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June 2020
“Slow and Steady Wins the Race”
“Love is Patient.” -1 Corinthians 13:4
It’s okay to take it slow and easy right now! Now, you might be asking, “Slow and easy?
What are you talking about?” I hear you! This time of sheltering in place has been an
opportunity to slow down for some but that’s not the case for others. Many have simply had to
keep doing what they’ve been doing all along while adapting to a strange new framework and
context. Kids are going to school on-line. Parents are still working while the kids are at home.
The busyness of daily life is all happening in the same place under one roof. When I remind us
that it’s okay to take it slow and easy, I am simply suggesting that we can all give ourselves
permission to be patient and gentle with ourselves, as we adapt to strange circumstances, and
move forward through uncertain times. If you thought you were over all this but then the reality
of it hits you all over again in another wave, that’s okay. You can be patient with yourself. If
you feel like you don’t have it all together on some days even when you thought you had
everything all under control, that’s okay. You can be patient with yourself. Having rough days
during these times is not a sign of weakness. We are getting through this together. When we
afford ourselves the grace of being patient we center our awareness in the grace and Love that’s
always available and present to us. It becomes possible to see how and where God is moving
and guiding us even through the turbulence.
I want to celebrate the resilience of this congregation in how we have risen to the
occasion of adapting to the challenges of this time. Worship leaders are providing meaningful
services despite our not being able to meet together in person. We are learning new skills in the
process! Our music ministers have created opportunities for musical fellowship and new ways
for people to share their musical gifts. Our nurturers have kept the community connected and are
caring for our members in need of outreach. Prayer shawls and food continue to be distributed.
Gardens are being planted. Our prayers of hope keep rippling out into our world. The learning
community is still engaging children, youth, and families and our religious study opportunities
continue to enrich minds. The movers and shakers among us continue to ask the important
questions, organizing for social justice, and planning how we will continue to serve the unhoused
and other marginalized groups in the broader community. All our ministries are continuing in
ways we never would have thought possible only three months ago. Beloved community, all this
is a testimony to your beautiful faith, hearts, and dedication.
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I also want to congratulate you for being patient. I have seen us practicing patience
while we have ideas and then realize they need to be adapted to what’s possible as we learn to do
what we need to do while maintaining the best health and safety standards. All the adapting we
are being asked to do on so many levels feels uncomfortable at times. The circumstances have
us second guessing our usual actions. It can feel like walking in peanut butter on some days but
the good news is that we are learning and practicing patience. As we do, we are seeing the life
and the Love of God show up in our midst, comforting us, and guiding us through these
uncertain times. So let’s continue to be gentle and patient with ourselves and each other. God is
surely doing something new.
Peace and blessings, Pastor Brendan

Guidelines for Phase 1 Opening
We are happy to announce that as a church body we are also moving forward into our own
version of "Phase 1." Below we have made a list of some new things to expect.
Please note that while some things in the church will be opening, we are strongly requesting
that people don't make a habit of stopping by the church on a regular basis unless they
have arranged a ministry meeting, are attending a faith formation gathering or have
church related questions with the church staff.
* Things NOT changed in “Phase 1”
 Worship Service will continue to be delivered over a virtual platform.
* NEW: Changes in “Phase 1”
 Church building will be open Mon-Thursday, 10AM-3PM.
 Small groups (no larger than 12) can gather at the church by appointment and only one
group at a time can meet in person at the church. These gatherings will be for ministry
meetings and faith formation opportunities. Only the following rooms are available to
meet in:
o Fellowship Hall
o Sanctuary
o Brown Classroom (classroom nearest to the small chapel)
* Proper precautions will be put in place when people come to the church building:
 Face mask coverings must be worn
 6 feet or more physical/social distancing
 Sanitizing kits will be made available to properly clean areas of use
 FGUCC church staff will continue to strongly recommend people in the vulnerable age
and health range to not come to church if possible.
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Congratulations to our 2020 High School Grads!
Nikaya Frye—Nikaya is graduating from FGHS this June and will be attending Linfield
University this fall to study Psychology, in preparation for a career
helping kids. She has always loved kids, from her summer job as a CBAP
camp counselor, to her time volunteering in her brother Adrian’s 3rd
grade classroom. She loves to travel (Peru, China, Mexico were
highlights!), sing (Thanks voice coach Geneva!), dance, exercise, play
volleyball and hurdle, long jump and pole vault (Thanks Coach John
Ball!) She earned an Honors diploma, keeping up on academics while
busy with athletics, NHS volunteer service, a school leadership role and
of course Youth Group, choir and most recently, her debut with the
Strong Wings church band! She’s working at Fred Meyer right now, so please be kind as she
learns how to be a cashier, bag groceries and display apparel!

