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May 2011 

No matter who, no matter 
what, no matter where you 
are on life’s journey, you are 
welcome here! 
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The ViewpointThe ViewpointThe Viewpoint   
News from the Forest Grove 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Stewardship Update 
 

T hank you to everyone for your continued financial support and 
maintaining your pledge contributions!  We urge you to continue 

to keep your monthly giving current as we gear up for our summer 
activities.  Our church offers space to Family Bridge in May, June and 
August or September, we continue monthly Our Churches Wider Mis-
sion giving, Youth Sunday on May 15, Vacation Bible School in June, 
supporting campers to attend Camp Adams, Founder’s Day, the Youth 
Mission Trip, and Farmer’s Market.  We are a busy, active church and 
it is all made possible by your generous giving!  Finance and Property 
also wishes to extend a very heartfelt thank you to Loren Waltz for 
attending the April Finance & Property meeting and sharing historical 
documentation about our churches finances.  It was incredibly valu-
able information and provided an excellent education on FGUCC’s 
endowment funds. Thank you Loren! 

— Your Stewardship Team 
 

Congregational Meeting on Sunday, May 15— 

T he Executive Board of the Forest Grove United Church of Christ  
requests your presence at a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, 

May 15, following Youth Sunday Worship.  Please join us as we dis-
cuss our finances and a Sustainability Covenant from our BEST team.  
Please contact Amber Mather-Hall, Moderator, at 503-201-3648 with 
any questions.   

Thank you! 
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A bout two months ago, I 
finally took the plunge 

into what some of my col-
leagues are calling “Coffee 
Shop Ministry.”  Recognizing 
calling the church office to 
make an appointment to see the 
Pastor in the Inner Sanctum of 
her office can intimidate some 
people, Coffee Shop Ministry 
offers the possibility for a more 
informal interaction in a neutral 
environment for church folk 
who just want to stop by and 
chat.  It also sets up the possi-
bility for encounters with peo-
ple who aren’t associated with 
our church at all.  For the price 
of a cup of coffee, I’ve had the 
chance to talk to three remark-
able young women who fit into 
that latter category and I 
thought I’d use this space to 
share the stories of those inter-
actions. 

The first was a young woman 
who had a bible study work-
book set on the table beside her.  
All I had to do was casually no-
tice her book and she enthusias-
tically plunged into her story of 
how Jesus came to be the center 
of her life and how her bible 
study with this book and her 
group of friends had filled her 
with confidence and purpose 
even as she was facing difficult 
choices between choosing a ca-
reer in teaching or coaching or 
working with mentally handi-
capped youth. 
 
Shortly into this conversation, I 
realized that this person was 
trying to evangelize me into a 
faith experience that matched 
her own.  A quick glance at her 
bible study guide was enough to 
confirm my suspicion that her 
brand of Christianity was not to 
my taste, but my lack of interest 
in her text only spurred her ef-
forts to convince me that this 
was THE book I needed to 
study.  By the time she left for 
her next appointment, I felt ex-
hausted. 
 
The second young woman was 
a person I’d met during our 
Confirmation class visit to a 
Buddhist temple in Portland.  
During introductions, she’d 

mentioned that she’d been 
thrown out of the Christian de-
nomination of her childhood.  
Since I’d gone through a similar 
experience myself, I wished her 
blessings on her journey and 
invited her to join me at the cof-
fee shop if she wanted to talk. 
 
I spent the next three Wednes-
day afternoons trying to undo 
the damaging messages she’d 
been subjected to in the name of 
Christ, trying to affirm God’s 
love for her no matter who she 
was or where she was on life’s 
journey.  The young woman 
was grateful for the message 
and welcome she experienced at 
our church before she moved 
out of state.  But it occurs to me 
now that, in some ways, I was 
doing the same thing that the 
first woman had done to me—
trying to present a “correct” in-
terpretation of Christianity and 
get her to believe my version of 
the Good News. 
 
My conversation with the third 
woman had a different character 
entirely.  It started in a way that 
was similar to the first contact.  
I noticed a book on her table—
in this case one of the Twilight 
chronicles.   A few open-ended 
questions later, she’d shared her 
story of being a young mom 

“The Kindness of Strangers” 
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with an 18 month-old son trying 
to make a living as a waitress. 
After she finished the coffee I’d 
bought for her, she ordered a 
sandwich that would become 
her dinner prior to heading in 
for the evening shift.  She asked 
polite questions about our 
church and thought she might 
be interested in some kind of 
church for her son when he got 
a little older, but she wasn’t in 
the market for a church experi-
ence for herself at the time. 
 
