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“All things in Common” 
 “

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed 

private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common.” –Acts 

4:32-37 

 One thing is for certain right now.  We are not alone.  You are never alone.  We have 

each other and we have the Love of God.  In the book of Acts, we hear about the early post-

Easter Christians building communities in which they shared all things in common.  Our faith 

invites us to see how all living things exist interdependently as children of one great Spirit of 

Life; as one heart.  We are all of the one soil, the one water, the one breath, the same fire and 

Spirit.  Truly, “we share all things in common,” whether we act in accordance with this truth or 

not. 

 You are not alone.  Maybe you’ve had days when you’ve appreciated the peace and quiet 

and the very next day you feel completely sick and tired of all this social distancing. Maybe you 

are getting antsy in these times or perhaps you’ve taken up a new hobby!  Maybe you’ve finally 

finished a book you’ve always wanted to read.  Maybe you’ve lost sleep.  You are not alone!  

This is all still new to all of us.  What you’re feeling, many other people are probably feeling too 

because, in general, we share all things in common.  

 Maybe you are wondering how things will ever go back to, “normal.”  Maybe you are 

noticing the ways “normal” needed to change.  Perhaps you are noticing how this time seems to 

be safe for some and more dangerous for others.  While some of us are living a relatively 

comfortable quarantine life, others are worried about their working conditions, wondering how 

they will pay rent, how they will continue to work, how they will pay for medical bills, or their 

kids’ education.    They are worrying about their electricity being turned off or wondering how 

they will afford groceries.  If these aren’t your worries, maybe they belong to your relatives, 

friends, and neighbors.  We can take comfort in remembering that we are facing these challenges 

together as people of one heart.  Now more than ever we are seeing how when one member of 

the society suffers, we all suffer.  We are seeing clearly how an injury to one becomes an injury 

to all. Truly we share all things in common, and nothing makes that reality clearer to us, 

apparently, than germs! 
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 We are living through an opportunity to realize how we are all in this big experience 

called “life,” together!  Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. said, “We must learn to live together as 

brothers and sisters or perish together as fools.”  The global pandemic is reminding us of this 

truth.   What we are living through with COVID-19 is not a partisan issue.  There are no “sides” 

when it comes to dealing with a global pandemic. The corona virus is revealing to us how our 

own health is dependent on the welfare and health of our neighbors.  It is shining light on the 

fact, the sacred law of nature and of God, that we are all connected… that indeed, we hold all 

things in common.  Human beings will respond to this virus and also structure our communities 

and our society in accordance with this truth or we will invite more suffering upon ourselves.   

Thankfully, there are many simple ways we can practice living together as one heart, as 

brothers and sisters.  We can remember how we are blessed to have each other; that we can carry 

our fears and our anxieties together as a community.  We can remind each other of joy.  We can 

practice patience with our own and each other’s waves of complex feelings and concerns in the 

face of these unprecedented times, reminding each other that we hold all these feelings and 

concerns in common.  We can practice being patient as we make sure we are doing everything 

we can to make sure we all stay healthy and overcome this virus.  We can wear masks, stay at 

home, and keep six feet away. And we can prepare ourselves and get ready to work and fight for 

a just world for all once we’re done sheltering in place; a new normal that better reflects the truth 

of how we hold all things in common. 

Grace, peace, and power, Brendan 

 

Staff Schedules 
Brendan’s schedule:  We hope you’re all continuing to enjoy the recorded worship 

opportunities that are posted on Sunday mornings as well as Meditation Mondays and Wellness 

Wednesdays.  Pastor Brendan is going to be recording worship and working on Saturdays.  

Otherwise, during our time of sheltering in place he will be working from home Monday-

Thursday and his days of rest will be Friday and Sunday.  However, Brendan will remain on call 

for emergencies on those days. 

Kristy’s schedule:  Greetings everyone! I hope this finds you all safe, healthy and sane. Given 

these unusual times, we are all doing the best we can to adapt and stay the course. As we move 

forward with this temporary "new normal," I would like you all to know my work/business hours 

have changed. My new work days during this time will be Saturday-Tuesday. During those days 

I will be available for meetings, Zoom calls, phone calls, texts, and emails. Please know you can 

contact me other days as well, but my response time will be delayed unless it’s an emergency.  I 

love you all and I know we will continue to lead with love and remain hopeful during these 

times.  