Kyle Hoekstra—Kyle will graduate from Faith Bible High School in
Hillsboro on June 12th. Throughout high school he has maintained an
overall 4.0 GPA and is a member of the National Honor Society. He
was a varsity soccer player and track athlete for 3 years. While in high
school, he also earned the rank of Eagle Scout. Kyle will attend the
Clark Honors College at the University of Oregon, where he intends to
major in Computer Science while also studying audio engineering.

Clara Van Dyk—Clara is graduating from FGHS this June, having
been awarded an Honors Diploma and named one of several
Valedictorians. Clara plans to attend the University of Northern Colorado,
where she hopes to major in Human Services and to minor in American
Sign Language. Clara is excited for this next adventure!

Jordan Vann—Jordan is graduating from FGHS this June and will be
attending Pacific University this fall, which also means she will be able
to continue playing bells at the church! Currently she plans to study
Computer Science and Mathematics. Her high school highlights
include 8 AP classes, 6 Dual credit classes with all A's (giving her a 4.0
GPA at PCC). She received an ACT super score of 30, an honors
diploma, and to date has been awarded almost $30,000 in scholarships.
She’s a member of the National Honor Society, and did volunteer work
at the food bank, Habitat for Humanity, Family Promise, Virginia
Garcia, Cornelius Library, Forest Grove High School, and of course at
our church. She received the following awards: Achievement Award for Excellence in
Geometry, Achievement Award for Excellence in Algebra 2, Achievement Award for Excellence
in Conceptual Physics, Excellence in Health 1 Award, and was named high school Superstar.
Honestly though, her biggest accomplishment has been doing all of this with an anxiety disorder
and autism.
3 – THE VIEWPOINT

Teacher Appreciation
I would like to lift up in tremendous gratitude, our teachers in the
Learning Community: Windi Withycombe, Carrie Everett,
Patricia Spears, Heather Burk, Ben Lawrence, Jeannine Murrell,
and James & Geneva Houx
The Learning Community continues to be a place where children
and youth grow in their faith walk, develop meaningful
friendships and learn to lead in love. Our teachers have worked
so incredibly hard this year to make sure those important things
continue to happen. I thank you all so much for all your efforts
and dedication you pour into this volunteer position. Our children
and youth are so fortunate for you all.
Much love and many blessings, Kristy

Worship Participation
We still miss the whole congregation participating in worship, and your involvement would be
much appreciated at this time! You are encouraged to record videos of yourselves delivering
children's messages, giving the invitation to offering, reading the scripture passage, or providing
special music (singing or instrumental). You can send your recorded videos to Kristy by Friday
morning at 10AM and she can then edit it into our worship service. If you're called to enrich our
worship services in this way, please contact Elena in the church office during the week for more
information, or Pastor Brendan, Monday-Wednesday to coordinate for the coming Sunday.
Thank you.

