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Save the Dates! 
¨ Saturday, December 24, 8:00 PM Christmas Eve Candlelight 

Worship Service 

¨ Tuesday, December 27, 1:30-6:30 PM American Red Cross 
Blood Drive (Fellowship Hall) 

¨ Sunday, January 8-15—Host Family Bridge 

¨ Tuesday, January 17, 12:00 Noon—Senior Lunch & Cabaret 

¨ Sunday, January 29, 2012—Annual meeting for year 2011 
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Christmastime Worship Schedule 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service—Saturday, 
December 24, 8:00 PM 
Hush.  Be still.  The moment is here.  The Light of Christ is reborn 
in our hearts!  Choirs sing, candles flame.  Christ has come again!  
 

Christmas Day, 10:00 AM—An abbreviated “Christmas 
Carol” worship service will be held on Sunday, December 25 at 10 
AM. 
 
On Christmas Eve and Christmas Day we will not have childcare or 
Learning Community.  We will have “Busy bags” available if 
wanted. 
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T hanks so much for your 
ongoing support of our 

church.  Your financial giving 
allows us to continue great work 
in our communities.  Now for 
the numbers.  Income and ex-
pense figures for this final quar-
ter of the year are tracking 
closely with last year.  We’re 
about $6000 short of last year’s 
pledge and plate offerings year 
to date, but our wildly success-
ful auction (over $12,000 in 
gross receipts and growing) has 
put us over the top of our fund-
raising goals.  Hooray for all of 
the hard work and generosity 
that has gone into that event!  
As of this summer, we had pro-
jected a deficit of over $46,000 
but with faithful giving, extra 
efforts and a careful eye on ex-
penses, we’ve reduced that gap 
to a projected deficit of just over 
$28,500.  By the time all of the 
Auction figures shake out, we 
anticipate narrowing that gap 
even further.  If historic giving 
patterns run true, November and 
December tend to put the num-
bers in a very cheery category 
so we are hopeful the spirit of 
giving continues to show up in 
the offerings.  Thanks again for 
your generosity and for all the 

ways you contribute to spread-
ing the Good News of God’s 
unending love. 

“We’re also happy to accept 
your pledge cards for 2012 at 
your earliest convenience.  
Thanks!” 

— Your Stewardship Team 

Stewardship Note— 
Don’t let the fact that Christmas 
and New Year’s Day both hap-
pen on Sundays put you into a 
Holiday Slump.  Please make 
church attendance AND your 
contributions a priority in these 
next weeks.  Thank you! 

 

Wrapping up Year-
End loose ends — 
 
Especially this time of year 
when many of us are making 
year-end contributions, if you 
are planning to donate stock, it 
is very important that you con-
tact us to let us know your 
name, which stock, and which 
company we will be receiving 
the stock sale information from, 
i.e. Edward Jones, etc.  If you 
have any question, please don’t 
hesitate to ask.  Thank you!  
 
— Terrie Molin,  
     Financial Secretary 
 
 
 
 

Merry Scripmas!  
If you are down to stocking 
stuffers and last minute Christ-
mas gift anxiety, we have a 
great solution for you!  You can 
either buy scrip (gift cards, in-
cluding, Starbucks, movie 
passes, Jamba Juice, Red Robin, 
Subway, Stanford’s and much 
more) that we have right on 
hand after worship on Sunday, 
December 11, or you can place 
an order that will be filled and 
ready for you on Sunday, De-
cember 18.  The church receives 
a percentage of scrip sales, your 
“giftee” gets what they really 
want, and you can breathe a 
Santa-sized sigh of relief!  Sun-
day, December 11 is the last day 
to place a scrip order before 
winter break.  Orders placed 
December 18 through January 
1, 2012 will not be available for 
pickup until Sunday, January 8, 
2012.  The scrip office is closed 
December 16 through January 
2, 2012.  

Thank you for your support!   

—FGUCC Scrip Team 
 

“Blue Skies Stewardship Campaign Update” 

Follow us on Facebook! 
Follow us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/fgucc.  Be 
sure to click the “Like” 
button to receive updates 
from us. 
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I t really shouldn’t make that 
much of a difference.  It’s just 

a couple of fake trees, some 
beaded ornaments, plants and 
strings of small lights.  No one 
item, excluding the tree, could 
get more than a buck and a half 
on E-Bay.  The whole ensemble 
went up well after breakfast and 
was done well before supper.  It 
doesn’t cost much in time or 
money, yet the Advent transfor-
mation at church is magical. 

