The Viewpoint
News From the Forest Grove United
Church of Christ

July 2020
“Emerging!”
“Sing to the Lord a new song. Sing to the Lord all the earth.” -Psalm 96:1
Dear Church,
The summer months are upon us and we arrive together in a season of emergence! We are sent
out as the church in this season of Pentecost to carry the light of Christ into the world
proclaiming God’s peace with justice. I see beautiful yellow and black swallowtail butterflies
flitting about among the flowers having emerged from their chrysalises. Our high school
graduates who make us so proud are venturing off into the beginning stages of their young adult
lives. The rest of us continue to emerge into our dreams and visions, into the fullness of life with
every breathe we take in gratitude. Change and new horizons of justice and liberation are
emerging out of the cries of protest heard throughout our land. Some of us are undergoing new
beginnings. Others are healing. Some are moving through times of great difficulty and grief, yet
emerge into the compassionate arms of God as they are carried by song and prayer and the power
of the sacred. In all these and so many other beautiful ways, we are emerging into new and
greater expressions of creation. In all the ways we emerge, we are singing a new song to the
Lord!
We are also emerging from strict sheltering in place restrictions! I hope we are all continuing to
wear a mask, practicing safe social distancing, and doing everything we need to do to remain
safe, healthy, and well. I must say I find it such a joy to finally be able to meet face to face with
people in the congregation for lunch and/or in small group meetings. I wanted to take this
opportunity to celebrate some of the upcoming programs and opportunities for us to be together
in person. First of all, as mentioned, I am available to meet! Let’s get a cup a coffee together.
Call me up and we can find a time! Kristy, our brilliant spiritual coordinator continues to lead
our learning community. Upcoming events are a game night and a mural project! For the next
three months, our outreach team is going to be offering a social justice movie night with a short
movie and discussion for our congregation and the extended community. The religious study
group is staying current with their content and is reading, “The Cross and the Lynching Tree,” by
the black liberation theologian James Cone. The book explores African American spirituality,
anti-black racism, and all the ways our faith calls us to dismantle oppression in ourselves and in
our society. The religious study is extending this book study to the whole congregation and
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hopes we all join in reading this book together. If you can’t make the Wednesday book study
time, there will be times scheduled to check in and discuss the book.
There is also going to be a monthly creative prayer meeting! Unfortunately, we cannot yet
gather for worship as a large group but the prayer group/prayer flag project is an opportunity for
us to have spiritual fellowship together in small groups and extend our messages of hope out to
the community beyond our walls. The only stipulation to our gathering as we meet during phase
1 of re-entry is that we can only meet in groups of 12. If you would like to sign up to participate
in one of these small group ministry opportunities, please reserve your spot with Elena in
advance as the spaces are limited for now. These are just some of the exciting offerings coming
down the road. Please continue reading for more specific details and times. It’s a joy to emerge
from the chrysalis into a new song with you all.
Grace, peace, and joy in Christ, Brendan

New Events for FGUCC member engagement and participation!
Book Study: “The Cross and the Lynching Tree,” by James Cone.
James Cone was widely regarded as one of the most influential theologians in America.
Inducted into the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, he was Bill and Judith Moyers
Distinguished Professor of Systematic Theology at Union Theological Seminary, NY. His
landmark books include Black Theology and Black Power; A Black Theology of Liberation;
Martin & Malcolm & America, and God of the Oppressed. Called, “A landmark in the
conversation about race and religion in America, “The Cross and the Lynching Tree,” explores
themes of African-American spirituality, ending anti-black racism, and how God turns death into
liberation. The congregation is invited to participate in this timely study.
The religious study group meets Wednesdays at 10am via zoom. E-mail Brendan and
Elena if you would like to participate.
Book Study check-in times: For those who cannot make the Wednesday meetings but would
like to discuss the book, we will meet in fellowship hall on Tuesday, Aug. 11th from 7-8pm. and
Tuesday Sept. 15th from 7-8pm. Please reserve your spot with Elena if you would like to
come in-person. There will also be an opportunity to join these check-ins via zoom.

