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The joy of giving thanks!
“Hallelujah! I give thanks to GOD with everything I’ve got—Wherever good people gather, and
in the congregation.” –Psalm 111 (the message)
God allows us to give thanks! I recently heard an insight from someone on why they maintain
their commitment to faith. It was not because it always made sense. They did not always feel
certain or free of doubt or like they always understood God. They said they believed in God
because they needed to say thank you to someone. They needed to give thanks for the mystery
and beauty of life and all its blessings, and God opens that door for us! God evokes gratitude in
us and invites us to give thanks! God allows us to be creatures of thanks and praise!
The Thanksgiving holiday, for me, has never been about the mythology that tells us a bunch of
pilgrims and “Indians,” sat at a table and had lunch and then there was peace. That faerie tale
just ignores the history of land theft, brutality, and violence that was perpetuated against
indigenous peoples ever since that brunch so long ago. I grew up in New England where as
children, our teachers had us dressing up as caricatures of “Indians” around this time of year, in
outfits made out of construction paper, while actual Pokanoket, Narragansett, Wampanoag, and
other peoples indigenous to New England were still living there with real living cultures not
made out of construction paper. They were around us with living wisdom from which we could
benefit from actually learning, and on-going grievances with which we as a society still need to
contend with to realize collective justice, healing, and balance. It seems like perspective is
shifting in some ways in the direction of honesty, accountability, and respect and for that I am
truly thankful but the Thanksgiving origin story is not really what this holiday is about for me.
The meaning of Thanksgiving can be about its name! It can simply be a day for giving thanks!
A harvest festival! A day of celebrating togetherness, and family, and community! A day to
celebrate the fruits of the earth, the gifts of life, and here’s the best part! There’s hardly any
commercialism or consumerism attached to it! We just get to eat and be together and be mindful
of the importance of always giving thanks!
In challenging times I’m amazed to notice how there is always something for which we can be
thankful, even if on a hard day that’s just the freshness of the air, a flash of color, or a passing
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gentle moment. It’s a joy to be a part of a faith community that provides us with an abundance
of blessings for which to give thanks. As I write this, I am thankful for the way your music filled
the sanctuary at my installation. I am grateful for all the work of the worship team and others
who made that service, and all our other on-line ways of connecting, truly meaningful. I am
grateful for every letter you’ve written; every phone call you’ve made to one another. I am
grateful for how we are leading in housing advocacy efforts in the community, for the
enlightening educational opportunities we provide, for every prayer shawl you’ve knit, and for
every prayer flag you’ve sent out on the wind. I’m grateful for the dedicated efforts of the
auction team for their tireless efforts this year to pull off a “virtual auction,” and all the inspiring
ways we are maintaining connection in disconnected times. When we start counting the things
we have for which to give thanks it becomes contagious. The list expands. This thanksgiving, I
am grateful for our ability to give thanks! I am thankful that many of us have resources, and
security, and gifts to share with those who have less and for this beloved community. I give
thanks for those who are not with us who will never NOT be with us. I give thanks that together,
we are blessed with the task of gathering each other and all our community, all life, around
Christ’s ever expanding table of welcome and thanksgiving! That’s the life and the spirit in
which we gather and that’s the life that always leaves us with something for which to be
thankful!
In Christ’ Love, Pastor Brendan

Saturday Morning Spiritual Gathering at 11AM—These small spiritual gatherings
include scripture reading, a response or brief reflection, prayer time, and communion. It's an
opportunity to safely gather for those who are yearning for a small in-person experience of
community togetherness. We are upholding public health and safety protocols in keeping with
state guidelines, the recommendations of health professionals, and science. In order to maintain a
safe and healthy as well as sacred environment, if you wish to attend, you must please RSVP
the church office no later than Friday each week, as we are strictly limiting attendance to 20
people. RSVP can be via email, elena@fgucc.org or call/text to Elena at 503-357-6960.

