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News from the Forest Grove 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

G eneva Houx is one of those singers that makes you say, 
“You’ve got to hear this woman!” Our church community 

is blessed to hear Geneva sing on occasional Sundays but this 
event is something special.  Geneva has put together a concert 
of music ranging from hymns to contemporary rock and roll 
that tell the story of her faith and her joy at “coming home” to 
Forest Grove UCC.  Geneva has offered this concert to benefit 
the music program and ministries of our church.  Backed by her 
band, The Geneva Convention, “Coming Home” takes place 
at 7 p.m. on Saturday, October 22 in the Sanctuary. The 
suggested donation for the event is $10 per person with child 
care available.  No one turned away due to lack of funds and 
refreshments (also available for a donation) will be offered by 
members of our music ensembles. 
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S everal years back, my friend 
Annie introduced me to the 

delights and frustrations of bird 
watching.  She taught me that 
birders need to keep a gaze that 
is both soft and sharp—wide 
enough to see color or move-
ment in peripheral vision, but 
narrow enough to pick out a bird 
otherwise trying to blend into 
the background.  She also taught 
me that if I couldn’t see any 
birds, it was enough to take in 
the grandeur of the trees and the 
clouds, especially at this time of 
year when the sky is September 
Blue. 

While the physics of the phe-
nomenon are beyond my grasp, 
September Blue shines more 
deeply and more brightly than 
any other time of year.  It’s as 
though the sky is saying, “Look 
at me!  Soak me in before the 
rains come.  Savor every day of 
sunshine and blue sky left in the 
season.” 

My eyes are drawn to September 

Blue (and maybe a few days of 
October Blue if we’re lucky!) 
because of the “blue sky” vision-
ing that we’re engaged in as a 
church at this moment. On Sun-
day, Sept. 25, we gathered after 
worship to talk about what 
FGUCC is known for now and 
what we’d like to be known for 
three years from now.  We 
talked about what we do well 
and what we could do better, 
differently, or stop doing.  “Stop 
doing” didn’t get much conver-
sation, but the results of the con-
versation are printed below this 
letter. 

On Saturday, October 8 from 
8:30 AM to 4:00 PM here at 
church, all are invited to par-
ticipate in the next step of this 
process.  We will select 3-4 pri-
orities that will help us focus our 
communication, time and other 
resources along with measures 
that will help us track how we 
are doing relative to those priori-
ties.  This is a very important 
event in the life of the church so 
we are hoping for as much par-
ticipation as possible.  

To my eye, pardon the pun, our 
priorities and measures will 
serve to help focus our vision on 
the vitality of our church.  In any 
given week, there is a great deal 
of activity that goes on at church 
and all of it is important to 
someone.  But much in the same 
way that a birder might narrow 

their focus to look for a particu-
lar kind of songbird amidst the 
sparrows, our priorities and 
measures will help us keep our 
eyes on the prize as we’ve de-
fined the prize to be. 

 If you were unable to attend the 
meeting on the 25th or are un-
able to be with us on the 8th, we 
invite you to send your dreams, 
questions or other comments to 
our Moderator, Amber Mather-
Hall, ambob357@yahoo.com  or 
to Pastor Jennifer, jenni-
fer@fgucc.org or use regular 
mail or a phone call to contact 
either of them.  After October 8, 
we’ll share these draft priorities 
and measures for further com-
ment and refinement before we 
work them into the budget and 
other planning efforts. 
In the meantime, I hope you can 
bask in the glory of these Au-
tumn days and remember that 
even when the rain does come, 
blue skies are waiting just be-
yond.  Amen. 

Breathe deep, breathe peace, 
 
—Pastor Jennifer 
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Pastor Jennifer Yocum 
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Below, you’ll see the input we gathered from our Visioning Potluck on Sunday, September 25.  We’ll 
use these ideas to help shape our discussion for setting priorities and measurable goals set for October 8.  
If you’d like to share any additional insights, concerns or questions, please send a note to Pastor Jennifer 
at jennifer@fgucc.org or to our Moderator, Amber Mather-Hall at ambob357@yahoo.com. 

What is FGUCC known for now? (Bold indicates repeats) 

 
 

What would we like to be known for three years from now? 

 
 

What do we do well? 

 
 

Open and Affirming  Connection with Pa-
cific University 

Music Progressive 

Community Out-
reach/Service 

Social outreach Good preaching with-
out preaching “at” 
you 

Being downtown 

Good food Fabulous Youth 
group 

Happy congregation Being Alive! 