Prayer Group/Prayer Flag Project
Come make prayer flags with Pastor Brendan! This small creative prayer group meeting is an
opportunity for us to connect with each other in person and share our prayers with each other and
our extended community using a creative medium. We will gather and decorate beautiful pieces
of fabric with our prayers to hang them around the church and in our community so our prayers
can be seen and felt. Prayer flag making supplies and instructions will be provided by our world
renowned crafters and seamstresses. You only need to bring your warm hearts, hopes, and
prayers. All are welcome! Please remember to reserve your spot with Elena in advance.
Prayer Group/Prayer Flag Making Dates: Wed. July 15th, 6:30-8:30. Wed. August 19th,
6:30-8:30, Wed. Sept. 16th, 6:30-8:30.
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Social Justice Movie Nights
The outreach team invites the congregation and the extended community to participate in a
movie discussion series on the topic of tactical non-violent strategy. Movie nights will involve a
brief movie showing followed by a discussion. The methods and practices of non-violence can
be applied to everything from our daily lives to the work of overthrowing oppressive systems!
Movie nights will be on the second Wednesday of every month. All are welcome to participate
in this timely movie/discussion series. (If you can’t make it by 5pm, it’s okay to come in late!)
Spaces are limited. Please reserve your seat with Elena.

Dates/Times:
Wed. July 8th, 5pm-8pm: “A Force More Powerful: Part 1”
Wed. Aug. 12th: “A Force More Powerful: Part 2
Wed. Sept. 9th: “How to start a revolution.”

Movie summaries:
A Force More Powerful is a documentary series on one of the 20th century's most
important and least-known stories: how nonviolent power overcame oppression and authoritarian
rule. It includes six cases of movements, and each case is approximately 30 minutes long.

How to Start a Revolution is a BAFTA Award-winning British documentary film about
Nobel Peace Prize nominee and political theorist Gene Sharp, described as the world's foremost
scholar on nonviolent revolution. The 2011 film describes Sharp's ideas, and their influence on
popular uprisings around the world.
Peace and blessings, Pastor Brendan

Would you like to participate in worship?
We continue to miss our congregation’s presence and participation in
worship, and your involvement would be so appreciated at this time!
You are encouraged to record videos of yourselves delivering children's
messages, giving the invitation to offering, reading the scripture passage,
or providing special music (singing or instrumental). If you're called to
enrich our worship services in this way, please contact Elena, Kristy or
Pastor Brendan for more information and to coordinate for the coming
Sunday.
New Option for participation in worship: Since we're now in Phase 1, we are offering the
opportunity for people to come in to church during the week (Mondays and Tuesdays only) for
Kristy to record scripture readings, music etc. If this option appeals to you, please let us know so
we can coordinate timing. Otherwise, just send your recording(s) to Kristy by Wednesday
mornings at 10AM, so she can edit these into our worship service (kristy@fgucc.org). Thank
you!
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Prayer Requests, Joys & Concerns
Thanks have been received:
Dear Church Family,
In this time of pandemic you have expressed your kindness and
compassion to my family at the loss of our daughter, sister and mother
-- Jordana Jones Bowen. Thank you so much for flowers, cards, food
and prayers.
As we continue this hard journey through grief in these already
challenging times, please continue to remember us in your prayers. I
am in the midst of a custody battle with Caia's biological father.
Thank you, and blessings — Joana Jones, Jessica Turner and Caia Bowen

A personal note from Deva:
My family lost our beloved Aidan Marinelli on June 10th. Aidan is my daughter Jade’s, brother,
and he was 28 years old. It’s a wonderful family story about how we all became not only family
but such good friends. His death was drug related, not intentional – a tragic and very common
thread that touches so many families. We have been together supporting each other in these last
weeks. I’m doing my best to be present in each moment.
Thank you for your ever-present love, prayers and support! Deva and Family.

New and ongoing Prayer Concerns—


Please remember Herb and Carlene Krueger as Herb is entering final life stages.



Sympathy—Our hearts go out in deepest sympathy to Rich Burk and his family upon the
recent death of his brother, Marc Burk. Please keep the Burk family, especially Marc’s
wife Shannan and their children in your prayers during this time.