Community Hours—If you want company and have a lot on your mind and need someone
to just listen, I am here for you. If you want to talk about faith and/or any other variety of topics
under the sun, I am here for that as well. Please join me at “Community Hours” for a cup of
coffee or tea on Wednesdays from 3-5PM at Bella Donna's Bistro (located where Maggie’s
Buns used to be). Let’s be together. I look forward to getting to know more of you
better. Pastor Brendan

Fall Cleanup Day
It’s fall clean-up time! Please join us for our annual fall cleanup day
on Saturday, November 7 at 11:30AM immediately following our
Saturday Morning Spiritual Gathering. Our focus will be raking all
those fall leaves and a little bit of general fall cleanup on our church
grounds! Masks will be required and social distancing will be observed.
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A Special Note on Virtual Singing
Have you wondered why you don’t see or hear our FGUCC Choirs at worship? Singing produces
tiny moist droplets that travel more than 6 feet and can remain in the air for hours. FGUCC is
following precautions suggested by national music organizations such as American Choral
Directors Association and National Teachers of Singing. We are not alone in this decision.
University choirs in Washington, Clackamas and Multnomah Counties are meeting virtually.
Local schools are also limiting their music activities to online activities. We must keep each
other safe until this virus is conquered.
Many of us miss making music together, so we continue to sing together, but separately from our
own homes. We participate in ZOOM Choir each Thursday evenings at 7:00 and we record
music to be used during Virtual Worship. If you would like to join this Zoom activity, contact
me for the link and music delivery.
— Laura Frye
Email: lajanefrye@gmail.com —Text or call 503-550-1709

Brighten the Corner
On Saturday, October 24, Worship and Nurture Ministries held their 5th annual Talent Show.
This year, it was a virtual event emceed by Pastor Brendan. Sign-ups were sparse but ultimately,
performances were strong. The 16 people who signed on to the Zoom event were not
disappointed.
The lineup of talent included Blake Timm whose soaring tenor voice had us smiling at “Saturday
in the Park,” Pastor Brendan Curran unveiling his dancing feet with a demonstration of an Irish
Percussion Dance known as seanos dancing to a traditional Irish Reel; Laura Frye played
Amazing Grace and Softly and Tenderly on the piano, inviting the other viewers to sing-a-long;
Sydney Timm, talented soprano, treated us to “Once Upon a December” from Anastasia; Stella
Schrag sang a sweet chorus of the gospel song “Brighten the Corner Where You Are,” and
Hannah Timm provided a rousing jig medley on her fiddle.
Performances were interspersed with encouragement and comments. Applause for the
performers was vigorous and sincere. Perhaps this hour of sharing will serve as a pre-cursor to
additional fellowship times with entertainment. Thank you all for participating and tuning in.

Crèches – Nativity Scenes
Do you have Nativity Set that you would like to display in
our Fellowship Room on Christmas Eve, December 24?
Worship Ministry is planning an event for you and the
community. If you are willing to share your family’s Crèche
for one day, please call the church office. Details to follow.
Thank you!
— Laura Frye on behalf of the FGUCC Worship Team
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“FGUCC CARING FOR OUR COMMUNITY:
DRAWING OUR CIRCLE WIDE” Auction has
gone virtual and will be held Nov. 18-22!
Our Caring for Our Community Auction is going to be very
different and lots of fun this year! We're going all virtual, so
anyone in the world can participate – and from the comfort of
our own homes! Most of the auction will be held WednesdaySunday, November 18-22, with the live auction in the
afternoon of Sunday, November 22nd. Please stay tuned for
more information as this unfolds.

The auction is to support:
 Community Action Emergency Rent Assistance
 Care Partners Hospice & Palliative
 GG’s House
 Luke-Dorf Mental Health of Hillsboro … and
 Our church

Get involved!


Donate: send your donation ideas to Bonnie at chiroqueen704@msn.com. All tangible
items should be delivered to the church by Thursday, November 5, during Elena’s office
hours. Call 503-357-9121 to ensure she’s there. Email Bonnie if you need pickup.