Elena’s Schedule: Elena will usually be in the office Monday-Friday between 10AM and 4PM. 

John’s Schedule:  John will continue working on projects in the church Saturday-Wednesdays 

(hours vary day to day). 

Your FGUCC Staff 
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Meditation Opportunity 

We have created the opportunity for people to come down to the 

church for a time of meditation beginning this Sunday from 11AM-

6PM. There are 4 meditation stations outside the church, each one set 

up with clear instructions that will give every individual an 

opportunity to focus on a theme word and participate in an interactive 

practice for that particular theme. 

The stations are located as follows:  #1. Outside Sanctuary entrance 

at the corner of 21
st
 and College Way; #2. At the Peace Pole near 

church office entrance on College Way; #3. Main Street entrance by 

the Welcome Garden; and #4. Next to the big UCC sign on the 

corner of 21st and Main Street.   

The Meditation Stations will be available for the foreseeable future on Sunday, Wednesday and 

Fridays from 11AM-6PM.  ALL are welcome to participate in this outdoor Meditation 

opportunity at FGUCC! 

 

Prayer Tree 

We have created a prayer tree on College Way in front of our 

bell tower.  Please join us in adding prayers to our tree.   

The tree has a little sign on it, and you will find ribbons on a 

hanger on the tree to use. Just take a ribbon — hold it to your 

heart while you say your prayer — then tie your ribbon to the 

prayer tree and let your prayer be carried on the wind! 

 

Continuing to Shelter each other as we Shelter in Place  
Your church staff and community are devoted to keeping you safe and striving to stay in touch. 

We are taking measures to keep us a strong healthy church community and to care for each other.  

Please let us help you shelter in place, especially if you’re a member of a group particularly at 

risk. 

At Risk People:  As we learn more about the Covid-19 virus, we have added to the higher risk 

list, obesity, high blood pressure, diabetics, African American and Hispanics also have higher 

incidences.  Also, adults over 65, and people of all ages who are immune compromised, heart 

and respiratory diseases and people who are on steroids. 

Available to make you and others safer:  We are still learning how to do this!  Check in 

with others who may be making a store run and doing porch drops to do some shopping for you.  

This is happening in our church community. Be a helping hand, if you can do this safely. Get in 
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with the in crowd and ask for help. Share what you have in abundance. Use Insta-Cart and Senior 

Store Hours.  

Special senior shopping hours: Safeway, Tuesdays and Thursdays 7-9AM, and Fred Meyer, 

Monday-Thursday from 7-8AM for seniors 60 and older. 

Prescription pick up and drop off:  by the Forest Grove Police Dept. for folks over 65. Call 

FGPD at 503-992-3260 

Many stores are using good cleaning practices and social distancing, i.e. 6-feet apart and wearing 

a mask. New Seasons, Costco and Trader Joe’s are doing a great job. Bi Mart at beginning and 

end of day is not crowded.  Please be sure to wash hands before and after shopping. 

Online Resources:  Church continues to be online, Learning Community is also online now as 

of Sunday, April 19.  Thank you Kristi and Learning Community teachers.  Wellness 

Wednesday, Meditation Monday, and Earth Day activities all week are available.  If you need 

help in accessing any of these services or learning to use YouTube or Zoom let us know.  Elena 

will guide you to the right people.  

We have a ways to go before we will be gathering together in person. We are still connected, 

united in serving God and caring for each other each day the best we can. Share your load and 

concerns. Let us pray with you, for you.  We are just a phone call away.  

Sending God’s love, light and hope to you, Deva Harris Williams, RN and FGUCC Parish Nurse 

In the meantime, continue to do the FIVE:  

V Distance: Faithfully stick to keeping 6 feet apart  

V Elbow: Cough and sneeze into it 

V Face: Don’t touch it 

V Hands: Wash often (especially before & after  

    shopping) 

V Mask:  Wear one when you’re out in the community 

V Sick: Stay Home 

 

Handwashing Prayer (from March 29 worship service) 

God, thank you for my hands.  

Thank you for the gift of water,  

The sacred, beautiful water that covers this earth.  

I wash my hands so I can take good care of myself,  

Good care of my friends and family, and  

Good care of this beautiful, beautiful planet earth.  

Keep us happy, healthy, and safe. Amen  

   By Pastor Brendan Curran 
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The Amistad 
 

 

 

 

 

This is our fourth installment of an abridged history of our church. 