Sympathy—Our hearts go out in deepest sympathy to the family and
friends of George Williams who died on Tuesday, June 23 in Walla
Walla, Washington. George and his wife LaVerne were members of
Forest Grove UCC for many years until their move to Walla Walla in
2016. In lieu of a memorial service there will be a viewing for
George on Wednesday, July 1 from 12:00-7:00 PM and Thursday,
July 2 from 10:00 AM to 12:30 PM at Fuiten, Rose, & Hoyt Funeral
Home. The family regrets to let us know that due to Covid19
restrictions, the graveside funeral service is reserved to family
members only. Cards for the family can be sent to Alan Williams, 30615 SW Ruth St.,
Unit 5712, Wilsonville, OR. 97070.



Please remember Christine and Richard Kidd as Christine has been diagnosed with breast
cancer.



Please keep Stephanie and Paul Edwards in your prayers as Stephanie continues to
recover from a knee replacement surgery on Tuesday, June 16.



Please remember Bette and Ken Prickett as Bette continues to recover from arm/shoulder
surgery on Friday, June 12.
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Please keep Marcia Bickford and Jobina Lacock in your prayers as they both continue to
recover – Marcia from a broken wrist and Jobina from shingles.



Please remember Ben Lawrence and his family. His grandfather (Red Curtis - Grandpa
Red) is in Hospice care. Ben’s mom, Sharon Lawrence, will appreciate our prayers and
cards. Her address is 4208 E 83rd Place Tulsa OK 74137. Thank you!

Continued Prayers—Prayers of healing and comfort for all who have ongoing concerns,
including Els Abma, Myra Beeler, Winnie Beu, Carol Benner, Marcia Bickford, Bob Browning,
Ann and Russ Dondero, Paul and Stephanie Edwards, Lillian Gimre, Sue & Max Groszmann,
Alice Hoskins, Lois and Dick Johnston, Herb & Carlene Krueger, Jobina Lacock, Jean & Bob
Nixon, Yvonne Stacey, Holly & Sherri Vann and their family, Tom Wallsteed, Betty Wedell,
and any other friends and family of our church, not named here.

Sharing prayers in worship—If you would like your personal prayer concerns shared with
the community during our on-line worship service on Sunday mornings, please submit them to
Brendan via email at brendan@fgucc.org by Friday at 6pm with the title "prayer request" in the
subject line. You can also text him prayer requests at 401-318-2447 by Friday at the same time.

How to get on the prayer chain—Are you or someone you know in need of extra prayer
support? Our church has a confidential prayer chain ministry. If you’d like to be added to this
prayer chain, please contact the church office or Sandy Mueller at fguccpray@gmail.com.
Thank you!

Prayer Shawls—Do you need a prayer shawl? Please call Elena in the church office to make
a request at 503-357-9121 or elena@fgucc.org.

Prayer Shawl Knitting Schedule—Please join us for knitting this
month via Zoom on Wednesdays, July 1 and 15 from 2-4PM. The link to
Zoom will be sent to everyone in the prayer shawl knitting group via email.
If you’d like to participate, please call or email Elena (elena@fgucc.org and
503.357.9121). You can also contact Susan Shepard for more information
at 503.867.5956. The Prayer Shawls are such a wonderful gift—A gift from
the heart that touches the hearts of others.

Best wishes to all of you celebrating birthdays in July!
Ralph Brown—3
Bonnie McDowell—4
Zane Harter—4
Quinn Harter—4
Janet Hansen—9
Max Cranson—11
Linda Terhorst—12
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Mike Terhorst—12
Liam Horn—14
Mary Welch—15
Jeane Canon—16
Adrian Frye—27
BJ Bower—30

Virtual Game Night Rescheduled!
Come join the fun Wednesday, July 8th, 4-5 PM for a virtual game night of Mafia! All ages are
welcome to participate. This game night will be hosted by one of our youth, Jimmy Houx, and
will be played over Zoom. Please RSVP with Kristy, kristy@fgucc.org. We will be sending out a
confirmation email later in the week with rules and instructions, and it will include the Zoom
Invite link. Any additional questions please contact Kristy.