I said that was fine and turned 
the conversation to another sub-
ject, but then something special 
happened.  The young woman 
said, “Would you like half of 
my sandwich?  I can’t eat this 
whole thing and I’d be happy to 
share.” 
 
I was stunned.  I had just com-
pleted a sermon on how tough it 
is to make ends meet working 
low wage jobs in Washington 
County.  A young mom working 

as a waitress with a toddler at 
home doesn’t have the largesse 
to buy meals for strangers, but 
there she was, preaching a ser-
mon better than I’ve ever deliv-
ered through the simple act of 
offering half of a turkey melt on 
white. 
 
I wish I could tell you that I had 
the good grace to take the sand-
wich and engage in the com-
munion meal, but I let my shy-
ness stutter out a refusal and she 
left a few minutes later with half 
her sandwich in a paper bag and 
her unread book under her arm. 
 
Unlike the other two people in 
my story, I’ve seen this young 
woman at the Coffee Shop since 
and the smiles we’ve shared 
have been genuine.  This Coffee 
Shop Ministry is not about reel-
ing in unsuspecting Wednesday 
afternoon coffee drinkers for 
Sunday morning services or try-
ing to affirm one interpretation 
of the Gospel over another.  It’s 

about meeting each other where 
we are and being willing to en-
counter the Grace that lives in-
side each of us. 
 
I suppose there is something 
artificial about hanging out in a 
Coffee Shop hoping to engage 
in a conversation that eventually 
will lead to talking about faith 
or church.  But I’ve realized that 
when I’m honestly interested in 
discovering people’s stories and 
hearing their laughter and their 
pain, Grace tends to show up as 
a welcome blessing shown 
through the kindness of strang-
ers. 
 
My prayer is that these mo-
ments of kindness and connec-
tion can preach their own Gos-
pels through us and for us in all 
our days.  Amen. 
 
— Pastor Jennifer 
 

Coffee Shop Ministry 
Swing by BJ’s on Wednesdays from 3:00-4:30 PM 
to say hi to Pastor Jennifer.  If you are a friend or 
visitor to our church (not yet a member) your bever-
age is on the house—the House of God, that is.  See 
you there! 
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WELCOME TO OUR 
CHOIRS!   

C ongratulations to Sanc-
tuary Choir  on the very 

successful Mozart Requiem 
Performance!  

Here are the schedules for the 
rest of the season. 

Sanctuary Choir: Rehearsals 
on Thursdays at 7:15-8:45pm 
(5/12, 19, 26, 6/2, 9 & 16 ) Re-
hearsals & Services at 9-11 AM 
(6/5 & 6/19) 

Gospel Choir: Rehearsals & 
Services on Sundays at 9-11 
AM (5/29 & 6/19) Rehearsals 
on Sunday at 9-10 AM (6/5) 

Children's Choir:   Rehearsals 
& Services on Sundays at 9-11 
AM (5/8 & 6/19) Rehearsals on 
Sunday at 9-10 AM (6/5) 

Finally, please join us for the 
celebration of our Music Ser-
vice on Sunday June 19th. 

— SeungJin Bae 

All voices Welcome to our Choirs! 

 

American Cancer Society Relay for Life 
Saturday, July 9, 10:00 am to Sunday, July 10, 10:00 AM 
Neil Armstrong Middle School 

J oin one of our two teams as we walk the track at NAMS for 24 hours to 
celebrate the lives of people who have battled cancer, remember loved 

ones lost, and fight back against the disease. We will camp out and take 
turns walking and running the track as we plan to have a team member on 
the track at all times.  Cancer never sleeps and neither will we!  Our church 
has participated for many years in this annual event and we continue our 
tradition this year.  The hours have changed but the support does not!   
Registration is available on-line at www.fgrelay.org.  Winnie Beu and 
Elora Kemp continue as our Team Captains and they may be contacted 
with any questions.   
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Youth Group News & Activities in May 

Sunday, May 8— 
All Junior and Senior High come 
on back for Learning Commu-
nity so we can work on YOUTH 
SUNDAY!  After church – enjoy 
an afternoon making your Mom 
feel great.  Happy Mother’s Day 
to our terrific Mom’s! 
 
Saturday, May 14, 9:00 AM—
Junior and Senior High youth 
please join us for a rehearsal in 
the Sanctuary for Youth Sunday.   
There will be DONUTS!   
 