The United States outlawed foreign slave trade in 1808.  In fact the penalty for those who ran slave 

ships was death; but slavery itself was still okay.  That is the background for the Amistad Event, a 

topic as hot in its day as ‘black lives matter’ or ‘me too’ are today.  Here’s the story: 

In 1839, 500 West Africans were abducted, jammed aboard a slave ship, and sent off to Cuba.  There 

they were marched into the jungle and given false identities.  Sengbe Pieh, a rice farmer from Sierra 

Leone, became Joseph Cinque.  A Cuban plantation owner paid $450 apiece for Sengbe and 49 

others, these ‘existing’ slaves.  They were transported aboard a schooner named the Amistad, which 

means friendship. 

The captain was brutal, the cook suggested African ‘stew.’  Sengbe led a mutiny, and gave orders to 

sail back towards the rising sun – Africa.  The Amistad did indeed sail (north)east during the day, but 

at night the crew sailed (north)west, so the Amistad literally zigzagged up our eastern coastline.  The 

US Navy boarded the Amistad off of NY, and turned the Africans over to Connecticut (which was 

still a slave state.)  What to do?  Thousands paid to view them in jail.  Naval officers claimed them as 

‘cargo.’  The crew claimed the ship.  Spain and the US governments wanted everybody sent back to 

Cuba; and in fact President Van Buren had a ship ready.  The British thought it could serve as an 

excuse to invade Spanish-held Cuba.  Abolitionists stepped in.  The case went to court, the US 

appealed the decision.  It landed in the Supreme Court. 

Abolitionists rallied, solicited a congressman known as ‘Old Man Eloquent.’  John Quincy Adams, a 

Congregationalist, felt himself a failure as President; but loved his subsequent work in the House of 

Representatives.  He was fervent in presenting anti-slavery petitions.  So, in 1841 Adams stood 

before the Supreme Court and talked for three hours.  He accused Van Buren of abusing his power 

and he gestured to a copy of the Declaration of Independence.  ‘I know,’ he said, ‘of no other law 

that reaches the case of my clients, but the law of Nature and of Nature’s God on which our fathers 

placed our own national existence.’ 

The Supreme Court agreed.  Abolitionists collected enough money to send Sengbe and the others 

back to Africa.  Four missionaries joined them to accompany the children.  And that is why at our 

National UCC offices there is an Amistad Chapel. 

— Sandy Freeman 
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Best wishes to all of you celebrating birthdays in May! 

Alex Hoekstra—1  Pat Truax—20 

Dalton Burk—3  Robert Lackock—20 

Blake Timm—7  Loren Waltz—27 

Geneva Houx—10  Leo Barrett—30 

Carlene Krueger—13  Tamara Sandwisch—30 

Marilyn Winterbourne—13 Sherri Vann—31 

Noah Cranson—14    

 Emberly Eaton-Heredia—18  

 

 

Pledges and Contributions during this time…  

If you normally make contributions or pay your pledge by check, 

please continue using this method. (Mail checks to church at P.O. 

Box 265, Forest Grove.)  Our bookkeeper, Faith Brown, will 

continue to come in to the office on a regular basis to process 

checks and other contributions. 

If you need a convenient way to make recurring contributions, we 

encourage you to check out our electronic giving option through 

Vanco.  Simply request an authorization form from the church office.  Once it has been 

completed we can set up donations to be debited automatically from either a checking or savings 

account. You can also use you can use PayPal on our church's website at www.fgucc.org, but 

PayPal charges fees to process. 

If you have questions or need more information, please contact Elena at elena@fgucc.org or 

(503) 357-6960.  Thank you for your generosity and support!  

 

Check out our FGUCC YouTube Channel! 

If you haven’t already, please be sure to check out our FGUCC YouTube 

channel. On this channel we provide worship experiences, Monday meditation 

moments, Wednesday Wellness with our parish  nurse, Deva, and we also 

showcase the gifts and talents of people from our congregation. You can go to 

www.youtube.com and search Forest Grove United Church of Christ or you 

can click on the following link:   

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIuWaeKgU21ovhnbFisiMFw?view_as=subscriber  

God bless you always, Your FGUCC Staff 

 

http://www.fgucc.org/
http://www.youtube.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIuWaeKgU21ovhnbFisiMFw?view_as=subscriber
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Prayer Requests, Joys & Concerns 

Sympathy—Our hearts go out in deepest sympathy to Joana Jones, Caia Bowen and Jessica 

Turner and family upon the death of their beloved Jordana Bowen on Monday, April 13 from a 

heart attack.  Please keep Jordana’s family in your hearts and prayers during this difficult time.   