Family Bridge /SW 
shelter 

Community leader-
ship 

Fundraising--not just 
for us 

Compassion and car-
ing 

Music Fellowship Habitat Openness 

Justice work Welcoming History Bus pick-up 

More of the same! Awesome band Education/lectures 

Environmental stewardship More High schoolers and Col-
lege Age 

Be more known throughout 
area 

ONA Fine leadership Missions 

Strong youth program-
helping kids and teens make 
good decisions 

Being “the” community 
church 

Joint projects with Latino 
community 

Music (big/intergen. Choir) Welcoming all kinds of fami-
lies 

Spiritual growth groups/
connection 

Live the gospel/live 
the life 

Family Bridge Community events-
Relay/CROPwalk 

Youth program im-
provements/youth 
group 

Keep an open mind/
openness 

Hearing accessibility/ 
aware of disabilities 

Inclusiveness of 
Communion 

Community outreach 

Inclusiveness Hunger/homelessness Care for each other Learning community 

Communicating Involvement of con-
gregants 

    

Results from our Sept. 25 “Visioning 2015” meeting 
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What could we do better or differently?  What should we stop doing? 

 
 

Where does more of God’s joy, justice and compassion need to show up in Western Washington 
County? 

 

 

Welcome and affirm youth Attend to mentally ill Outreach/connection with 
Hispanic population 

Increase communication 
modes 

Improve accessibility Connect why we do what we 
do to the Gospel 

Deepen spirituality Once people are here, keep 
connections alive 

Better use of internal re-
sources 

Let more people know we  
exist — People do not know 
we exist 

Summer Sunday School Give new members/visitors a 
better idea of how they can 
help or become a bigger part 
of the church More connection with Pacific 

Students 

Don’t let arguing stop us from 
moving forward in love. 

CAN system can be more ef-
fective or go away. 

More traditional hymns 

Membership growth chal-
lenge! 

Break down the walls! Making changes may be nec-
essary and uncomfortable! 

Elders Hispanic population At School/youth 

Mentally ill Rental relief Political leadership 

Habitat volunteers FG Family Resource Center Family Bridge 

Preventing homelessness Encouraging artists   

Sandy Freeman was teaching in the Learning Community recently and asked students in her class 
“What makes rivers cry?”  The following poem was 
written by Grace Ronan in response to Sandy’s 
question 

One river flowing free, 
long and strong you used to be; 
but sewage ruins your lovely face, 
and fish no longer grace you. 
Oh,river flowing long and free, 
you are not what you used to be. 

Talented Poet in our Learning Community 
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Annual Appeal 
“Blue Skies” 

A fter three years of “low 
key” Stewardship cam-

paigns, it’s time for a revival of 
the whole show.  Forest Grove 
UCC has a long tradition of full 
out productions related to an-
nual pledge drives and we’re 
doing it again this year.  This 
year, our Annual Appeal will 
highlight the idea that, even 
though we’re into the rainy 
time of year, at church we’re 
always seeing “Blue Skies” 
ahead.  Beginning on Sunday, 
November 6 through Sunday, 
November 20, we’ll highlight a 
classic American show tune or 
jazz tune singing about hope 

and home.  We’ll also talk 
about how we’re building our 
budget around the priorities and 
measures we’ll identify through 
our visioning process that we 
started in September (see the 
Pastor’s letter for more details.)  
Each week, we’ll hear about a 
priority ministry/mission area.  
We’ll also hear personal stories 
from our Witnessing Stewards 
and be treated to a musical gift 
from our talented congregation.  
Every person/family unit will 
be asked to fill out a pledge 
card, and we’ll receive these 
pledges on Thanksgiving Sun-
day (November 20).  We look 
forward to Blue Skies all year 
long! 

Financial Report 

Thanks to everyone for your 
ongoing support of our church!  
Our financial report for Sep-
tember follows: At the end of 
every quarter, the church writes 
large checks for insurance pre-
miums and annuity payments.  
These expenses generally leave 
us showing a substantial deficit 
for the month in which these 

checks are paid. (This month’s 
deficit was $12,722.73).  The 
good news is that your generos-
ity and the revenue from the 
Rummage Sale during the two 
prior months (September and 
August) brings us right up to 
even with income and expenses 
for the quarter.  Hooray! 

At the present moment, our 
Year-To-Date deficit is 
$30,014.00.  We’re hopeful that 
our three remaining fundraisers 
for the year, the benefit concert 
from Geneva Houx on October 
22, the Auction on November 
19, and the concert offered by 
Howard Ashley in December 
(date TBD) will all help con-
tribute to the positive side of 
the ledger, but the first, best 
and most significant support 
comes from all of you.  Thanks 
so much for all you do! 