Sunday, May 15, 9:00 AM— 
All junior and senior high youth 
be at church, ready for our mag-
nificent Youth Sunday.   
 
 

Sunday, May 22, 11:00 AM—
Immediately after church Dale 
and Audrey will be taking the 
Youth Group to the BEACH for 
the afternoon!  We will grab 
some lunch and head out for 
some fun in the sand.  Pray for 
nice, sunny weather!  We will 

return by 5:00 PM 
 
Sunday, May 29—It’s Memo-
rial Day Weekend!  Have a fan-
tastic holiday!  There will be no 
Youth Group or Sunday school 
for junior and senior high youth. 
 
Honoring our 4th Graders— 
On Sunday, May 8, our Fourth 
Graders were presentated with 
Bibles.  Congratulations!  This 
year's recipients are:  Hannah 
Aguirre, Dejia Jackson, Daphne 
Janko, and Annika LaBonte. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for making our 
Forest Grove Fun Run a suc-
cess! 
Thank you to all who attended 
or took part in the Fun Run on 
Saturday, April 16.  Maggies 
Buns provided great treats and 
we had a lovely morning walk-
ing through the blooming trees 
at EF Nursery!  Also, a big 
thank you to Tom and Natalie 
Epler for all their work! 
 
UPDATE ON OUR YOUTH 
SUMMER MISSION TRIP—
We have 16 kids and 4 chaper-
ones heading to White Swan, 
Washington this summer to 
"Learn and Serve" with the Ya-
kama Christian Mission.  Thank 
you to everyone for your contin-
ued interest and support of our 
Mission. 
 
2011 VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL— 
“Under Construction:  Building 
Faith!”  June 20-24, Monday 
through Friday from 9:00 AM to 
12:00 PM.  Mark this date on 
your calendars today.  It’s going 
to be an electrifying good time!   
If you have any questions, be 
sure to talk to Audrey. 
 
— Audrey Ouellette,  
     Program Coordinator 
 

Confirmation Class Schedule 
June 5, 11:30—Confirmation Work Day 

June 12, 10:00—Confirmation Sunday 

Youth Sunday, 
MAY 15 
 

A ll are welcome to join the 
Youth of Forest Grove 

UCC for Youth Sunday.  We 
will focus on Matthew 5:42-
44, and share our stories of 
learning to love our enemies 
and giving our best to others.  
Strong Wings and the Jubilate 
Bell Choir will play, so be sure 
to join us!  We look forward to 
sharing the blessings of wor-
ship with you. 



 

The Viewpoint — 6 

Vacation Bible School 2011 
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Volunteer opportunities are 
available every Sunday June 20 
through September 4 to be in-
volved with our Learning Com-
munity Children.  That’s only 
12 Sundays to supply teachers, 
and if everyone could take just 
one Sunday, we would be cov-
ered beautifully!  Every year our 
parents and members of the 
church help out with Sunday 
morning activities for our kids 
in pre-school to 3rd grade.  This 
gives a break to our teachers 
and provides others with a great 
opportunity to get to know some 
of our younger members.   
 
 

The expectation is to provide a 
bible lesson for the kids, reading 
a bible story, perhaps a discus-
sion or activity that goes along 
with the bible theme, and per-
haps a craft.  We have curricu-
lum ideas and we have TONS of 
supplies.  Usually the folks 
teaching the class also provide a 
small snack.  This really is a lot 
of fun and I would encourage 
everyone to take a Sunday.  It’s 
a great way to meet our kids and 
begin establishing relationships 
with them. 
 
 
 
 

Please sign up on the sign-up 
sheet in the Narthex and I will 
make sure you have the neces-
sary curriculum, back up, what-
ever you might need to make 
this a fun experience for you 
and our kids.  Nursery care will 
also be provided throughout the 
summer.  Thanks so much!     
 