Sympathy—Our hearts go out in deepest sympathy to Molly Siebert upon the recent death of 

her mom, Jodi Hampton.  Please keep Molly and her family in your prayers during this time. 

Thanks have been received—FGUCC Staff, We can’t thank you enough for all of your 

efforts to maintain community and worship.  We are blessed to have leadership like you.  We 

Thank God for you!  — Sandy & Kent 

New Prayer Concern—Please remember Warren and Barbara Hayner, John Welch’s sister 

and brother-in-law from Eugene, Oregon.  Warren’s surgery on April 25 went well and he’s 

recovering at home now.  Please also remember Sandy Freeman as she recovers from recent 

surgery. 

Continued Prayers—Prayers of healing and comfort for all 

who have ongoing concerns, including Els Abma, Winnie Beu, 

Carol Benner, Bob Browning, Ann and Russ Dondero, Paul and 

Stephanie Edwards, Lillian Gimre, Sue & Max Groszmann, Alice 

Hoskins, Lois and Dick Johnston, Herb Krueger, Jobina Lacock, 

Jean & Bob Nixon, Yvonne Stacey, Holly & Sherri Vann and 

their family, Tom Wallsteed, Betty Wedell, John & Mary Welch, 

and any other friends and family of our church, not named here. 

Sharing prayers in worship—If you would like your personal prayer concerns shared with 

the community during our on-line worship service on Sunday mornings, please submit them to 

Brendan via email at brendan@fgucc.org by Friday at 6pm with the title "prayer request" in the 

subject line.  You can also text him prayer requests at 401-318-2447 by Friday at the same time.   

How to get on the prayer chain—Are you or someone you know in need of extra prayer 

support?  Our church has a confidential prayer chain ministry. If you’d like to be added to this 

prayer chain, please contact the church office or Sandy Mueller at fguccpray@gmail.com.  

Thank you! 

Prayer Shawls—Do you need a prayer shawl?  Please call Elena in the church office to make 

a request.   

Prayer Shawl Knitting Schedule—Please join us for knitting this 

month via Zoom on Wednesdays, May 6 and 20 from 2-4PM.  The link 

to Zoom will be sent to everyone via email around May 4 and May 18.  

The Prayer Shawls are such a wonderful gift—A gift from the heart that 

touches the hearts of others.  If you have any questions, please contact 

Susan Shepard (503.867.5956) or Elena Parker (503.357.6960). 

mailto:fguccpray@gmail.com
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Updates on Events and Other Church Stuff 

Social Distancing Reminder—The church building is closed for all purposes until we are 

done with social distancing.  Six people currently have 

access to the building.  Among this group of six we 

discourage groups of larger than 3 people at any given 

time. The six people who currently have access to the 

building include the church staff and the three people 

who are involved in recording worship.  Individuals who 

wish to enter the building for any reason need to get 

permission from Elena at this time.  It is likely that 

people who wish to enter the building will be reminded that we need to be staying at home until 

social distancing is over.  Brendan, Kristy, and Joannah are the only three people filming 

worship in person.  It needs to remain this way until we are no longer required to do social 

distancing in order to ensure everyone's health.  We appreciate your patience and understanding! 

Worship Participation—We all miss the whole congregation participating in worship!  

Your involvement would be much appreciated at this time.  We want to let you know that you 

are encouraged to record videos of yourselves delivering children's messages, giving the call to 

the offering, or reading the scripture passage.  You can send your recorded videos to Kristy by 

Saturday morning at 10AM and she can then edit it into our worship service.  If you're called to 

enrich our worship services in this way, please contact Brendan during the week from Monday-

Wednesday to coordinate for the coming Sunday.  Thank you. 

Virtual Learning Community— In mid-April we began hosting a Learning Community 

hour on Sundays at 11AM. All the Learning Community teachers participate via Zoom Chat and 

they continue looking forward to having everyone from our Learning Community together on 

Sunday mornings. Kristy will email all parents a Zoom invite to Learning Community each 

week. If you have any additional questions please contact Kristy. 