Prayer Tree
The Prayer Tree is on College Way just on the other side of the
short courtyard brick wall near the bell tower. Please join us in
continuing to add prayers to our tree. You can bring your own
ribbon (or just take a ribbon from the supply of ribbons on the
tree hanger), and hold it to your heart while you say your
prayer. Then tie your ribbon to the Prayer Tree and let your
prayer be carried on the wind!
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Parish Nurse Notes
As I write this the city of Forest Grove is applying to enter phase one of the Covid 19 pandemic
reopening plan. Your church leadership want you to know that we are reviewing very closely
the city, state and federal guidelines as well as the United Church of Christ Conference
guidelines.
We will be keeping you informed on all of our church’s online platforms, so keep your eye on
your emails and the Viewpoint. This is a learn as we go situation, so we will have several plans
in place. It will be a while before we gather together in a normal fashion. Be patient—it will be a
reality at some point.
The FGUCC Fellowship Hour on Facebook is a very good way to share your stories and stay in
touch and support each other. Wellness Wednesday moments are continuing at this time. If you
have ideas, something that you want support or information about, please let me know. If you
need assistance with your wellness I am available.
Our Prayer Chain, Stephens Ministers, Prayer Shawl Group, Learning Community, Pastoral
Care, Spiritual Formation, Executive Board, F&P all continue to meet regularly (all virtually via
Zoom). FGUCC is known for our commitment to each other, our community, our resilience and
acceptance, and thinking outside the box! We are different but still going strong.
BE strong, when you can, reach out when you need to, lend a hand, wear a mask, wash those
hands. Lean into the Divine in each of us. Know that you are loved. Feel God’s presence in
your midst. Stay well.
Shalom,
Deva, your FGUCC Parish Nurse,

In the meantime, continue to do the FIVE:
 Distance: Faithfully stick to keeping 6 feet apart
 Elbow: Cough and sneeze into it
 Face: Don’t touch it
 Hands: Wash often (especially before & after
shopping)
 Mask: Wear one when you’re out in the community
 Sick: Stay Home
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The Church is Not a Building (but here’s a history of ours)
It’s 1845 and the newly formed West Tuality Plains First Congregational
Church has formally separated itself from East Tuality, has called Harvey
Clark to be its pastor, has been meeting in homes, and sees the need for a
separate meeting house that will serve both as worship center and school
for an increasing number of settlers’ children. A log ‘cabin’ is quickly
put up on the northeast corner of what is now 21st and Main, on property
of the Walkers. ‘The shanty’ doesn’t work well and it doesn’t last long. It is soon repurposed as
… a root cellar.
A new log cabin, 25’ by 40’ and complete with an earthen fireplace and 12-light windows, is put
up in 1848 a short walk from the ‘shanty.’ This one is on 2-1/2 acres of Harvey and Emeline
Clark’s property. Often described as ‘picturesque’ and ‘thoroughly uncomfortable,’ the log
cabin serves a struggling congregation and a growing community. It is a place of worship, a
school, and an orphanage for Tabitha Brown’s 30 children. Today the site is marked by a
petrified stump between Pacific’s Marsh Hall and library. (See photo #1-New Log Cabin, p. 7)
Just two years later, a large frame building was raised to house the fledgling Tualatin Academy,
outdating the log cabin basically overnight. (See photo #2) So, in 1858, the same year Harvey
Clark, Abigail Smith and Tabitha Brown were laid to rest, plans were also laid for a proper New
England-style church (See photo #3). We traded lots with the Academy for 2-1/2 acres ‘over on
the prairie,’ which is right where we are today. The strapped congregation had to forego planned
side doors, a gallery, an ornamental ceiling, but ladies of the church pushed through to provide
plush carpet and a sofa for the pulpit area. A fence surrounding the church was also built – to
encourage marauding livestock to worship elsewhere. The New England-style church was
renovated and repaired for 40 years when, in 1899, an addition was built and the belfry
furnished. Unfortunately, that didn’t last long; for, perhaps aided by locals who resented our
prohibitionist policy, the cord to the bell was cut, the fire department was not informed, and the
church burned to the ground!
Our congregation moved again to campus, which was by then Pacific University, until 1905,
when a Midwestern-style church was dedicated. Complete with leaded glass and a new bell
tower, this church fit right in with the new city atmosphere. New building was expensive – the
bid came in for $10,000; loans were paid off by selling lots for what is now downtown Forest
Grove. So if you hear the expression ‘buy back the block,’ blame the visionaries of one hundred
years ago … or talk to Mayor Pete Truax – whichever! The year 1918 saw us in the midst of a
pandemic … and the church burned down, damaging the bell to boot. (See photo #4)
An Akron-style church was completed in 1920, complete with a roof that leaked, with nooks and
crannies that were charming but also drafty, sooty, and hardly handicap accessible! (See photo
#5) During this period, individuals adorned the church: the stained glass window ‘the Sower’
was dedicated to the memory of the Walker family, ‘Gethsemane’ was given in memory of those
who served in WWI `). The communion table in the chapel was dedicated to missionaries, and
the widow of AT Smith had the bell restored. In 1959 the east side of the education wing was
built, and in 1961 the west wing was added.
— Sandy Freeman
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#1-1848 New Log Cabin (for church & school)

