confidential prayer chain ministry. If you’d like to be added to this
prayer chain, please contact the church office or Sandy Mueller at fguccpray@gmail.com.
Thank you!

Prayer Shawl Knitting
Please join us for knitting this month via Zoom on
Wednesdays, October 7 and 21 from 2-4PM. The link to
Zoom will be sent to everyone in the prayer shawl knitting
group via email. If you’d like to participate, please call or email
Elena (elena@fgucc.org and 503.357.9121). You can also
contact Susan Shepard for more information at 503.867.5956.
The Prayer Shawls are such a wonderful gift—A gift from the
heart that touches the hearts of others.

Prayer Shawls—Do you or someone you know need a prayer shawl?

Please call Elena in the church

office to make a request at 503-357-9121 or elena@fgucc.org.

Best wishes to all of you celebrating birthdays in October!
Chris Harter—3
Andrea Meeuwsen—4
Ralph Vasey—4
Ellaine Whisler—4
Phil Zapf—6
Ruth Holznagel—7
Betsy Foster—10
Carol Pauli—13
Justin Hoekstra—17
Darrel Brady—30

We are updating our Birthday list!
It has been a while since we updated our birthday list, so if you’d like your birthday
acknowledged in the monthly Viewpoint, please send us an email to elena@fgucc.org. (If you’d
like, please include all of your family members as well.)
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Financial Update
The end of September will bring the end of the third quarter of our budget
year. Currently we have received income of $192,707 and have expenses
of $235,939. Several factors have influenced our situation. Our budget
had projected $20,000 in building use income, but with Covid-19 groups
that had agreed to use our building have been unable to do so, and not
being able to gather in person for worship has limited giving. The
Finance and Property Commission has authorized the request to take the
budgeted distribution from our general endowment which will help with
our income, but our budget will still be running a net loss. We would also
like to thank those who make monthly automatic contributions from their bank – this does make
a difference in our monthly income.
As we head into the final three months of this year, we hope your family and friends stay safe
and healthy. We are so thankful for your support to carry out our missions.
Ralph Vasey, Treasurer

Pledges and Contributions
Thank you all for continuing to keep your pledges current during this
time. If you normally make contributions or pay your pledge by check,
please continue using this method. (Mail checks to FGUCC at P.O. Box
265, Forest Grove, OR 97116.) You can sign up for electronic giving
with Vanco, which is a very simple option and setup, and fees are very
low (let us know if you’d like more information), or you can use PayPal
on our church's website at www.fgucc.org, (PayPal charges fees to process. If you have
questions or need more information, please contact Elena at elena@fgucc.org or (503) 357-9121.
Thank you for your generosity and support!

Hope in Hard Times
Are you or anyone you know in need of Mortgage
Relief? We recently learned about the Oregon
Homeowner Stabilization Initiative (OHSI). OHSI is
opening a COVID-19 Mortgage Relief program to help
Oregon homeowners who have fallen behind on their
mortgage during the pandemic. If you have suffered a
financial hardship and have fallen behind on your
mortgage, OHSI may be able to help in the form of a five-year forgivable loan recorded as a
lien/mortgage on your property. Funding is limited, so apply today. Find out about the program
requirements. https://www.oregonhomeownerhelp.org/.
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We are being called to serve the unhoused
"Open Door," is a day center for our unhoused neighbors in
Cornelius that provides morning coffee, a mid-day meal, showers, a
place to rest, and other services on a daily basis. They are very
much in need of volunteers! Please contact Jeff Shapiro at 503-7079308 for more information about how and when to volunteer.
Thank you!
Pastor Brendan