We'd still like your picture!  If you did not have a chance to send us your photo before 

Easter, please send us your photo anyway so that we can include it in the photo gallery in the 

Sanctuary.  Email to elena@fgucc.org.  Thank you! 

 

***POSTPONED*** Drum Making Playshop—The Native 

American Medicine Drum-making playshop that was set for Saturday, June 6 

at Willow’s home in Newberg is being postponed for another time in the future. 

A new date will be announced when this event has been rescheduled. 

***CANCELED***  

We're sorry to let you all know that the summer camp program at Camp 

Adams has been canceled for this year. 

 

mailto:elena@fgucc.org
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Urgent Fund Raising Appeal for Family Promise 

Myra Beeler has brought this urgent appeal to our 

attention from Annie Heart, Executive Director of 

Family Promise, with a personal note to members of 

at FGUCC:  "Please be generous in supporting this 

organization whose mission is to assist people 

experiencing homelessness."  

I received a call from a Pastor of a local church.  He said that if we “Family Promise” can raise 

$10,000, an anonymous donor will give us a matching $10,000. 

This would be a huge opportunity for us to continue the Mission and Ministry of Family 

Promise at a time when our community has such a great need for resources! 

My favorite story is the good Samaritan who rescued people stranded on the road. The Samaritan 

took the people to an Inn where the Innkeeper welcomed the strangers.  The Mission of Family 

Promise is to welcome the stranger and today there are many people in need of resources 

and shelter.  But Family Promise is not able to care for families with children who are homeless 

in the same way we have done before. 

And, we are experiencing a financial crisis!!! 

The Good News is that we have an opportunity to apply for a $10,000.00 matching grant.  The 

key words here are “Matching Grant.”  If we raise $10,000.  A member of the community 

will match the $10,000. 

This would be a huge opportunity for us to re-open the Family Promise Shelter as a DAY 

SHELTER AND RESOURCE CENTER for the community (where people can access food, take 

showers, do laundry, use computers, and care for children in a safe place). 

But we need to act quickly! This is where YOU come in! 

The Mission of Family Promise, is to provide resources, advocacy and support services for 

homeless families with children!  But the way we carry out our Mission needs to adapt to fit the 

needs of our community.  Please help us raise $10,000 as soon as possible so we can help our 

community and support the Mission of Family Promise. 

We need to help our community thrive and OUR WORLD NEEDS A BIG HUG ! 

Respectfully, Annie Heart, Executive Director, Family Promise of Washington County Oregon 

 

Here Together 

Celeste Goulding, Our Winter Shelter Services Director, recently dropped 

off campaign signs for VOTE YES on Measure 26-210: End our 

homeless crisis — support homeless services HERETOGETHER.  If 

you'd like to support this measure by placing a sign in your yard, please let 

Elena know so we can arrange delivery-pick-up of a sign to you. 
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*NEW* WCCLS recently launched a new 

program, "Libraries Continue...". They are 

continuing the electronic services they’ve always 

had and have added more content and resources. 

These services and resources include downloadable e-books and audio-books, streaming videos 

and shows, language learning tools, virtual programs like story times, Lynda.com, resume and 

career help tools, live online homework help, The New York Times, genealogy services and 

more. Best of all, these services are FREE and available to anyone with a library card. Library 

cards can be obtained online as well. Check it all out on the WCCLS website at wccls.org. 

 

IMPORTANT Gift Card Phishing SCAM ALERT for our 

FGUCC Members! 

On at least two occasions since Pastor Brendan came to work here 

in early March we’ve had notification from several church 

members letting us know they had received an email that appeared 

to be from Pastor Brendan requesting gift cards. Rest assured 

Pastor Brendan would NEVER send a message of this nature to 

anyone in our church (or anyone, period!)  This is a SCAM and a 

con-artist impersonating Brendan. 

Please note that Pastor Brendan’s email address is brendan@fgucc.org, so if you receive any 

suspicious messages in the future, PLEASE double check the sender’s email address before 

responding.  If it's not from "brendan@fgucc.org" it's not our Brendan.  Please report this SCAM 

to the Forest Grove Police Department, and also report it as SPAM to your email provider.  If 

you have any questions, don’t hesitate to let us know.  Thank you!  