#2-1858 New England Style church

#4-1905 Midwestern-style church
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#3-1850 Tualatin Academy

#5-1920 Akron-style church

#6-The Gethsemane (stained glass window)
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#7-The Sower (stained glass window)

Prayer Requests, Joys & Concerns
Thanks have been received:
Faith and Community: Sitting in the hospital before my recent surgery
could have been lonely, but I had family checking in on me constantly -related family and church family. I was doing Wordscapes just before
they took me in for surgery, and the last word was 'amen!' I knew
everything would be okay. Your cards and phone calls, the warm meal
Brendan brought to my backdoor - and still warm - this stuff sustains us. I am so appreciative of
everything about FGUCC. Thank you for being you. Sandy Freeman

New Prayer Concerns—
Please remember Jobina Lacock as she is learning how to deal with and manage shingles.
Please remember Bette Prickett as she fell recently and broke her arm. Bette’s surgery is
scheduled for Friday, June 12 at Tuality Hospital.
Please remember Myra Beeler as she has been dealing with some health issues and is now
recovering from pace maker surgery on Tuesday, May 26.
Please remember Eugene Hill as he’s dealing with some major health concerns.
Please continue prayers for Ben Lawrence and his family. His grandfather (Red Curtis Grandpa Red) is in Hospice care. Ben’s mom, Sharon Lawrence, will appreciate our prayers and
cards. Her address is 4208 E 83rd Place Tulsa OK 74137. Thank you!

Ongoing Prayer Concerns—Please continue prayers for Warren and Barbara Hayner, John
Welch’s sister and brother-in-law from Eugene, Oregon. Warren continues to recovery from
surgery in late April.

Continued Prayers—Prayers of healing and comfort for all who have ongoing concerns,
including Els Abma, Winnie Beu, Carol Benner, Bob Browning, Ann and Russ Dondero, Paul
and Stephanie Edwards, Lillian Gimre, Sue & Max Groszmann, Alice Hoskins, Lois and Dick
Johnston, Herb & Carlene Krueger, Jobina Lacock, Jean & Bob Nixon, Yvonne Stacey, Holly &
Sherri Vann and their family, Tom Wallsteed, Betty Wedell, John & Mary Welch, and any other
friends and family of our church, not named here.

Sharing prayers in worship—If you would like your personal prayer concerns shared with
the community during our on-line worship service on Sunday mornings, please submit them to
Brendan via email at brendan@fgucc.org by Friday at 6pm with the title "prayer request" in the
subject line. You can also text him prayer requests at 401-318-2447 by Friday at the same time.

How to get on the prayer chain—Are you or someone you know in need of extra prayer
support? Our church has a confidential prayer chain ministry. If you’d like to be added to this
prayer chain, please contact the church office or Sandy Mueller at fguccpray@gmail.com.
Thank you!
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Prayer Shawls—Do you need a prayer shawl? Please call Elena in the church office to make
a request at 503-357-9121 or elena@fgucc.org.