Sacred Circles: A discussion group opportunity with the Interfaith
Movement for Immigrant Justice
FGUCC is joining a partnership with the Oregon
Fellowship of Reconciliation (OFOR) and IMIrJ
(Interfaith Movement for Immigrant Justice) in
creating a sacred circle led by two OFOR Board
members, Xeo Sterling and Michael Colvin. Now
through the November election, Sacred Circles
throughout the State of Oregon are providing accountability, direction, and support as we live
into courageous action for racial and immigrant justice.
A “Sacred Circle” is a grouping of 7-15 people who covenant to:
1. Be in relationship with and accountable to one another
2. Meet (virtually) at least once a month from now through the election
3. Stay in touch with one another between Circle meetings
4. Learn and act together to advance immigrant and racial justice, in coordination with IMIrJ,
immigrant and Black-led partner organizations, and other Sacred Circles in their region and
throughout the state.
At each meeting, we will get to know one another, build on our relationships and decide what
collective actions to take that will advance the causes of social justice and antiracism.
Registration: https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMrceqqpz0uEtPjcGs8omTSS67OsvK
Hlf73
The Sacred Circle meets on the 3rd Monday of each month, August - November, from 7-8:30
p.m. See Meeting Dates and times below:
Oct 19, 2020 07:00 PM
Nov 16, 2020 07:00 PM
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Reckoning with Race with the Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon.
You are invited to join Pastor Brendan in participating in the Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon's
"Reckoning with Race" on-line discussion series. Here is a link where you can learn more about
this discussion series and register to
participate... https://www.commontableoregon.org/reckoning-with-racism-cohort
Here is a link to an article provided by the Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon expanding on why
we are having the conversation now.
https://www.pdxmonthly.com/news-and-city-life/2020/02/how-oregon-s-racist-history-cansharpen-our-sense-of-justice-right-now
We hope you are able to engage this healing, educational, and transformative opportunity.

Would you like to participate in worship?
We continue to miss our congregation’s presence and participation in
worship, and your involvement would be very appreciated at this time!
You are encouraged to record videos of yourselves delivering children's
messages, giving the invitation to offering, reading the scripture passage,
or providing special music (singing or instrumental). If you're called to
enrich our worship services in this way, please contact Elena, Kristy or
Pastor Brendan for more information and to coordinate for the coming
Sunday.

Option for participation in worship
During Phase 1 we continue to offer the opportunity for people to come in to church during the
week (Mondays and Tuesdays only) for Kristy to record scripture readings, music etc. If this
option appeals to you, please let us know so we can coordinate timing. Otherwise, just send your
recording(s) to Kristy by Wednesday mornings at 10AM, so she can edit these into our worship
service (kristy@fgucc.org). Thank you!

Online Worship Service Information
Our church provides the link to our on-line worship service every week on our official church
website, our official church Facebook page, as well as in a weekly e-mail with the worship
bulletin. You should be able to watch this on-line service on your phone, your computer, or also
your TV if you have a TV capable of accessing the internet. If you would like to watch the
service on your TV but don't know how that works, please let Elena know and we will connect
you with someone who can help you!
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Forest Grove UCC Staff
FGUCC Moderator
Eric Canon—canonmetals@gmail.com
Minister
Pastor Brendan Curran—brendan@fgucc.org
Phone: 401-318-2447
Coordinator of Spiritual Formation
Kristy Haines—kristy@fgucc.org
Office Manager
Elena Parker—elena@fgucc.org
503-357-6960
Sexton
John Davis—sexton2862@gmail.com
Parish Nurse
Deva Harris-Williams—fguccparishnurse@gmail.com
Stephen Ministry
Jeannine Murrell—wyzone@aol.com
Renee Mills—millsrenergy@yahoo.com
Director of Sanctuary Choir
Laura Frye—lajanefrye@gmail.com
Organist and Piano Accompanist
Paul Minor—Pminor@easystreet.net
Joannah Ball—joannahball@gmail.com
Director of Children’s Choirs
Geneva Houx—geneva.houx@gmail.com
Director of Jubilate Handbell Choir
Cameron Heilman—heil6014@g.pacificu.edu
Contact Information
2032 College Way  (Mail) P.O. Box 265  Forest Grove, OR 97116
Phone: (503) 357-9121  FAX: (503) 359-1462
Website: www.fgucc.org  Facebook: www.facebook.com/fgucc
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