Part of the magic comes from 
the rapidity of the transition.  
Ordinary time drags on for 30 
plus weeks with only the brief 
interruption of Pentecost way 
back in May or June to break the 
monotony.  Thanksgiving Sun-
day’s cornucopia the week be-
fore Advent hints at the change 
to come, but it’s nothing like the 
total makeover of that first Sun-
day. 

Another part of the magic comes 
from the delight at seeing tradi-
tions played out anew.  The mini

-trees and lights on the back of 
the chancel stand sentinel where 
they belong.  The Chrismon or-
naments come out of their hiber-
nation for yet another appear-
ance.  The children parade 
through the sanctuary with poin-
settias and candle globes, plac-
ing them just so as “greening” 
the Sanctuary happens in glori-
ous chaos yet again. 

The final part of the magic 
comes from anticipating what 
will happen differently this year.  
What new music or message or 
addition to the panoply of Ad-
vent/Christmas will become the 
stuff of legend?  This year, our 
twist is the “Progressive Christ-
mas Pageant” where we’re tell-
ing the Christmas story through 
one set of costumed characters at 
a time.  Pre-worship preparation 
is mayhem and it’s wonderful.  

It really shouldn’t make much of 
a difference, these bits of plastic 
and light, these made-over pil-
low-cases and bits of rope, these 
old stories and songs heard over 
and over again, but it does.  Ad-
vent has the power to refresh our 
hope, renew our love, restore our 
peace and awaken our joy as we 
prepare to receive the light of 
Christ’s love into our lives again 
if only we let it in. 

Our task for the season is not to 
buy the best gift or produce the 
best feast or to fill our calendars 
with even more concerts, plays, 

parties or festivities than last 
year.  Our task is simply this: to 
be moved, to be touched, to feel 
the brush of angel wings inviting 
us to laugh or cry or hug or 
serve out of the best people we 
are and hope to be. 

That laughter, those tears, those 
impulses toward generosity 
shouldn’t make much of a differ-
ence, but they seem to make all 
the difference in the world. 

Happy Advent, 

—Pastor Jennifer 

Not Much of A Difference 

Pastor Jennifer Yocum 

The Pastor’s Pint has 
moved to the Urban 
Decanter 

P lease join Pastor Jennifer 
during the month of De-

cember at Urban Decanter at 
2030 Main Street.  The time is 
still the same, 4:30-6:00 PM.  
If you are a friend or visitor to 
our church (not yet a member) 
your beverage is on the 
house—the House of God, that 
is.  See you on Wednesday 
afternoons between 4:30 and 
6:00 PM 

 — Pastor Jennifer 
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Advent Highlights 
First Sunday of Advent—Peace.  “Glory to 
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to 
those on whom God’s favor rests.” Luke 2:14  The 
tradition unfolds--greening the sanctuary—singing 
the first carols—lighting the candle of the Advent 
wreath.  This Sunday our shepherds appear to tell us 
what it takes to make peace in the world. Do we do 
that through setting up rules, laws and programs?  Do 
we accomplish peace by becoming more peaceful in 
our own hearts?  Perhaps it’s a blend of both. 

Second Sunday of Advent—Joy.  And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in 
the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. Luke 2:10-11. This Sunday our “angels” 
appear, singing and dancing a message of joy.  Delight lasts a moment.  Happiness comes and 
goes in a day.  Joy flows at a deeper level through channels carved by tears.  What is the recipe 
for joy, not just at this holiday season, but in our lives?  Following worship, children are invited 
to make more joy visible at the Advent Workshop.   

Third Sunday of Advent—Love. (A)n angel of the Lord appeared to him (Joseph) in a 
dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because 
what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give 
him the name Jesus,[a] because he will save his people from their sins.”Matthew1:20b-21 The 
whole of the Christmas story is a love story—Mary’s love for God, Joseph’s love for Mary, 
God’s love for all the world empowered them all to say “yes” to each other.  Today the “Holy 
Family” appears to tell us how love makes a family even in the most unlikely circumstances. 