Prayer Shawl Knitting Schedule—Please join us for knitting this
month via Zoom on Wednesdays, June 3 and 17 from 2-4PM. The link
to Zoom will be sent to everyone via email around May 4 and May 18.
The Prayer Shawls are such a wonderful gift—A gift from the heart that
touches the hearts of others. If you have any questions, please contact
Susan Shepard (503.867.5956) or Elena Parker (503.357.6960).

Best wishes to all of you celebrating birthdays in June!
Melissa Timm—1
John Welch—7
Sydney Timm—8
Armani Garfias—10
Dick Lane—14
Jobina Lacock—15
Ivan Edwards-Leeper—17

Pledges and Contributions during this time…
If you normally make contributions or pay your pledge by check,
please continue using this method. (Mail checks to church at P.O.
Box 265, Forest Grove.) Our bookkeeper, Faith Brown, will
continue to come in to the office on a regular basis to process
checks and other contributions.
One convenient way to make recurring contributions, that we’d
encourage you to explore, is with the electronic giving option
through Vanco, an e-Giving solutions provider trusted by more than 20,000 churches nationwide,
and a convenient and secure electronic giving and payment solution. We can set up donations to
be debited automatically from either a checking or savings account. You can find the
authorization form on our website, and once you have completed the form you can scan and
return to church office via email (elena@fgucc.org), or simply return via mail to P.O. Box 265,
Forest Grove, OR 97116. For more information, please call Elena at 503-357-9121 or (503) 3576960. Thank you for your generosity and support!
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Check out our FGUCC YouTube Channel!
If you haven’t already, please be sure to check out our FGUCC YouTube
channel. On this channel we provide worship experiences, Monday meditation
moments, Wednesday Wellness with our parish nurse, Deva, and we also
showcase the gifts and talents of people from our congregation. You can go to
www.youtube.com and search Forest Grove United Church of Christ or you
can click on the following link:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIuWaeKgU21ovhnbFisiMFw?view_as=subscriber
God bless you always, Your FGUCC Staff