— Your Stewardship Team 

Financial Matters 

A Simple and Convenient Way to Give 
This fall, consider signing up for electronic giving.  Forest Grove UCC relies on the financial support 
of the congregation and electronic giving offers an easy way to give on a 
recurring basis. Please contact the church office for details.  Thank you! 
 
— Elena Parker 
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Sunday, October 9—The National Youth Event for youth aged 13 to 18 is 
July 10-13, 2012 at Purdue University in Indi-
ana.  It is an AMAZING event for youth from 
all over the United States to gather for  wor-
ship, workshops, faith, fun and fellowship!   
Cost for the event is $425 and airfare looks to 
be about $350.  We will be talking about how 
to make this financially feasible for all inter-
ested in attending! Please join us in the Senior High Room after worship so 
we can start confirming our plans! 
 
Sunday, October 16—After church we will have an activity for high school 
youth only. I am open to ideas so let’s hear requests! 
 
Sunday, October 23—After church we will have an activity for mid high 
youth only.  Open to ideas on that one too – so TALK to me you wonderful 
junior youthers you!   
 
Sunday, October  30—Halloween 
Party at church!  All youth group is 
invited!   
 
Monday, October 31—Downtown Trick-or-Treat.  Come help us hand out 
candy to the bazillion Forest Grove munchkins from 4 to 6 PM.   
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The Pastor’s Pint  

P lease join Pastor Jennifer for the Pastor's 
Pint at McMenamins in Pat’s Corner 

(formerly The Yard House).  If you are a 
friend or visitor to our church (not yet a mem-
ber) your beverage is on the house—the House 
of God, that is.  See you on Wednesday after-
noons between 4:30 and 6:00 PM.  

— Pastor Jennifer 

Joys & Prayer Concerns 

P lease remember Paul Edwards, Lois Johnston 
and Royce Hostetler as they continue to re-

cover from recent surgeries.  Please continue to 
remember June Miller Gibron, Jerry Frye, Mairi 
Scott Aguirre, Dick Rogers, Glenn Cooper, Dick 
Johnston, Lois Campbell, and any other members, 
friends and family of our church, not named here, 
who are homebound or who have other ongoing 
special needs. 
 

Ted Schlapfer Turns 90! 
 

T ed turns 90 on the 11th of October!  As a 
family we are not having a big party, but will 

be there to celebrate 
with him in Bend.  
We thought it would 
be fun for all his 
friends and far a way 
family to bombard 
him with birthday 
cards.  He loves to 
get mail, and this is a nice way to have you in-
cluded.  So, if you feel inclined, please send 
Daddy a birthday card to: 

Ted Schlapfer 
Clare Bridge of Bend  
1099 NE Watt Way 
Bend, OR 97701 
 
Please call if you have any questions. Thank you 
for making his day special! 
 
Gratefully yours, Joanna Swanson 
(503) 357-6423 (swansonj49@gmail.com) 

 
Housing Needed— 
 

R esponsible hard working student is in need 
of housing.  This student is 

willing to consider house sitting 
for snow birds or trade housing 
for some care giving, if separate 
living spaceis  available.  Thank 
you for your consideration. 
 
Please contact Jade Harris at 503-708-0029 or 
Deva Harris-Williams 503-887-0242.   

CROP WALK THANKS— 
 

T hanks to all who do-
nated, walked and oth-

erwise participated in Forest 
Grove’s first CROPwalk on 
Saturday, October 1.  We 
raised $2,500 toward ending 
world hunger!  Money 

raised from this event goes to support local and interna-
tional hunger abatement with 25% of funds raised sup-
porting the St. Vincent de Paul food pantry and our 
own Severe Weather Shelter.  Special thanks to Audrey 
Ouellette for taking the lead role in organizing this 
whole community effort. 

— Pastor Jennifer 
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Calling All Women! 

P lease join us for the first 
Women's Spirituality Group 

on Wednesday, October 12th at 
7:00 PM.  We will gather in Fel-
lowship Hall for "Poetry and 
Planning."  Enjoy some tea and 
dessert, bring your calendar and 
ideas and perhaps a favorite 
poem to share.  We'll think 
about the coming year.  All are 
welcome! 

— Melissa Timm 

Children’s Choir 
meeting on Sunday, 
October 16, at        
9:00 AM— 
Parents, kids and 
youth interested in 
learning more about 
the Children’s 
Choir, please meet 
with director Cath-
erine Robinson at 9 
AM in the choir 
room on Sunday, 
October 16! Pastor 
Jennifer offers “mea culpas” for 
the schedule conflict that over-
ran the previous date for this 
meeting, but October 16 at 9 
AM is set for you! 