Peruse our auction site on Auctria: www.tinyurl.com/fgucc-auction



You can register to bid from the website or from www.tinyurl.com/fgucc-auctionregistration



Tell your friends: share our emails and Facebook posts.



Get help: Michael Colvin will help you get started. Join him on Sunday, November 15,
6-8 pm on Zoom at www.tinyurl.com/fgucc-auction-tutorial.



Bid on silent items from 6:00 am Wednesday, Nov. 18 to 7 pm Sunday, Nov 22: You
can view tangible items and get in-person help with bidding at the FGUCC chapel on
Friday 7-9 pm, Saturday 10 am – noon and 2-4 pm, and Sunday noon – 2 pm. There will
also be some cash-and-carry items in the chapel such as jewelry, Hallmark ornaments and
books.



Attend the live auction on Sunday, Nov 22, 4 pm. The Auctria website will guide you
to the live Zoom-type auction. Get dressed up, grab a glass of wine and have fun!



Pick your winnings up: at the church November 23-25 Monday-Wednesday, during
Elena’s office hours.
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Now you would expect to see a lot of theologians and clergy, but
I didn’t put them on my list because that seemed just too
obvious. There were three with the last name of Mather:
Cotton, Increase and Richard Mather; and I wondered if they
might be related to our long-time member (and church clerk)
Marie Mather, whose daughter Amber helps put on women’s
retreats. And then I liked that in (year? and place?) Thomas
Binney was the Archbishop of Nonconformity.
Want to go to some founders? How about William Bradford, Governor of the Plymouth Colony,
and (so many years later) John Winthrop - Governor of the Massachusetts Bay Colony.
Would you like a little political power? How about
John and Abigail Adams (later Unitarians)
John Quincy Adams (remained Congregational)
Of course you remember that from the Amistad Event.
Calvin Coolidge (also first honorary moderator of the
Congregational Christian Churches)
Hubert Humphrey
Barack Obama - and since Michelle won’t run, we’ll have to
wait for Malia or Sasha
Senator Amy Klobuchar
How about some of the movers and shakers of the world?
John Milton - you know, like in Paradise Lost.
Harriet Beecher Stowe - author of Little Tom’s Cabin, or as President Lincoln said, “Oh, so
you’re the little lady that started the war!”
David Livingstone, as in “Dr. Livingstone, I presume?”
Aaron Burr Sr. (? the Hamilton Aaron Burr?) 2nd President of the College of New Jersey,
which is now Princeton.
James Pierpont - founder of Yale
And, one of my personal favorites, Walt Disney, Jackie Robinson - 1947 baseball
Ruth Holznagel - It takes one person to have an idea. Ruth thought we should celebrate our
175th anniversary. It takes one person to ask others to gather. Ruth gathered the 175th
‘committee’ at her house, always with coffee or tea, always with fresh-baked goodies. It takes
one person to pass on the enactment of Harvey Clark and Tabitha Brown. Ruth and Bob used to
portray these founders: Ruth handed costume and script over to Phil Zapf and Bonnie
McDowell. And it takes one person to utilize the 175th to lift up our history, educate those who
haven’t been here 175 years, so we feel like we’re all on the same page. So … Thank you, Ruth
Holznagel.
— Sandy Freeman, on behalf of 175th Anniversary Celebration Team
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Joys, Concerns & Prayer Requests