Winter Shelter Update
Hello! What a wild time it has been since March, we shut down our Severe Weather Shelter
(SWS) on March 16th and since then I’ve been participating in a Western Washington County
COVID-19 Houseless Taskforce, with state, metro, and city elected officials as well as a number
of non-profit representatives. I was the lead author of two grants submitted to the Community
Enhancement Committee, one to respond to COVID-19, and the Impact Grant, a new fund that is
awarded to one local service organization every 3 years. Winter Shelter was awarded both grants,
giving us just over $8,500 to develop a COVID-19 Response Team, and the Impact Grant giving
us $40,000 per year for 3 years to continue providing services for those experiencing
homelessness, focusing on maintaining participation in the Severe Weather Shelter system as
feasible, and planning with our community for the adaptation of year-round services locally. We
are in the process of transferring the majority of Winter Shelter contracts and agreements to the
Forest Grove Foundation. The Forest Grove Foundation has taken on fiduciary sponsorship of
SWS for the time being. I am working with their Board of Directors to see if adapting payroll is
possible for this organization, as they are currently set-up as volunteer board-run entity.
I have been able to continue working with a number of extremely dedicated volunteers to
provide meals to the unhoused locally. With the COVID-19 funding and UCC’s support by
providing payroll services we have a bi-lingual Outreach Team on the ground in Forest Grove
and Cornelius working a total of 30 hours per week currently funded through June 5, and
possibly a bit longer as we do have some small private donations coming in. The Outreach Team
has been able to provide meal and hygiene supply support, as well as beginning to assist with
connections to services in regards to EBT and ID replacements. This Outreach Team is the first
dedicated local resource outside of our seasonal Winter Shelter to assist those experiencing
homelessness. We’ve been able to use a number of our shelter supplies for this outreach, and also
have had strong partnership with both Closet Green and GG’s House to provide needed goods.
An award from the Oregon Food Bank to provide Emergency Meal Services has allowed us to
maintain high quality of food for our Outreach Team and also support catered meals at Open
Door via contracting with local restaurants. This particular Oregon Food Bank funding was
unavailable to use for anything other than direct food purchasing.
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Right now Winter Shelter is at a pivotal point in its growth. For one thing, it’s time for another
re-brand. There is a deep need for year-round services locally, on one hand to help alleviate the
suffering being felt by those living without housing, and on the other to develop supportive
housing options. Funding has been the crux of so many problems that I’ve seen over my 5 years
being associated with the Shelter. Even with the wonderful recognition that is the Impact Grant,
I know through experience that $40,000 is not enough to responsibly staff a shelter season, let
alone try and sustain any sort of local presence year-round. There’s the question of not having
enough funding to adequately staff Severe Weather Shelter participation, and now the more
pressing concern of the existence of COVID-19. Between the two I’m not comfortable
continuing to plan on shelter being hosted at FGUCC for the 2020-2021 Season, at least not
under my direction.
However, I do not want anyone to doubt my dedication to providing services locally and I deeply
want to work with the broad community that has brought Winter Shelter where it is today to
forge a path that leverages our local resources and develops plans of action before moving
forward. I do think the Impact Grant can be the catalyst to take this grassroots sheltering program
into a more sustainable level of services, but with all growth comes a level of discomfort. I think
that a realistic view of the upcoming economic situation tells us that there will be a sharp rise in
poverty-related crisis, leading to more visible and desperate acts of poverty locally. Act of
Poverty: Camping Illegally, Occupying of Public Space in ways deemed inappropriate, utilizing
of public restrooms and other infrastructure to meet basic needs; acts that are deemed illegal or
reprehensible but that are directly related to the experience of extreme poverty. There is not
Federal leadership, nor strong political will to fund social services, let alone make the expansions
needed to recover from the Housing and Economic crisis. Even in Oregon that has fairly
judiciously raised funds to continue basic services, an 18%+ budget cut is expected coming out
of this State of Emergency. It is time for us as a community that has rallied around the existence
of this Shelter to come together and look not at what “should be” but at “what is” and take
mindful steps forward.
Finally, to that end, there is a survey that I am hoping will provide myself and the small group
around me talking strategic planning, with some direction, and also help fill in our gaps in skill
set. Please take the time to complete this survey online (see link below). If you have any deeper
thoughts or resources, or a name suggestion for what Winter Shelter morphs into next, please
reach out to me directly at 503-985-8815 or celeste.goulding@gmail.com. While I’ve never sat
in your pews, my heart is with the Congregation of UCC as I know yours is with those unhoused
and otherwise suffering in our community.
Survey Link: https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/G57WBRPQsFFm4d8kRkZuQ?t=1590085326
Peace,
Celeste Goulding MSW
Shelter and Services Director
Winter Shelter of Forest Grove and Cornelius
503-985-8815
celeste.goulding@gmail.com
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Forest Grove UCC Staff
FGUCC Moderator
Eric Canon—canonmetals@gmail.com
Minister
Pastor Brendan Curran—brendan@fgucc.org
Phone: 401-318-2447
Coordinator of Spiritual Formation
Kristy Haines—kristy@fgucc.org
Office Manager
Elena Parker—elena@fgucc.org
503-357-6960
Sexton
John Davis—sexton2862@gmail.com
Parish Nurse
Deva Harris-Williams—fguccparishnurse@gmail.com
Stephen Ministry
Jeannine Murrell—wyzone@aol.com
Renee Mills—millsrenergy@yahoo.com
Director of Sanctuary Choir
Laura Frye—lajanefrye@gmail.com
Organist and Piano Accompanist
Paul Minor—Pminor@easystreet.net
Joannah Ball—joannahball@gmail.com
Director of Children’s Choirs
Geneva Houx—geneva.houx@gmail.com
Director of Jubilate Handbell Choir
Cameron Heilman—heil6014@g.pacificu.edu
Contact Information
2032 College Way  (Mail) P.O. Box 265  Forest Grove, OR 97116
Phone: (503) 357-9121  FAX: (503) 359-1462
Website: www.fgucc.org  Facebook: www.facebook.com/fgucc
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