Fourth Sunday of Advent—Hope. (A)ll who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, 
which were just as they had been told. Luke 2:18-20. This is the Sunday where we put the Nativ-
ity Scene all together, shepherds and animals, angels, and the Holy Family. Awe, wonder, expec-
tation, the characters in our story all knew what it meant to have their dreams shattered in one 
way or another.  Could they find the courage to hope again?  Can we? 

Saturday, Dec. 24th—Christmas Eve (8:00 PM)  Hush.  Be still.  The moment is here.  
The Light of Christ is reborn in our hearts!  Choirs sing, candles flame. Christ has come again! 

Sunday, December 25th—Christmas Day (10 AM)  Ring the bells and sing the songs. 
We’ll gather to worship God as we do every Sunday knowing that the Christmas season is just 
starting!  We’ll pray that love, peace, hope and joy are the nature of our “presence” all year long. 
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Advent Prayers—— 
Advent is my favorite season of the church year. Recently, I was asked to pull together some resources 
for family Advent candle-lighting rituals.  There are many such resources available online but nothing 
really spoke to me or to the gifts of Advent I cherish.  Here, then, is my Advent gift to you—a series of 
four prayers and questions for reflection for your families as you light each candle of the Advent wreath.  
May your Advent blessings be abundant as we wait for the Light to be reborn in us.  ~ Pastor Jennifer 

First Week of Advent: Peace 
Holy One, we pray for peace. 
From all our fears we ask release. 
We pray to find the true shalom 
at school, at play, in heart, at home. 
How have I been a peacemaker today? Where will I look to make Peace tomor-
row? 
 
Second Week of Advent: Joy 
Holy One, your Joy we seek 
in things we do, in words we speak. 
May we bring Joy to all we know 
that your love for all may show. 
How have I seen Joy today? How and where will I bring Joy tomorrow? 
 
Third Week of Advent: Love 
Holy One, your Love we share, 
to all we love, let us show care. 
For all the world You hold so dear, 
let Love bring light to cast out fear. 
How have I seen Love in action today?  How will I show Love tomorrow? 
 
Fourth Week of Advent: Hope 
Holy One, your Hope we show 
when kindness lights our hearts aglow. 
Let us bear Hope near and far 
shining like the Christmas Star. 
How have I seen Hope today?  How will I bring Hope tomorrow? 
 

— Pastor Jennifer 
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¨ Sunday, December 11—BOWLING for all youth at Rain-
bow Lanes!  We will leave church about noon in the God mobile, 
grab some lunch and bowl from 1-3 PM.  Cost is $10.  Please let 
me know if you will be able to make it!  Friends are welcome, of 
course—just let me know, please! 

¨ Sunday, December 18—If the Severe Weather Shelter is 
closed, we will have an all youth overnight at church!  Food, 
games, food, movies, food, laughter, hilarity, more food, no 
sleep—you know the drill! 

¨ Monday, December 19, 9:00 AM—Shopping for Holiday Food Baskets.  We will make our trips 
to Winco for food and Fred Meyer to complete the rest of the gift buying.  Once the shopping is com-
plete, we will head back to church to pack the boxes, make sure the presents are wrapped and ready 
to go.  Families we are adopting have been asked to pick up their boxes Monday, December 19 from 
5—7 PM and Tuesday, December 20 from 9 AM to 12 noon.  You are most welcome to hand out the 
baskets too! 

If you have any questions, please talk to Audrey.   
 
 

T hank you to all who bought Christmas Greens to support the Youth 
Group Mission Fund and to all those who purchased poinsettias in 

memory or honor of a loved one!  We raised over $300 toward Youth Mis-
sion Trips and $200 toward our Flower Fund.  Happy holidays to all!   