Newborn—Congratulations to Susan Shepard and Michael Colvin
on the birth of their little grandson, Logan Scott Schuback, to
Kathryn and Jon Schuback on Sunday, October 18. Logan was born
several weeks early, so he’s still in NICU, but he’s doing well as are
his mom and dad.
Please remember Dick and Stephanie Lind as they continue navigating the journey with
Dick’s prostate cancer. Dick will have surgery on November 5 at Tuality Hospital.
Sympathy—Our hearts go out in deepest sympathy to the family and friends of Darryl Brady
who passed away on Tuesday, October 20. Please especially remember Darryl’s sons and
daughter-in-law, Kerry and Michelle Brady and Brock Brady and family. Their addresses
are: Kerry & Michelle, 17910 NW Dogwood Court, Beaverton, OR 97006; and Brock Brady,
11002 Harriet Lane, Kensington, MD 20895
Ruth Holznagel continues to make good strides in her progress towards healing. She is
grateful for all the cards and prayers that have come her way and she will appreciate
continued contact through cards and letters as she adjusts to her new home. Her new address
is Judson Park Health Center, 2181 Ambleside Dr., Room. A603, Cleveland, OH 44106.
Prayers for the Spears family—James continues to recover from a broken arm, and Patricia's
mother is adjusting to home care following recent surgery.
Please remember Sue and Max Groszmann in your prayers as Sue is still in rehab in SE
Portland recovering from a broken hip. Sue appreciates calls since she is not allowed to have
visitors. Her cell phone number is 503-473-9386.
Please keep Sharon Roso, Bette Prickett’s sister, in your prayers as she is in hospice care.
Please keep Carol and Ralph Brown in your prayers for healing as Carol continues to recover
at home following two back surgeries a few months ago.

Continued Prayers—Prayers of healing and comfort for all who have ongoing concerns,
including, Winnie Beu, Carol Benner, Marcia Bickford, Bob Browning, Ann and Russ Dondero,
Paul and Stephanie Edwards, Lillian Gimre, Sue & Max Groszmann, Lois Johnston, Christine &
Richard Kidd, Carlene Krueger, Jobina Lacock, Jean & Bob Nixon, Yvonne Stacey, Holly &
Sherri Vann and their family, Tom Wallsteed, Betty Wedell, and any other friends and family of
our church, not named here.

How to get on the prayer chain—Are you or someone you know in need of extra prayer
support? Our church has a confidential prayer chain ministry. If you’d like to be added to this
prayer chain, please contact the church office or Sandy Mueller at fguccpray@gmail.com.
Thank you!

Sharing prayers in worship—If you would like your personal prayer concerns shared with
the community during our on-line worship service on Sunday mornings, please submit them to
Brendan via email at brendan@fgucc.org by Friday at 6pm with the title "prayer request" in the
subject line. You can also text him prayer requests at 401-318-2447 by Friday at the same time.

Prayer Shawls—Do you, or someone you know, need a prayer shawl? Please call Elena in
the church office to make a request at 503-357-9121 or elena@fgucc.org.
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Prayer Shawl Knitting
Please join us for knitting this month via Zoom on Wednesdays,
November 4 and 18 from 2-4PM. The link to Zoom will be sent
to everyone in the prayer shawl knitting group via email. If you’d
like to participate, please call or email Elena (elena@fgucc.org
and 503.357.9121). You can also contact Susan Shepard for more
information at 503.867.5956. The Prayer Shawls are such a
wonderful gift—A gift from the heart that touches the hearts of
others.

Can & Bottle Collection Has Started Up Again!
We are collecting all empty cans and bottles again for the FGUCC youth
ministry. Due to COVID and other safety restrictions that come with
returning cans and bottles, we have set up an account with the
BottleDrop Center. Our account makes it more efficient and easy to
donate. If you have cans or bottles to donate you need to do the
following:
1. Come to the church to pick up your blue bags. (All cans and bottles need to go in the blue
bag in order for it to go towards our church account.)
2. Blue bags are requested to weigh no more than 15 pounds. Please make sure to not fill
more than half of your bag with glass bottles since they are so much heavier.
3. Once you have filled your blue bag you can return the bag to the church or you may
return it directly to the BottleDrop Center in Forest Grove. If you are returning it directly
to the center, the bags can be delivered to the Drop Box outside of the BottleDrop
building. Each bag has a sticker on it with a barcode specifically for our church. You
will need to scan the barcode to unlock the drop box door, and then just drop the bag
inside.
Thank you everyone, for your enthusiastic response to date! If you have any questions, don’t
hesitate to let us know.
Kristy Haines, Coordinator of Spiritual Formation (kristy@fgucc.org)