 

Urgent Need for Food Donations 

The Emergency Food Bank at St. Vincent de Paul in Forest Grove is 

closed until further notice. St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry in Hillsboro 

is still open and receiving donations Monday-Friday between 8AM 

and 12PM. The address is 442 SE 3rd Street, Hillsboro, OR (503-693-

6528).  The demand for food during this time is very high and they 

really appreciate donations. Below is the list of most needed items: 

Most wanted foods:  Peanut butter and other nut butters, beans & 

Peas (canned or dried); canned & Boxed meals (soup, chili, stew); 

canned meat (chicken, salmon, tuna); pasta, rice & cereal (whole 

grains); fruits & vegetables (canned and fresh);100% fruit & vegetable 

juice (canned, plastic or boxed); shelf-stable milk, and cooking oil.  

Also, personal hygiene, toilet paper, baby wipes, etc. are needed. 

https://www.wccls.org/libraries-continue
https://www.wccls.org/home
mailto:brendan@fgucc.org
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Stories and words of Hope  

This poem was submitted by Myra Beeler and is 

reprinted with permission. 

How the Virus Stole Easter 

By Kristi Bothur, with a nod to Dr. Seuss  

Twas late in ‘19 when the virus began 

Bringing chaos and fear to all people, each land. 

  

People were sick, hospitals full, 

Doctors overwhelmed, no one in school. 

  

As winter gave way to the promise of spring, 

The virus raged on, touching peasant and king. 

  

People hid in their homes from the enemy unseen. 

They YouTubed and Zoomed, social-distanced, and cleaned. 

April approached and churches were closed. 

“There won’t be an Easter,” the world supposed. 

  

“There won’t be church services, and egg hunts are out. 

No reason for new dresses when we can’t go about.” 

  

Holy Week started, as bleak as the rest. 

The world was focused on masks and on tests. 

  

“Easter can’t happen this year,” it proclaimed. 

“Online and at home, it just won’t be the same.” 

  

Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, the days came and went. 

The virus pressed on; it just would not relent. 

  

The world woke Sunday and nothing had changed. 

The virus still menaced, the people, estranged. 

  

“Pooh pooh to the saints,” the world was grumbling. 

“They’re finding out now that no Easter is coming. 

  

“They’re just waking up! We know just what they’ll do! 

Their mouths will hang open a minute or two, 

And then all the saints will all cry boo-hoo. 
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 “That noise,” said the world, “will be something to hear.” 

So it paused and the world put a hand to its ear. 

  

And it did hear a sound coming through all the skies. 

It started down low, then it started to rise. 

  

But the sound wasn’t depressed. 

Why, this sound was triumphant! 

It couldn’t be so! 

But it grew with abundance! 

  

The world stared around, popping its eyes. 

Then it shook! What it saw was a shocking surprise! 

  

 Every saint in every nation, the tall and the small, 

Was celebrating Jesus in spite of it all! 

  

It hadn’t stopped Easter from coming! It came! 

Somehow or other, it came just the same! 

  

And the world with its life quite stuck in quarantine 

Stood puzzling and puzzling. 

“Just how can it be?” 

  

“It came without bonnets, it came without bunnies, 

It came without egg hunts, cantatas, or money.” 

  

Then the world thought of something it hadn’t before. 

“Maybe Easter,” it thought, “doesn’t come from a store. 

Maybe Easter, perhaps, means a little bit more.” 

  

And what happened then? 

Well....the story’s not done. 

What will YOU do? 

Will you share with that one 

Or two or more people needing hope in this night? 

Will you share the source of your life in this fight? 

  

The churches are empty - but so is the tomb, 

And Jesus is victor over death, doom, and gloom. 

  

So this year at Easter, let this be our prayer, 

As the virus still rages all around, everywhere. 
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May the world see hope when it looks at God’s people. 

May the world see the church is not a building or steeple. 

May the world find Faith in Jesus’ death and resurrection, 

May the world find Joy in a time of dejection. 

May 2020 be known as the year of survival, 

But not only that - 

Let it start a revival. 

 

 

 
 

First Sunday for BEST 
We will not be receiving recycling for 1

st
 Sunday until further notice.  In the meantime, please 

store your recycling at home until we resume collecting on 1
st
 Sundays.   