Youth Group Activities in December 

Progressive Christmas Pageant 

T his year we decided to try something new!  Each Sunday of Advent during Children's Moment, 
Pastor Jennifer is sharing a piece of the Christmas Story with the assistance of our Learning Com-

munity children.  We began on the first Sunday in Advent with the shep-
herds and animals sharing their PEACE.  On the Second Sunday of Ad-
vent the angels shared their JOY.  On the Third Sunday of Advent the 
holy family will share their LOVE.  We will tie the whole story of 
HOPE together on the 4th Sunday in Advent, December 18.  All children 
who are interested in participating, please 
arrive to church about 9:15 AM each Sun-

day of Advent.  Please contact Audrey or Pastor Jennifer with any ques-
tions at all!  Blessings! 
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Joys & Prayer Concerns 

P lease continue to keep Pat and Jerry 
Rauscher in your prayers as Pat had a 

fall recently and is now recovering at the 
Marquis of Forest Grove.  Please continue 
to keep Dick and Linda Kroll in your 
prayers as Dick recovers from recent heart 
surgery.  Please continue to remember 
Margerette Cooney’s husband, Ralph, in 
your prayers as he recovers from a heart 
attack.  Please also remember June Miller 
Gibron, Mairi Scott Aguirre, Glenn Coo-
per, Dick Johnston, Lois Campbell, Doro-
thy Schlegel, and any other members, 
friends and family of our church, not 
named here, who are homebound or who 
have other ongoing special needs. 

Sympathy— 

Our hearts go out in sympathy to the family 
and friends of Dick Rogers who passed 
away on Thursday, December 1, 2011.  
Dick’s memorial service is set for Tuesday, 
December 13, at 11:30 AM in the Sanctu-
ary.  You are invited to a reception imme-
diately following the service in Fellowship 
Hall.  Pastor Jennifer will be officiating. 

Adult Book Study Group Explores 
a New Book— 

Six Great Ideas – Truth, Good-
ness, Beauty (Ideas We Judge 
By); Liberty, Equality, Justice 
(Ideas We Act On)—We just 
finished reading and discussing 
John Spong’s book, Eternal 
Life, and as a group decided to 
read and discuss Six Great 
Ideas by Mortimer J. Adler.  
For many years each summer, 
Mortimer Adler conducted 
seminars at the Aspen Institute 
in Colorado.  At the 1981 semi-
nar, leaders from the worlds of 

business, literature, education, and the arts joined him in 
an in-depth consideration of the six great ideas that are 
the subject of this book:  Truth, Goodness, and Beauty—
the ideas we judge by; and Liberty, Equality, and Jus-
tice—the ideas we act on.  The group discussions and 
conversations between Dr. Adler and journalist Bill Moy-
ers were filmed for broadcast on public television, and 
thousands of people followed their exploration of these 
important ideas.  Discarding the outworn and off-putting 
jargon of academia, Dr. Adler dispelled the myth that 
philosophy is the exclusive province of specialists.  He 
argued the “philosophy is everybody’s business,” and 
that a better understanding of these fundamental concepts 
is essential if we are to cope with the political, moral and 
social issues that confront us daily.  This book was an 
outgrowth of those interviews. 
 
Pastor Jennifer will lead the discussion of Six Great Ideas 
that starts up on Wednesday, December 7.  We meet 
every Wednesday from 10:00 to 11:00 AM in the church 
library.  Copies of the book are available in the office for 
$14.00.   
 
Please come join this stimulating, challenging, compas-
sionate, and caring group of individuals. 
 
— Dale Feik 

The Viewpoint is published monthly by the 
Forest Grove UCC.  A full-color electronic 
version is available on our website at 
fgucc.org.  The Viewpoint is edited and de-
signed by Elena Parker 
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Auction Feedback 
This was our third annual auction and while it was an overwhelming success (THANK YOU!) we are 
aware there is always room for improvement.  If you could please help us out by providing your feedback – 
we would be very grateful!  The completed forms may be placed in the Suggestion Box located on the 
round table in the Narthex.  Thank you for your help! 

What did you enjoy, like, think went well at the auction? 
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

What do you think would have helped make the auction better? 

______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Name:___________________________________ 

Thank you!  Your Auction Committee 

Our Auction was a huge success! 

P lease be sure to thank this year’s coordinators Deva Harris 
Williams and Bonnie McDowell for their countless hours 

devoted to coordination of this event.  They created a wonderful 
atmosphere of welcoming warmth, light and abundance! 