Upcoming Church Activities 

We Need Candy for Trick-or-
Treaters in downtown Forest 
Grove 

O ur church joins the 
community in this 

fun event, which is on 
Monday, October 31.  
Please bring bagged 
candy to the church 
kitchen (marked 
“Halloween Candy”) for Pastor Jennifer and 
friends to pass out from 4-6 PM on Halloween at the 
downtown merchants annual Halloween festivities. 

Save the Dates! 
¨ Saturday, October 15—NEW 

Yoga Class (every Saturday 
from 9 AM to 10:30AM in Fel-
lowship Hall) 

¨ Saturday, October 22, 7 PM — 
Geneva Houx & Friends benefit 
concert 

¨ November 1, 12 noon — Senior 
luncheon with special guest Pa-
cific University President, Les-
ley Hallick 

¨ Sunday, November 6—Daylight 
Savings Ends (set clocks back 
one hour) 

¨ Sunday, November 13—Church 
Fall Clean-up & Annual Chili 
Cook-off 

¨ November 19, 6-9 PM — 3rd 
Annual Auction  

¨ Sunday, November 27—1st 
Sunday of Advent 
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Please join us on Sunday, November 13 after 
church to clean up around our house!  And plan on 
bring your very best chili and cornbread to share at 
our Third Annual Chili Cook-Off/Throw down.  
We will share this wonderful meal after our work 
is complete!   
 
If you have any questions, 
please call the church office.  
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Mission: 1—October 
11, 2011 through No-
vember 11, 2011. 

O ne United Church on a 
shared mission for 11 days 

to feed the hungry and confront 
food related injustice. 
 
The UCC project has a website to 
help you participate in this na-
tional endeavor. (www.ucc.org/
mission1) 
 
UCC Eugene has already started 
engaging in some projects: 

® Gathering 1 million non-
perishable food items. 

® Education about food injus-
tice 

® Crop Walk 
® Others including “1” in the 

goal. 
 
As above the digit “1” is included 
in the message, dates and goals. 
 
FGUCC has set a goal using “1” 
Between November 1, 2011, 
(11.1.11) and November 11, 
2011 (11.11.11) we are asking 
for “1” additional can, bottle, box 
or any non-perishable food item 
be donated to Elijah’s Barrel.  

This will be our contribution to 
Mission “1”.  
 
Thank you for time and attention. 
 
—BJ Jones for  
    Outreach Commission 
 

Neighbors in Need 
Neighbors in Need is one of the 
five national offerings we collect 
on behalf of the United Church of 
Christ. It’s one of the two offer-
ings that are specifically targeted 
on national and international dis-
aster recovery and revitalization 
efforts.  Neighbors in Need gives 
us the chance to significantly 
support Gospel hope, love and 
justice.  We’ll collect this offer-
ing during worship on Sunday, 
October 9.  Thanks for your sup-
port. 
 

Family Bridge Update 

O ur most recent hosting was 
September 4-11.  It was one 

of those “transition” weeks.  We 
started with two families, re-
duced to one, and then increased 
to three by midweek.  Our won-
derful hosts did a great job, as 
usual, in adjusting to the chang-
ing numbers.  I think they would 
attest to the fact that we had three 
lovely families.  They were good 
about offering to help in the 
kitchen, and so appreciative of 
our hosts and the beautifully ap-
pointed Sunday School rooms 
that they stayed in.  Kevin and 
Anita Young provided dinner on 
Sunday (holiday weekend) and 
then Kevin also spent the night as 

a host.  It was especially gratify-
ing that when Royce and Richard 
had to cancel their dinner due to 
Royce’s surgery, Geneva Houx 
and Deva Harris-Williams volun-
teered to provide the food, and 
this was on Labor Day!  
 
It is truly a blessing to be the 
Family Bridge coordinator in this 
church because of the wonderful 
corps of volunteers.  Other 
churches in the network either 
partner with one or more 
churches to fulfill their obliga-
tions, or have anywhere from two 
to five coordinators who fre-
quently need to do multiple shifts 
during their hosting week.  The 
people of this church are AWE-
SOME! 