Best wishes to all of you celebrating birthdays in November:
Ryan Elle Mead — 6
Bette Prickett — 8
Max Groszman — 11
Bob Browning — 24
Dick Bower — 27
Sandy Mueller — 28
Heather Burk — 29
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Help us to create our 2020 Advent Devotional Booklet
We are compiling an Advent
devotional booklet for this Advent
season, which begins on Sunday,
November 29. This is something we
can do together to make Advent more
meaningful and special this year.
You are invited to contribute brief
written reflections, poems, and/or art,
to correspond with each daily scripture. You can choose one day or several days. If you are
interested in participating, please call or email Elena (503-357-9121 or elena@fgucc.org.)
Submission deadline is Tuesday, November 17. We look forward to seeing what we create
together!
Christmas is coming!
Pastor Brendan Curran

Christmas Poinsettias
We are taking orders for Poinsettias for Advent now through Sunday,
November 22. The first Sunday of Advent is November 29 this year.
Poinsettias can be given in honor, memory or celebration of loved ones.
Poinsettias will be available for pickup on Sunday, November 29. Please
complete and drop this form off at the church office or mail it to us at P.O.
Box 265, Forest Grove, OR 97116. Contact Elena Parker with any
questions.

SIZE

RED

WHITE

4 Inch

PINK

MARBLE

PRICE
$5

6 Inch
8 Inch

$10
Not available Not available Not available $25

TOTAL

$

Your Name: _____________________________________
In Memory of: ______________________ In Honor of: _______________________________
Leave poinsettia in Sanctuary for Advent
I want to take poinsettia(s) home
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Blessing of Our Pledges for 2021
In-Gathering and Blessing of Pledges will happen this year on Sunday,
November 8th and we have invited our UCC Conference Minister, Tyler
Connoley to be our guest minister. All who are able to make a pledge,
please return your pledge card to church by Friday, November 6. This is a
great time to offer generous support for the future of this church! Thank
you!

Pledges and Contributions
Thank you all for continuing to keep your pledges current during this
time. If you normally make contributions or pay your pledge by check,
please continue using this method. (Mail checks to FGUCC at P.O. Box
265, Forest Grove, OR 97116.) You can sign up for electronic giving
with Vanco, which is a very simple option and setup, and fees are very
low (let us know if you’d like more information), or you can use PayPal
on our church's website at www.fgucc.org, (PayPal charges fees to process). If you have
questions or need more information, please contact Elena at elena@fgucc.org or (503) 357-9121.
Thank you for your generosity and support!

Community Blessing Coat Rack is Back!
The coat rack is back up for this winter! The rack is at the Main Street
entrance of FGUCC under cover behind the Blessing Box. We are
accepting donations of coats, gloves and scarves.
If you need one, take One – If you can, leave one.

Warm Blankets Needed for the Unhoused!
Open Door is in need of blanket donations for our unhoused brothers
and sisters as colder weather has arrived. Donations can be dropped off
at church or directly to Open Door, M-F from 3-5. Questions, please
call or email Elena at (503) 357-9121, elena@fgucc.org. Thank you!
"Open Door," is a day center for our unhoused neighbors in Cornelius
that provides morning coffee, a mid-day meal, showers, a place to rest, and other services on a
daily basis. They are always in need of volunteers! Please contact Jeff Shapiro at 503-707-9308
for more information about how and when to volunteer. Thank you! Pastor Brendan