Thanks to everyone who donated, bought items, attended, and 
volunteered their time and talents to make this event such a great 
success!  We raised over $12,000 in gross receipts (to date mon-
ies are still coming in), and proceeds from the auction will sup-
port the local organizations that give assistance to those in need 
including: Family Bridge, Habitat for Humanity, WestCo Emer-
gency Rent Fund, Centro Cultural, Open Door Counseling, St. 
Vincent de Paul Emergency Food Box Program, Forest Grove 
Senior and Community Center, Virginia Garcia Dental Clinic, the 
National Alliance on Mental Illness, Ecumenical Ministries of 
Oregon, Domestic Violence Resource Center, Forest Grove     
Severe Weather Shelter, and other ministries of Forest Grove 
UCC. 

This event is one of the church’s most successful community 
fundraisers, and it took all of us to make this happen.  Thank you 
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Family Bridge Update 

O ur last hosting for Family 
Bridge was an abbreviated 

one.  We started the week with 
no families in shelter, due to 
unusual circumstances at the 
Family Bridge office.  A family 
moved in on Wednesday, and 
we were asked to provide din-
ner that night.  Many thanks to 
Richard and Royce who were 
flexible enough to move from 
Tuesday to Wednesday and pro-
vided a wonderful meal for the 
family (and the coordinator, I 
might add).  This is just one of 
many examples I could give of 
what a great volunteer group we 
have.  Your willingness to step 
up and do whatever needs to be 
done is wonderful.   

Our next hosting will take place 
the week of January 8-15.  I re-
cently made an announcement 
in church just to give an early 
notice about this hosting so that 
people would have time to plan 
their schedules, as the holidays 
can make us crazy with all the 
demands on our time.  I am 
amazed by the fact that three of 
the dinners, and two nights of 
overnight hosting have already 
been taken care of, and all I was 
trying to do was to put a bug in 
your collective ears!  Still an-
other example of what a fabu-
lous group of volunteers we 
have. 

I am writing this article with 
mixed feelings, but feel it’s 
only fair to let you know that I 
will resign my position as Fam-
ily Bridge Coordinator after the 

January hosting.  These last 
four-plus years as coordinator 
have been a wonderful experi-
ence for me, but my life is 
changing, and I feel I need to be 
free to travel without the con-
straints of the Family Bridge 
schedule.  Being coordinator 
has given me a much clearer 
idea of the needs of the home-
less within our community, and 
has been an opportunity to do 
something positive even though 
my contributions have been 
very small.  Although I will not 
continue as coordinator, I do 
intend to stay involved to the 
extent that I am able, and will 
be happy to assist the person or 
persons who replace me.  Thank 
you all for the opportunity to do 
this, and for the support you 
have unfailingly given me. 

— Myra Beeler 

Severe Weather    
Shelter News! 

T he Severe Weather Shelter 
at Forest Grove UCC offi-

cially opened for the season on 
Thursday, December 1, and we 
were greeted by below freezing 
temperatures.  Our shelter was 
open Decem-
ber 1-5 and 
will reopen 
on Thursday, 
December 8 
for a few 
more days as 
the weather 
forecast calls 
for continu-
ing freezing temperatures 

through December 16.  We look 
forward to being open Decem-
ber-February as needed, and 
will continue to seek support 
with food donations. Please let 
us know if you are interested in 
helping with meals. 

Thank you so much for your 
support as we enter our 5th year 
of providing a warm, safe place 
to sleep and get some nourish-
ment! 

—FGUCC Staff 

Holiday Food & 
Gift Boxes 2011 

I t's another year to share our 
blessings with families in 

need!  This year we are adopt-
ing 30 families through the For-
est Grove Resource Center.  We 
are currently collecting food 
items, gifts, and money to sup-
port these families for their 
Christmas Holiday, and we will 
have a table set up in Fellow-
ship Hall through December 18 
for anyone who would like to 
participate.  Our adopted fami-
lies are scheduled to pick up 

Outreach & Mission News 
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their boxes on Monday, December 19 
between 5-7 PM and on Tuesday, De-
cember 20 between 9:00 AM and 12 
noon.  If you are available to be at 
church during those times, please let 
us know.  Thank you to everyone for 
your support!  Please contact Elora 
Kemp, Mark and Carrie Everett, or 
Audrey Ouellette to see how you can 
help!   