Our next hosting will be the week 
of November 6–12.  Audrey 
(without me even asking) posted 
a notice on the bulletin board, 
and before I even knew it was 
there, Maureen Jackson volun-
teered to do an overnight.  Now 
that’s what I call awesome volun-
teerism!  As great as our group is, 
we can always use more volun-
teers to spread the load so it’s not 
too much for anyone.  If you’re 
curious about what it entails, see 
me at church or speak to any of 
our regular volunteers:  Jack and 
Winnie Beu, Pamelajean Myers, 
Eric and Jeane Canon, Ralph 
Brown, Bonnie McDowell and 
Mike Terhorst are some of our 
most regular overnight hosts; and 
BJ Jones, Sharon Ronan, the 
Feiks, the Molins and Bebe  
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� ��������	�
�� ��

Outreach Commission News 
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P lease join us on November 
19, 6-9 PM for our 3rd an-

nual Caring for our Community 
Auction.  Proceeds from the auc-
tion support the local organiza-
tions that give 
assistance to 
those in need, 
including Family 
Bridge, Habitat 
for Humanity, 
WestCo Emer-
gency Rent Fund, 
Open Door 
Counseling, St. 
Vincent de Paul emergency food 
box program, and other minis-
tries of FGUCC.   
 
We’ll have a wonderful evening 
of music, appetizers and des-
serts.  You’ll have the opportu-
nity to bid on some interesting 
and awesome items.  Tickets are 
$10 per person.  We will offer no
-host wine by the glass.  Child-
care, including dinner and enter-
tainment will be provided by the 
FGUCC Youth Group.  A dona-
tion of $5 per child for childcare 
will go toward youth mission 
trips. 
 
Please sign up in the Narthex to 
volunteer before or during the 
auction.  There are many ways in 
which you can help.  Even an 
hour of your time will be appre-
ciated. 
 
We need your auction items, 
large or small.  Do you have a 
beach cabin?  Do you bake pies?  

Can you offer a service such as 
massage or babysitting?  Be 
creative and donate something 
special. 
 

Thanks in ad-
vance for mak-
ing our Auction 
a success. 
 
News from the 
Outreach Com-
mission 
The Outreach 
Commission is 

pleased to announce the recipi-
ents of our 2012 Local Benevo-
lence money, to be funded by the 
2011 Caring for our Community 
Auction: 
 
® Family Bridge 
® Habitat for Humanity 
® WestCo Emergency Rent 

Fund 
® Open Door Counseling 
® St. Vincent de Paul 
® Forest Grove Senior Center 
® Virginia Garcia Dental Clinic 
® National Alliance for the 

Mentally Ill 
® Domestic Violence Resource 

Center 
® Centro Cultural 
 
— Deva Harris Williams and 
Bonnie McDowell, Auction Co-
chairs  

3rd Annual “Caring for our Community Auction”   
Saturday, November 19, 6-9 PM 
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Schindler are some of our exper-
ienced dinner hosts.  And last, but-
not least,  it would be much harder 
for me without our great group of 
van drivers.  Loren Waltz coordi-
nates that part of the program, 
which really reduces my responsi-
bility.  Any of these people can tell 
you how easy and fun it is to do 
some meaningful mission work 
right here in our own church. 
 
Again, thanks for all your support! 
 
— Myra Beeler 
     Family Bridge Coordinator 
 

Ghana Basket Project 
We raised $2,450 so far this year in 
basket sales!  All proceeds of the 
basket sales go to Framework Inter-
national, Seth Prickett's organiza-
tion that builds schools in Ghana.  
We just received news from Seth 
this week �����������	
���
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your part in supporting this ongoing 
project! 
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L esley Hallick, Ph.D., Presi-
dent of Pacific University, 

will be our pre-
senter. Presi-
dent Hallick 
became PU’s 
seventeenth 
president Au-
gust 1, 2009.  
Come and 
learn what she 
has learned in the last two years 
as president and the direction 
PU is going.  
 
President Hallick comes to Pa-
cific from Oregon Health & Sci-
ence University where she 
served a 20-year tenure as the 
chief academic officer.   Presi-
dent Hallick has championed 
equality, environmental steward-
ship, and philanthropy.  Pastor 
Jennifer and I will be meeting 

with President Hallick before 
she speaks and we will let her 
know our area of inter-
ests.  Please let me know if you 
have anything in particular that 
you would want her to talk 
about.  I am very much inter-
ested in PU’s “Take Back the 
Tap—Eliminate Bottled Water” 
campaign,” and any further 
plans in building or remodeling 
buildings that can be rated very 
high following the Leed certifi-
cation.  PU recently added to the 
campus two "green" residence 
halls, Burlingham Hall and A.C. 
Gilbert Hall, both designed to 
achieve LEED gold certifica-
tion. 
 
All are welcome to hear Presi-
dent Hallick speak.  For those 
who join us for the lunch, we 
appreciate a donation of 

$4.00.  Lunch is at 12:00 noon 
and the program will begin 
around 12:40 p.m., Tuesday 
Nov. 1.  If you wish to eat lunch 
and are not on our senior calling 
list, please call Dottie Waltz, 
503-357-4488. 
 