Volunteer Opportunities for families at Church this summer
John Davis needs extra help with yard work on our church grounds
this summer. He had the idea for individual families to set a date
and time to come and help him for a few hours. This would be
done keeping proper social distance, etc. If you’re interested in a
family-church project of this nature, please let us know. Thank
you for contemplating the possibility!

Here’s to Founders - Then and Now
While we’re celebrating our 175th anniversary later this year, July 26 is
the official mark of our 175 years. I’d like to place this month’s focus not
just on Harvey and Tabitha, but on the continuing energy and
commitment of a people who listen to a still-speaking God. That was our
founders; that is us.
A timeline would show the West Tualatin Plains Congregational Church founded in 1845;
shortly after that was Tabitha’s orphan school, then Tualatin Academy. By 1858 it was obvious
Naylor’s Burying Ground wouldn’t suffice, so we established a cemetery … Mt. View, which
became a non-profit entity in 1935. In 1939 the conference had Camp Adams: we built the first
cabin there, leading the way for other churches to also build. Camping was so popular, our
church decided to buy its own camp in nearby Timber. The 24 acres was purchased for $37,000,
used many years, and then sold in 1974 for $70,000. In the 1970’s the church started a senior
citizen drop-in center, which eventually moved into the Senior Center Forest Grove has today
(now known as the Forest Grove Senior and Community Center).
There was a need for daycare: we started West Side Day Care. We had over 100 infants in our
Learning Community one summer so migrant workers could work without jeopardizing their
children. We’ve sponsored a Habitat for Humanity project. We advocated for affordable
housing years before we started Winter Shelter. I’m sure I’ve missed some things, and the list
goes on.
What’s important is that everyone ‘in’ the church also advocates for people and issues ‘outside’
the church. When Mark Stave brings Will to church, my heart smiles; when I read Seth
Prickett’s 7th school in Ghana is to be named Jack Beu Elementary, I see love spreading all over
the world. So I propose a toast … to 175 years of founders, and to those who will move us in the
future to Draw the Circle Wide … Wider Still.
Sandy Freeman, 175th Anniversary Committee
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Fund-raiser for Shadi and the Hispanic Church
We are asking the congregation for donations to cover the cost of
Shadi's guitar that was stolen during the church break-in in early May.
Shadi recently discovered this loss when he came to pick up music
equipment from the Chapel. We’re looking to raise $500 dollars. If
we receive more than $500, the additional amount will be offered to
the Hispanic church as an in-kind donation. If you're interested in
joining others in this fund-raiser, please send a check payable to
FGUCC to P.O. Box 265, Forest Grove, OR 97116 with memo:
"Shadi's fundraiser." Thank you so much!

Guidelines for Phase 1 Opening
We are still following our own version of "Phase 1 Opening" that began on June 1. Below is the
list of things to expect.
Please note that while some things in the church will be opening, we are strongly requesting
that people don't make a habit of stopping by the church on a regular basis unless they
have arranged a ministry meeting, are attending a faith formation gathering or have
church related questions with the church staff.
* Things NOT changed in “Phase 1”
 Worship Service will continue to be delivered over a virtual platform.
* NEW: Changes in “Phase 1”
 Church building will be open Mon-Thursday, 10AM-3PM.
 Small groups (no larger than 12) can gather at the church by appointment and only one
group at a time can meet in person at the church. These gatherings will be for ministry
meetings and faith formation opportunities. Only the following rooms are available to
meet in:
o Fellowship Hall
o Sanctuary
o Brown Classroom (classroom nearest to the small chapel)
* Proper precautions will be put in place when people come to the church building:
 Face mask coverings must be worn
 6 feet or more physical/social distancing
 Sanitizing kits will be made available to properly clean areas of use
 FGUCC church staff will continue to strongly recommend people in the vulnerable age
and health range to not come to church if possible.
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Volunteers needed to support Summer Meals Program:
Nourishing Oregon’s Kids
It takes a community!
“For children who depend on free or
reduced school lunches, summer break can
be an especially difficult time. The
Summer Meals program is an incredibly
simple, yet rewarding way to spend an
afternoon. The time commitment is
minimal. The setting is lovely. It is
something you can do as an individual, as
a family or as a group of friends.”
Summer Meals is a federally funded program that ensures all children up to age 18 meet their
nutritional needs. The Forest Grove School District (Sodexo) prepares the meals and partners
with community volunteers to deliver and distribute meals at local park locations.