— Your Outreach Commission 

Mission: 1 was a big 
success 

T hank you everyone for your tre-
mendous response to the special 

month-long “Mission:1” food drive.  
We challenged each family or unit of 
the congregation to bring in to Elijah’s 
Barrel a total of 11 (eleven) items of 
healthy, non-perishable food, between 
October 11 and November 11.  We 
continued the food drive through No-
vember 30 and finally collected a total 
of 872 pounds and approximately 709 
units!  All the donations have been 
delivered to St. Vincent de Paul Emer-
gency Food Bank at St. Anthony’s 
Catholic Church in Forest Grove to 
feed our neighbors. 

—Ralph Brown, Chair  
    Outreach Commission 

BEST Team Energy Saving Ideas— 

T he BEST Team will be reprinting energy saving ideas 
regularly in Sunday bulletins and monthly newslet-

ters.  Here’s your first newsletter installment of ideas for 
saving energy for our congregation to try at home.  
[Reprinted by permission from Footprint, by John H. Pat-
terson.] 
 
¨ Set the furnace thermostat at 68 degrees or lower, 

and the air-conditioner thermostat at 78 degrees or 
higher, health permitting. 3 percent to 5 percent 
more energy is used for each degree the furnace is 
set above 68 degrees and for each degree the air 
conditioner is set below 78 degrees. 

¨ Wash only full loads in a dishwasher and use the 
shortest cycle that will get your dishes clean. If op-
erating instructions allow, turn off the dishwasher 
before the drying cycle, open the door and let the 
dishes dry naturally. 

¨ If it's winter, let the sun shine in through the south 
windows. This is called passive solar gain. There 
is always a net gain in energy coming from a south 
facing window. A whole home can be designed to 
provide most of its heat this way. 

¨ When the sun is not directly shining in, close the 
curtain to protect against heat losses.  (For an additional 
investment, insulating window treatments like Window Quilt 
offer terrific sealing and insulating.  The system can even be 
motorized to go up and down depending on the sun.) 

 
— Dale Feik 
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T he Christmas Fund for the 
Veterans of the Cross and 

the Emergency Fund is the pri-
mary source of annual income 
for the work of the United 
Church Board for Ministerial 
Assistance, one of the corpora-
tions comprising the Pension 
Boards of the United Church 
of Christ. 

You can honor the Christ 
Child during this season by 
bringing gifts that will be used 
to support and honor those 
who have served, and are serv-
ing, this beloved church. Your 
gifts will truly represent the 
incarnational nature of the 
church at its best. 

Gifts to the Christmas Fund 
help provide pension and 
health premium supplementa-
tion to low-income retirees, 
emergency assistance to the 
families of clergy and lay em-
ployees and Christmas "Thank 
You" Gift Checks to hundreds 
of annuitants. 

The Christmas Fund provides 
a lifeline of hope to many 
lower-income active and re-
tired clergy and lay employees 
in the United Church of Christ. 
Due to the lingering effects of 
the economic recession, there 
have been many instances in 
which gifts from the Christmas 
Fund have made a critical dif-

ference in the lives of people 
living literally on the edge. 

The United Church Board for 
Ministerial Assistance and the 
staff of the Pension Boards are 
confident that, through your 
continuing faithfulness, we will 
be able to provide the same 
level of care and compassion as 
has been our tradition for more 
than a century. 

Some form of Ministerial As-
sistance will be provided to ap-
proximately 1,600 persons dur-
ing 2011. 

¨ Christmas Gift checks were 
sent to approximately 900 
persons in 2010. Of those 
who received checks, 20 are 
over 100 years of age. The 
oldest person is 107, One 
person has received Christ-
mas checks continuously 
since 1976.  The 900 gifts 
total $270,000. 

¨ Monthly pension supple-
mentation is being provided 
to 440 persons. These gifts 
total $106,934 per month. A 
significant part of annual 
total of $1,283,208 comes 
from the Christmas Fund. 
(2011 data) 

¨ Quarterly health premium 
supplementation is being 
provided to 261 families, 

totaling $155,883 per quar-
ter. All of the funding for 
health premium supplemen-
tation is derived from the 
Christmas Fund. (2011 
Data) 

¨ Emergency Grants totaling 
$44,973.81 were provided 
to 33 individuals and fami-
lies from January 1 through 
October 31, 2011. 