We will move from Fellowship 
Hall to the Sanctuary for the lec-
ture and Q&A section.  If you 
want to attend only the lecture/
Q&A, it is FREE.  Plan to arrive 
at 12:30 PM. 
 
—Dale Feik, Senior Luncheon 
Chair, for the Senior Committee 
 
Photo of President Hallick taken 
from: http://www.pacificu.edu/
about/presidentialsearch/bio.cfm 

Senior Luncheon (Cabaret), Tuesday, November 1 at noon 
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Gather up all the best singers, the most fun music, the greatest ideas 
for music in worship in our Conference and put them all together for 
a Friday night and Saturday and invite everyone to come on down 
and you have the 2011 Fall Gathering of our Conference on October 
14 and 15 at First Congregational United Church of Christ in Port-
land.  This is going to be a blast and our own Strong Wings Band is 
featured on Friday night!  If you are interested in attending or finding 
out further details, please go to www.cpcucc.org. 
 
—Pastor Jennifer 
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Rolling Justice Vol. 3 No. 17 
September 26, 2011 

By Jeanine Elliott – Bethel Con-
gregational UCC 

With halting words, she said she 
wanted to learn English.  To say 
anything more about herself 
would take more words than she 
had.  I had none of the words 
that would make her feel at 
home.  What I could say was, 
“Yes, we can help you learn 
English.”  Did she understand 
me?  She is brave and coura-
geous, moving into a community 
where it may take several  years 
before she can tell her story to 
her new neighbors, the English-
speaking folk.  There is a spar-
kle in her eye, and I suspect a 
wicked wit will eventually show 
itself in her new language. 

The seven-year-old girl stands in 
front of the Food Cupboard and 
chooses a pudding mix because 
“my brother would like this.”  
Probably she would like it, too, 
but she has already learned not 
to ask too much for herself.  Her 
mother, a bit embarrassed, says, 
“This is my first time here.  
What do I do?”  She, too, looks 
as if she has a hard time asking 
for herself.  

A young man with backpack and 
bike and no address stops by to 
report that he won’t be picking 
up his Care to Share food supply 
on this day.  He is riding to 
Hillsboro and doesn’t want to 
carry the load.  He accepts some 

granola bars, juice boxes and 
apples.  He offers to help a cou-
ple on foot who are loaded down 
with cloth shopping bags filled 
with groceries from the Food 
Cupboard.  He says he will re-
turn to pick up his own share. 

It is a time of economic fear.  
The safety net that has provided 
for the hungry and the poor is 
stretched thin; people who have 
never had to seek help outside of 
their own labor can find no la-
bor. One-sixth of our population 
is living in poverty.  Some peo-
ple, wary of “outsiders,” have 
become more fearful; they are 
unsure of how to protect them-
selves and their “own” from 
threats they perceive around 
them.  The threads that bind us 
are fraying. 

Christian congregations and 
other communities of faith will 
be called on to provide more 
basic services to people strug-
gling to provide for themselves 
and their families.  It will still 
not be enough. Christian and 
other communities of faith open 
their hearts and doors to those 
who find themselves strangers 
among us, because of language, 
culture, race, disability, home-
lessness.  It is not enough.  Fear 
and hate riffle just below the 
surface of the connections of our 
everyday lives. 

 “I pick up food items from the 
grocery store for our Food Cup-
board, I volunteer at Habitat as 

often as I can, I share in the 
meal preparation for the home-
less, I raise money to support the 
church’s service projects, but it 
seems to not make much of a 
dent in the problems we face,” 
said a member of our congrega-
tion during a recent Sunday 
morning study group.  In a trou-
bled time, what more can we do 
as a community of faith?  We 
will continue to serve those who 
are strangers and those who are 
hungry.  It’s not enough, but it is 
what we know we can do.  What 
more needs to be done?   We 
can speak for the strangers who 
may be maligned by those who 
do not like or understand them.   
We can practice being the voices 
of those who are unheard.  We 
can become more public, more 
prophetic about the pain we see 
around us. We can witness to the 
fragility of the ties that bind us. 

Jeanine Elliott is a member of 
Bethel Congregational United 
Church of Christ in Beaverton, 
OR.  Bethel supports an exten-
sive English as a Second Lan-
guage program, a Food Cup-
board, Habitat for Humanity, 
meals for the Men’s Transition 
Project, and homeless youth in 
Beaverton. 