How You Can Help
The Summer Meals Program depends on community volunteers. For meals to be served, they’re
required to have a minimum of two volunteers per park to assist with setup and food distribution.
A third person picks up and delivers food and assists with food distribution. Children can
accompany a volunteer at the park as long as they are able to abide by social distancing
requirements and will be the sole responsibility of the parent/guardian onsite.
If you would like to volunteer, please take time to review the training materials (click below),
print and sign the Acknowledgement Form and bring it with you on your first day of
volunteering (place in the binder onsite). We ask all volunteers to review and sign the
Acknowledgement.
LOCATIONS MEALS ARE SERVED: Click here to download the latest schedule and hours
of operation. Click here to sign up.
Please feel free to reach out to Laycee Pickerill, 503-359-8110 ext 4546, with any questions. For
complete information click on this link to go directly to the website:
https://communityconnectionwest.squarespace.com/summer-lunch-program
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Pledges and Contributions during this time…
If you normally make contributions or pay your pledge by check,
please continue using this method. (Mail checks to church at P.O.
Box 265, Forest Grove.) Our bookkeeper, Faith Brown, will
continue to come in to the office on a regular basis to process
checks and other contributions.
One convenient way to make recurring contributions, that we’d
encourage you to explore, is with the electronic giving option
through Vanco, an e-Giving solutions provider trusted by more than 20,000 churches nationwide,
and a convenient and secure electronic giving and payment solution. We can set up donations to
be debited automatically from either a checking or savings account. You can find the
authorization form on our website, and once you have completed the form you can scan and
return to church office via email (elena@fgucc.org), or simply return via mail to P.O. Box 265,
Forest Grove, OR 97116. For more information, please call Elena at 503-357-9121 or (503) 3576960. Thank you for your generosity and support!

Check out our FGUCC YouTube Channel!
If you haven’t already, please be sure to check out our FGUCC YouTube
channel. On this channel we provide worship experiences, Monday meditation
moments, Wednesday Wellness with our parish nurse, Deva, and we also
showcase the gifts and talents of people from our congregation. You can go to
www.youtube.com and search Forest Grove United Church of Christ or you
can click on the following link:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIuWaeKgU21ovhnbFisiMFw?view_as=subscriber
God bless you always, Your FGUCC Staff

Continue to do the FIVE:
 Hands: Wash often
 Elbow: Cough and sneeze into it
 Face: Don’t touch it
 Distance: Stay 6 or more feet apart
 Feel Sick? Stay home
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Forest Grove UCC Staff
FGUCC Moderator
Eric Canon—canonmetals@gmail.com
Minister
Pastor Brendan Curran—brendan@fgucc.org
Phone: 401-318-2447
Coordinator of Spiritual Formation
Kristy Haines—kristy@fgucc.org
Office Manager
Elena Parker—elena@fgucc.org
503-357-6960
Sexton
John Davis—sexton2862@gmail.com
Parish Nurse
Deva Harris-Williams—fguccparishnurse@gmail.com
Stephen Ministry
Jeannine Murrell—wyzone@aol.com
Renee Mills—millsrenergy@yahoo.com
Director of Sanctuary Choir
Laura Frye—lajanefrye@gmail.com
Organist and Piano Accompanist
Paul Minor—Pminor@easystreet.net
Joannah Ball—joannahball@gmail.com
Director of Children’s Choirs
Geneva Houx—geneva.houx@gmail.com
Director of Jubilate Handbell Choir
Cameron Heilman—heil6014@g.pacificu.edu
Contact Information
2032 College Way  (Mail) P.O. Box 265  Forest Grove, OR 97116
Phone: (503) 357-9121  FAX: (503) 359-1462
Website: www.fgucc.org  Facebook: www.facebook.com/fgucc
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