I know that many of us feel that 
our FGUCC is our second home, 
and that FGUCC members are 
our extended family. This special 
offering asks you to remember 
that the members of UCC 
churches across the nation—and 
their retirees—are also part of 
our spiritual family.  Let us share 
our Christmas spirit and warmth 
with them, as we can, as well as 
those around us during this holi-
day season. 

With Christmas blessings to you 
all,  

—Nancy Christoph, for the  
    Outreach Commission 
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Senior Luncheon (Cabaret), Tuesday, January 17, 12:00 Noon 
John Patterson, Mr. Sun Solar, will be our presenter.  He has expertise as a speaker, educator, and 
leader in the solar industry.  He recently spoke in China about Solar energy, attended an interna-
tional conference on solar cooking in Varesse, Italy, and donated and installed solar panels on a 
dorm in Kanada, India.  John is on the Board of the Oregon Interfaith Council, the multi-faith or-
ganization that promotes renewable energy as a moral imperative.  He recently published the book, 
Footprint, a funny thing happened on the way to extinction.  The “Be Earth Stewards Today” team 
has permission from John to duplicate for dissemination from Footprint, “sixty ways everyone can 
get started with little or no money in their personal and community campaign to save energy,” and 
it’s available on our website at www.fgucc.org. 
 

 
 
Picture taken from: http://mrsunsolar.com/RES/  and for more information http://mrsunsolar.com/
whatwedo.php 
 
All are welcome to hear John Patterson speak.  For those who join us for the lunch, we appreciate a 
donation of $4.00.  Lunch is at 12:00 noon and the program will begin around 12:40 PM.  If you 
wish to eat lunch and are not on our senior calling list, please call Dottie Waltz, 503-357-4488. 
 
If you want to attend only the lecture/Q&A, come at 12:30 PM.  We will move from Fellowship 
Hall to the Sanctuary.  The lecture is FREE! 
 
— Dale Feik, Senior Luncheon Chair, for the Senior Committee 

Women’s Spirituality Meeting, December 14, 6:30 PM 

Please join us on Wednesday, December 14, 6:30 PM at the home of 
Linda Feik, 3363 Lavina Drive.  Bring a wrapped book for a white-
elephant book exchange that you think someone else might enjoy.  It 
can be from your own collection or new.   If you would like to par-
ticipate in a cookie exchange, you may bring Christmas cookies to 
share and to swap for a cookie exchange.  Please let Linda know if 
you plan on coming:  lmfeik33@gmail.com or 503-357-7555.  Thank 
you! 

 —Melissa Timm, Coordinator 
     blake-melissa@frontier.com.   
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Christmas Poinsettias in the Sanctuary During Advent are in Memory 
or Honor of the Following Loved Ones— 

¨ Malinda Alexander in memory of Bill Alexander, Sr. 
¨ Laura and Jerry Frye in memory of our parents 
¨ Theresa Hanks in memory of Molly Blaberger 
¨ Alice Hoskins in memory of Brad Fleskes and Julia Davis 
¨ Royce E. Hostetler in memory of Lizzie Troyer Hostetler, my great 

grandmother 
¨ Beryl Jones in memory of grandson Emmanuel, granddaughter 

Mayia Alexis and step mother, Marion Jones 
¨ Jane Romig in memory of Jason Romig and Edith & Don Watrous 
¨ Robert and Gwen Sagar in memory of our son, Gary Sagar 
¨ Jon Schnorr and Gini Petersen in memory of Jon’s dad, Dan 

Schnorr  
¨ Yvonne Stacey in memory of Allan Stacey 
¨ Kirsten Thursam in memory of Milton Thursam 
¨ Pete & Pat Truax in memory of Ruth & Phil York and Jean & Dr. Harmon Truax, and in 

honor of Erin Ruth Truax 
¨ Sherri Vann in memory of Carolyn Stuber 
¨ Sherri, Holly, Jordan & Kendra Vann inmemory of Grandma Bea. 
¨ Dottie and Loren Waltz in memory of Homer & Ann Waltz 

Annual Meeting set for January 29, 2012 
Our Annual Meeting for the year 2011 has been scheduled for Sunday, January 29, 2012 immediately 
following worship.  Please plan to participate in this important event in the life of your church.   