Here’s our current list of items that we will be accepting: 

× Real block and food Styrofoam, colored and dyes are okay 

× #6 plastics, such as Solo cups and bowls, to go coffee lids, and some 

cookie trays 

× Clean, reusable packing materials (air pillows, peanuts, etc.;  Bonnie 

takes to UPS) 

× Wine corks (REAL ONES ONLY) 

× Fluorescent light bulbs 

× Batteries 

× Planting pots (the Prickett family will reuse) 

× Candle wax (the Prickett family will use) 

PLEASE NOTE:  Any plastic with #1 recycling logo can be tossed in the garbage – they are 

not recyclable.  Be sure to check # on your plastics before delivering them to church, and 

make sure everything is CLEAN.  THANK YOU! 

We accept any time (in the boxes over the coat racks): 

× Cell phones – (You can also take phone back to the store where it was purchased) 

× Printer cartridges (the church gets cash for these or they can go back to the store where 

purchased) 
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Donate a bike! 

Calling all Bikes!!!! Do you have a bicycle that’s been patiently 

waiting to be ridden for longer than you can remember, but, it 

sits neglected and forlorn? DONATE it to Washco Bikes.  

Washco Bikes is a 501(c)(3) not for profit organization whose 

mission is to promote bicycling throughout Washington County 

through education, advocacy and community.  We are accepting 

donations of bikes of any make, model, size and condition! 

We carefully evaluate each donated bike. Durable bikes in good condition are cleaned and tuned 

up. Some go to eligible youth and adults in our community programs. Kid's bikes are in 

particular demand because they may be used in the fleet that we maintain for our youth education 

programs or given to children in under-served communities as a part of our annual "Adopt-A-

Bike" program.  Bikes not needed for our core programs are refurbished and sold in our retail 

shop with the proceeds benefitting our not-for-profit mission. Bikes in poor condition are 

carefully dismantled and usable parts are salvaged. Unusable bikes and parts are carefully 

recycled. 

We have given away 100’s of bikes to date and recycled tons of metal and rubber thanks to 

generous contributions!  

Demand for bikes has been unprecedented during the coronavirus outbreak. Our Community 

Bicycle Center in Hillsboro is still open with full safety procedures in place. Without your help 

we will soon be perilously low on “ready to go bikes!” These bikes provide needed transportation 

and recreation to folks of modest means, families in need, vets, seniors, and essential workers 

looking for reliable transportation. 

Help us keep our staff employed and give those dust covered sculptures in your garages new life. 

We are doing everything we can while instructing people to pedal responsibly and always with 

proper distance and caution. 

We have a bike donation bus and can mask and glove up and come to your driveway, place of 

business, church, or other location to haul away any number of bikes or parts. 

You can also drop your bike at the shop. We have curbside drop off at 137 NE 3rd St, Hillsboro, 

Oregon 97124.  Our business hours are: Monday thru Saturday 10AM to 5PM and Sunday noon 

to 4PM.  Reply to ed@washcobikes.org to arrange a pick up or call 503-975-4052 

Washco Bikes is a not-for-profit organization whose mission is to 

promote bicycle transportation, protect bicyclists’ rights and improve 

bicycling conditions throughout Washington County, Oregon through 

education, advocacy and community.  https://washcobikes.org/ 
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Forest Grove UCC Staff 

FGUCC Moderator 
Eric Canon—canonmetals@gmail.com 

Minister 

Pastor Brendan Curran—brendan@fgucc.org 

Phone: 401-318-2447 

Coordinator of Spiritual Formation 

Kristy Haines—kristy@fgucc.org 

Office Manager 
Elena Parker—elena@fgucc.org  

503-357-6960 

Sexton 

John Davis—sexton2862@gmail.com 

Parish Nurse 

Deva Harris-Williams—fguccparishnurse@gmail.com 

Stephen Ministry 
Jeannine Murrell—wyzone@aol.com 

Renee Mills—millsrenergy@yahoo.com 

Director of Sanctuary Choir 

Laura Frye—lajanefrye@gmail.com 

Organist and Piano Accompanist 

Paul Minor—Pminor@easystreet.net 

Joannah Ball—joannahball@gmail.com 

Director of Children’s Choirs 

Geneva Houx—geneva.houx@gmail.com 

Director of Jubilate Handbell Choir 

Cameron Heilman—heil6014@g.pacificu.edu 

Contact Information 

2032 College Way § (Mail) P.O. Box 265 § Forest Grove, OR 97116 

Phone: (503) 357-9121 § FAX: (503) 359-1462  

Website: www.fgucc.org § Facebook: www.facebook.com/fgucc 
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