We are being called to serve the unhoused
"Open Door," is a day center for our unhoused neighbors in Cornelius that provides morning
coffee, a mid-day meal, showers, a place to rest, and other services on a daily basis. They are
very much in need of volunteers! Please contact Jeff Shapiro at 503-707-9308 for more
information about how and when to volunteer. Thank you! Pastor Brendan
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Women's Spirit Gathering for November
Please join us for lunch and a walk/hike at Our Lady of Guadalupe Trappist Abbey in Carlton, on
Nov. 14th at 12:30.
We will be getting lunch from Hamblin Eatery (website and menu below) in Lafayette, then
going to Abigail Scott Duniway park (a couple of blocks away) to eat. From there we will meet
at the Trappist Abby where there are 3.5 miles of trails to explore. If you prefer to skip lunch and
meet us at the Abby, we plan to be there about 1:30. Please email Melissa with your lunch
order at 4melissatimm@gmail.com. She will place one order, but we will each pay and pick up
our own food at the restaurant. Consider bringing a camping chair to sit on for lunch. There is a
gazebo, but I am not sure if there are tables/chairs.
12:30- Hamblin Eatery
416 3rd St, Lafayette, OR 97127
https://hamblin-eatery.business.site/?utm_source=gmb&utm_medium=referral

Hamblin Eatery - Restaurant in Lafayette
New menu item: Steamed Clams. One pound of clams, garlic butter,
white wine, plum tomato, red onion, parsley and chili flakes on top.
Dine-in or takeout. www.hamblin-eatery.business.site
12:45-Abigail Scott Duniway Park
449 3rd St, Lafayette, OR 97127
1:30- Our Lady of Guadalupe Trappist Abby
9200 NE Abbey Rd, Carlton, OR
https://www.trappistabbey.org
Trappist Abbey - Carlton, OR
Monastic Life Retreats. For men interested in doing a 30 day monastic life retreat check out our
YouTube video of Kevin who shared his experience after completing his 30 day monastic life
retreat. www.trappistabbey.org
Please RSVP to Melissa or I and let's all pray for great weather!!
-- Sheila and Melissa
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Would you like to participate in worship?
We continue to miss our congregation’s presence and participation in
worship, and your involvement would be very appreciated at this time!
You are encouraged to record videos of yourselves delivering children's
messages, giving the invitation to offering, reading the scripture passage,
or providing special music (singing or instrumental). If you're called to
enrich our worship services in this way, please contact Elena, Kristy or
Pastor Brendan for more information and to coordinate for the coming
Sunday.

Option for participation in worship
During Phase 1 we continue to offer the opportunity for people to come in to church during the
week (Mondays and Tuesdays only) for Kristy to record scripture readings, music etc. If this
option appeals to you, please let us know so we can coordinate timing. Otherwise, just send your
recording(s) to Kristy by Wednesday mornings at 10AM, so she can edit these into our worship
service (kristy@fgucc.org). Thank you!

Online Worship Service Information
Our church provides the link to our on-line worship service every week on our official church
website, our official church Facebook page, as well as in a weekly e-mail with the worship
bulletin. You should be able to watch this on-line service on your phone, your computer, or also
your TV if you have a TV capable of accessing the internet. If you would like to watch the
service on your TV but don't know how that works, please let Elena know and we will connect
you with someone who can help you!
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Forest Grove UCC Staff
FGUCC Moderator
Eric Canon—canonmetals@gmail.com
Minister
Pastor Brendan Curran—brendan@fgucc.org
Phone: 401-318-2447
Coordinator of Spiritual Formation
Kristy Haines—kristy@fgucc.org
Office Manager
Elena Parker—elena@fgucc.org
503-357-6960
Sexton
John Davis—sexton2862@gmail.com
Parish Nurse
Deva Harris-Williams—fguccparishnurse@gmail.com
Stephen Ministry
Jeannine Murrell—wyzone@aol.com
Renee Mills—millsrenergy@yahoo.com
Director of Sanctuary Choir
Laura Frye—lajanefrye@gmail.com
Organist and Piano Accompanist
Paul Minor—Pminor@easystreet.net
Joannah Ball—joannahball@gmail.com
Director of Children’s Choirs
Geneva Houx—geneva.houx@gmail.com
Director of Jubilate Handbell Choir
Cameron Heilman—heil6014@g.pacificu.edu
Contact Information
2032 College Way  (Mail) P.O. Box 265  Forest Grove, OR 97116
Phone: (503) 357-9121  FAX: (503) 359-1462
Website: www.fgucc.org  Facebook: www.facebook.com/fgucc
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