Annual Reports are due for 2011 Annual Meeting 
If you are the chair or leader of any church group, including commission, choir, etc., please submit  a 
report summarizing what your group did during 2011.  Please submit this information no later than 
Monday, January 9, 2012, as we would like to complete the Annual Report booklets by Friday, Janu-
ary 13 in order to make them available to the congregation for review two weeks prior to the annual 
meeting.  Please email to Elena at elena@fgucc.org.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate 
to let us know.  Thank you! 

— Elena Parker 
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Ushers in December 2011 
Carl Heisler, Jon Hansen, Jon schnorr, Gini Peter-
sen, and John Aguirre 
 
Acolytes 
December   4:  Hannah & Clara 
December 11:  Ben & Zach 
December 18:  Annika & Jenna 
December 25:  Daphne & Phoebe 
 
Youth Readers 
December   4:  Bailey Becker 
December 11:  Ellie Schnorr 
December 18:  Emma Hansen 
December 25:  OPEN 
 
Adult Readers 
December   4:  Winnie Beu 
December 11:  Carl Heisler 
December 18:  Carol Brown 
December 25:  OPEN 
 
CAN Typists 
December   4:  Bonnie McDowell 
December 11:  Tamara Sandwisch 
December 18:  Bebe Schindler 
December 24:  Grayson Penfield 
December 25:  Melissa Timm 
 
Transportation 
December   4:  Bob Browning 
December 11:  Rob Foster & Mike Olson 
December 18:  Darrel Brady & Wendy White 
December 25:  Dick Lane & Chris Actor 
 
Fellowship Hour 
Worship Commission is responsible for fellowship 
hour during the month of December. 
 
 
 
 

Scrip Schedule 
December   4:  Pat Truax 
December 11:  Tamara Sandwisch  
 ��������������������������	�������������
December 18:  Beryl Jones 
December 25:  No Scrip sales 
 
 

 

COMMISSION  MEETINGS:   

Finance & Property Commission will meet on 
Monday, December 12 at 5:00 PM for a potluck 
and meeting.  All other Commissions will not 
meet in December.   

A simple and convenient way to 
give— 

T his winter please consider signing up for 
electronic giving.  Forest Grove UCC 

relies on the financial support of the congre-
gation and electronic giving offers an easy 
way to give on a recurring basis.  Please con-
tact the church office for details, or look un-
der “Stewardship” on our church website at 
fgucc.org. 

Thank you! 
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FOREST GROVE UNITED  CHURCH  OF CHRIST  
P.O. Box 265 
Forest Grove, OR  97116 
(503) 357-9121 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Mail label 

M INISTERS 
All Members of the Congregation  

 
Pastor 

Rev. Jennifer Yocum 
jennifer@fgucc.org 

 
Program Coordinator 

Audrey Ouellette 
audreylouellette@yahoo.com 

 
Secretary and Editor 

Elena Parker  
elena@fgucc.org 

 
Sexton 

John Davis 
john@fgucc.org 

 
Director of Choirs 
Catherine Robinson 

 
Director of Strong Wings Band 

Robert Lacock 
 

Director of Handbell Choir  
Malinda Alexander 

 
Organist 

Howard Ashley 
 

Sunday Worship Time 
10:00 AM (Sanctuary) 

 
Office Hours 

Monday-Friday:  9-4 
 

Mailing Address 
P.0. Box 265  

Forest Grove, OR 97116 
Phone: (503) 357-9121  
FAX: (503) 359-1462  

Website: www.fgucc.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/

fgucc 

Happy Birthday! 
Best wishes to each of you celebrating  

birthday in December! 

Abby Aguirre 
Hannah Aguirre 

Myra Beeler 
Carol Brown 

Madeline Burk 
Eric Canon 

Liam Alexander Chatellier 
Cara Dreher 
Tom Epler 

Robert Epler 
Jerry Frye 

Nikaya Frye 
Kathy Heisler 
Alex Johnston 
Marie Mather 

Jeannine Murrell 
Carol Olson 
Ken Prickett 
Josh Seitz 
Barb Strain 

Nancy Townsley 