Welcome the Stranger, Feed the Hungry, Speak for the   
Silent Ones 
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NEW!  Beginning Yoga Class  
A Yoga class for beginners will be offered starting on Saturday, October 15, with Dave and Terri Hanks, 
who are long-time residents of Forest Grove.  They will be teaching this beginning Yoga Class in Fel-
lowship Hall on Saturdays from 9:00-10:30 AM.  Below are some highlights and other important infor-
mation about this class: 

¨ This 90-minute class is a beginning yoga class that will focus in in-
structing core asanas (yoga positions), breathing exercises, and a re-
laxation posture. 

¨ With yoga asanas we stretch into positions that relax the muscles. This 
physical activity enhances our flexibility, agility, strength, and balance.  
The actual level of the class will be determined by the agility, flexibil-
ity, and experience of the participants.  Most beginning classes are 
composed of people with mixed abilities and most of the time we have 
methods that can accommodate everyone. 

¨ Participants that have injuries or a medical condition of concern 
should consult with their physician before attending a yoga class. 

¨ Dave and Terri are Yoga Alliance certified teachers. 

 
If you are interested please call the church office so that we can provide yoga mats for everyone. Or, if 
you have a yoga mat, please bring itwith you. 

Activities in the Community 

ALL ARE WELCOME!   

W e are a community of Christian seekers and believers who 
trust that God’s love embraces all persons equally. Forest Grove 
UCC not only proclaims but also deliberately practices an extrava-
gant hospitality that invites and welcomes persons of every gender 
identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, age, economic status and 
ability.  We are an Open and Affirming Congregation.  You can learn 
more about us at our website:  www.fgucc.org. 

The mission of the Forest Grove UCC is to worship God and to live 
and celebrate the Gospel of Jesus Christ, to love and nurture each 
other, to serve the needs of our communities and the world and to 
spread the Good News as charged by Christ. 
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Presented by Providence Hospice, you are invited to a free one-hour presentation at several loca-
tions during the month of November 
 
Many people are filled with happy anticipation as the holidays approach. Thoughts of food and being with 
family and friends abound. For those who have experienced a significant loss, this is often not the case. 
Aware that their loved one will not be with them, the holiday season can intensify feelings of sadness, iso-
lation, and loss. It can be difficult to decide what to do. 
 
This one-hour seminar helps people who are grieving discover practical and meaningful ways to cope dur-
ing the holidays. Many of these coping strategies can be used for other personal holidays, such as birth-
days and anniversaries. In addition, those who want to offer their support will discover tips for how to 
help someone who is grieving.   
 
These presentations are part of the Community Care Program and are offered free of charge. Registration 
is appreciated but not required.  For more information or to register, please contact Anne Kister at 
503.215.4636 or Anne.Kisterprovidence.org. 
 

Providence Portland Medical Center 
4805 NE Glisan Street, Portland 
Monday, November 7, 2:00-3:00 PM 
Or Wednesday, November 16, 7:00-8:00 
PM 

Social Room 

Providence St. Vincent Medical Center 
9205 SW Barnes Road, Portland 
Wednesday, November 9, 7:00-8:00 PM 
Or Monday, November 14, 2:00-3:00 PM 

Souther Classrooms,  
East Pavilion Entrance 

T he Interfaith Coun-
cil of Greater Port-

land will host the sixth 
annual “Festival of 
Faith” on Sunday, Octo-
ber 23 from 2:00-5:30 
PM at Trinity Episcopal 
Cathedral, 147 NW 19th 
Ave. at Davis.  Admis-
sion is free, and all are 
welcome. 
 
This year’s theme is 
“The Transformative 
Power of Forgiveness,” 
and the keynote speaker 

is Naseem Rakha, award-
winning NPR journalist 
and author of The Crying 
Tree.   
 
Dozens of religious 
groups representing such 
diverse faiths as Christi-
anity, Buddhism, Hindu-
ism, Judaism, Sikhism, 
Islam and Baha’i will 
host more than 20 dis-
play tables where inter-
faith dialogue is encour-
aged.  “This is where 
Buddhists and Baptists, 

Muslims and Mormons 
can meet each other and 
respectfully discuss the 
concerns which face peo-
ple of all religions to-
day,” explained Gulzar 
Ahmed, Co-Chair of the 
ICGP.  “We need an ex-
change where no one 
feels threatened, and 
where true understanding 
is possible.” 
 
The event will also in-
clude children’s choirs 
and other musical offer-

ings.  Ethnic food and 
other refreshments will 
be available for a nomi-
nal cost. 
 
For more information, 
visit the Interfaith Coun-
cil’s website at 
www.ifcgp.org. 
or contact: Janet 
Leatherwood by phone at 
503-238-1155, email at 
lwoodjs@comcast.net or 
Jim Cavanaugh 503-666-
7388, cava-
nadj3@clear.net   

Get Me Through the Holidays:  10 Strategies for Coping 
with Loss 

Religions of Portland Gather for “Festival of Faith 2011” 
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Ushers in October 2011 
Dick Lane, Tamara Sandwisch, Kevin Young and 
Steve Whisler 
 
Acolytes 
October   2:  Hannah & Clara 
October   9:  Ben and Zack 
October 16:  Grace & Rebecca 
October 23:  Daphne & Phoebe 
October 30:  Isaac & Sydney 
 
Youth Readers 
October   2:  Ruby Van Dyk 
October   9:  Ethan Ouellette 
October 16:  Bailey Becker 
October 23:  Emma Hansen  
October 30:  Ellie Schnorr 
 
Adult Readers 
October   2:  Mary Welch 
October   9:  Michael Terhorst 
October 16:  Christine Kidd 
October 23:  Amy Waltz  
October 30:  Tamara Sandwisch 
 
CAN Typists 
October   2:  Malinda Alexander 
October   9:  OPEN 
October 16:  Melissa Timm 
October 23:  Tamara Sandwisch 
October 30:  Bebe Schindler 
 
Transportation 
October   2:  Dale and Linda Feik 
October   9:  Dick Kroll & Bob Browning 
October 16:  Rob Foster & Mike Olson 
October 23:  Darrel Brady & Wendy White 
October 30:  Dick Lane & Chris Actor 
 
 
 

Flowers 
October   2:  Peggy Vanderkin 
October   9:  Maureen Jackson 
October 16:  Pam and Dawn in honor of  
  their anniversary 
October 23:  Willie Teeter 
October 30:  OPEN 
 
Fellowship Hour 
Finance & Property Commission is responsible for 
fellowship hour during the month of October. 
 
Scrip Schedule and Update 
October   2:  Pat Truax 
October   9:  BJ Jones 
October 16:  OPEN 
October 23:  OPEN 
October 30:  OPEN 
 
WE NEED HELP WITH OUR PROGRAM—
Our regular scrip program resumes today with 
weekly orders.  We need new volunteers to help 
with the scrip program, and we especially need a 
new coordinator for the orders.  Wendy White has 
been doing this job for a while, and she needs a 
break.  Thanks Wendy!  It is a pretty simple job in-
volving totalling the orders and faxing the informa-
tion every week to the Scrip office.  Please talk to 
anyone at the scrip table today to express your inter-
est. 

The Viewpoint is published monthly by the Forest Grove UCC.  A 
full-color electronic version is available on our website at fgucc.org.  
The Viewpoint is edited and designed by Elena Parker 

COMMISSION  MEETINGS:   

All Commission meetings are the third Monday 
of the month (October 17 this month).  If you 
need childcare, please call the church office at 
503-357-9121. 
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FOREST GROVE UNITED  CHURCH  OF CHRIST  
P.O. Box 265 
Forest Grove, OR  97116 
(503) 357-9121 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Mail label 

M INISTERS 
All Members of the Congregation  

 
Pastor 

Rev. Jennifer Yocum 
jennifer@fgucc.org 

 
Program Coordinator 

Audrey Ouellette 
audreylouellette@yahoo.com 

 
Secretary and Editor 

Elena Parker  
elena@fgucc.org 

 
Sexton 

John Davis 
john@fgucc.org 

 
Director of Choirs 
Catherine Robinson 

 
Director of Strong Wings Band 

Robert Lacock 
 

Director of Handbell Choir  
Malinda Alexander 

 
Organist 

Howard Ashley 
 

Sunday Worship Time 
10:00 AM (Sanctuary) 

 
Summer Office Hours 
Monday:  Office Closed 

Tuesday-Friday:  9-4 
 

Mailing Address 
P.0. Box 265  

Forest Grove, OR 97116 
Phone: (503) 357-9121  
FAX: (503) 359-1462  

Website: www.fgucc.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/

fgucc 

B est wishes to all of you celebrating 
birthdays in October! 

 
Cassandra Young:  Oct. 1 

Jamie Smith:  Oct. 4 
Ralph Vasey:  October 4 
Ellaine Whisler: Oct. 4 

Andrea Meeuwsen: Oct. 4 
Spencer Kemp:  Oct. 5 

Phil Zapf:  Oct. 6 
Ruth Holznagel: Oct. 7 
Betsy Foster:  Oct. 10 

Ted Schlapfer:  Oct. 11 
Del Schrag:  Oct. 13 

Brent Becker:  Oct. 20 
Dejia Jackson:  Oct. 21 
Chloe Robison:  Oct. 29 
Darrel Brady: Oct. 30 
Clay Actor:  Oct. 31 

 
Happy Birthday! 