—Audrey Ouellette, Program 
Coordinator 

Volunteer Opportunities abound for our Summer    
Learning Community 
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2011 Summer Camp Schedules  
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McCall, Idaho�

 
May 27 - 30 
Work Camp 

July 10 - 16 
Pilgrims ( grades 3 – 5) 

Sojourners ( grades 6 - 8) 

July 17 - 23 
 Exodus ( grades 9-12) 

September 3 - 5 
Family camp 
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Molalla, Oregon�

 

June 26 - July 2 
Genesis / Seekers  (finished grades 2 & 3) 

July 3 - 6 
Work Camp (age 18 and older) 

July 6 to July 9 
Family Camp  & Young Adult camp 

July 10 to 16 
Discoverers (finished grades 4 & 5) 

July 17 to 23 
Pathfinders & Sojourners (finished grades 6, 7, 

8) 

July 24 to 30 
Exodus (finished grades 9-12) 

You can register online at:  http://campadams.org.  If you have any questions or need other infor-
mation, please talk to Audrey.  There’s also a link on our website under “Youth Activities.”  
Thank you! 

Our Whole Lives (OWL) for Adults 
 
Our final class will be on Sunday, May 22 in the Senior High Room from 
11:30-1:00 PM.  Our Whole Lives is for any and all adults.  All OWL 
leaders have been trained and will lead us to a holistic and holy approach 
to who we are and how we operate.  Please join us—it will be fun!  If you 
have any questions, please call Sandy Freeman daytime (503) 357-6119, 
or evenings at 503-324-8655.  Childcare is available.   

— Sandy Freeman for Nurture Commission 
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Spring Assembly for 
Central Pacific Con-
ference—UCC 
 

A nnual Spring Assembly is 
set for May 20-21, and is 

being hosted by Highland UCC 
on NE Glisan in Portland, OR.  
The theme is “Imagine What’s 
Possible” for our present and 
future life together.  Keynote 
speaker will be our newly 
elected General Minister and 
President of the United Church 
of Christ, Rev. Geoffrey Black 
 
Our delegates from FGUCC, 
which include Amber Mather 
Hall, Ken Prickett, Laura Frye, 
Bev Maughan and Amy Waltz 
will be attending, as well as Pas-
tor Jennifer Yocum and other 
members of FGUCC, including 
Jerry Frye and Bob and Ruth 
Holznagel. You are welcome to 
attend as well.  For more infor-
mation please contact the church 
office. 
 

Wine Tasting Tour 
 

Your Nurture 
Commission is 
planning a wine 
tasting tour for 
Saturday, June 
25th.  More de-
tails will be pro-
vided as we finalize plans.   
 

White Water Raft-
ing Anyone? 
 

We have been given an enor-
mous opportunity to enjoy some 
White Water Rafting with the 
Imperial River Company in 
Maupin, Oregon.  If you would 
be interested in this adventure 
on September 1 and 2, 2011, 
please contact Audrey Ouellette 
or Tom Epler as soon as possi-
ble!  Thank you!   

 
 

Forest Grove Farmers’ 
Market opens on 

Wednesday, MAY 11, 
from 4-8 PM 

 
Please join members of the com-
munity at 3:50 PM on the corner 
of Main and 21st Avenue on 
Wednesday, May 11th to cele-
brate the opening of market sea-
son!   
 
The Market will be open May 
11– October 12, and is located 
on Main Street in the heart of 
downtown Forest Grove. The 

Market has grown significantly 
since opening in 2005 and now 
boasts between 1,800-2,500 
visitors each Wednesday! 
 
The Forest Grove Farmers   
Market is managed by Adelante 
Mujeres, and promotes a family-
focused environment with a La-
tino flair. Consequently, it at-
tracts individuals from all age 
groups, and with diverse back-
grounds and experiences. Addi-
tionally, the Market is a small-
business incubator for Adelante 
Mujeres sustainable farming 
program, and career and eco-
nomic development program.  
 
For more information you can 
go to their website at 
www.adelantemujeres.org. 
 

Upcoming Activities 
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Please remember Pat 
Rauscher as she con-
tinues to recover from 
recent surgery.  Pat is 
presently at the Mar-
quis in Forest Grove 
and welcomes visitors, 

calls and cards.  Also, remember Glenn 
Cooper as he continues chemotherapy treat-
ment; Dick Johnston, Lois Campbell, and 
any other members, friends and family of 
our church, not named here, who are home-
bound or who have other ongoing special 
needs. 

THANK YOU!    
Jerry Raushcher and his family would like 
to thank everyone for the overwhelming 
love and support and for everyone who 
helped Jerry with transportation every day 
that Pat was at OHSU.  Jerry is so very 
grateful—thanks again! 

Farewell to Marilyn Winterbourne— 

After living in Forest Grove for many years 
and being an active part of our church com-
munity, Marilyn is saying good-bye to us as 
she moves to Anaheim, California on May 
12.  We will miss Marilyn and her gifts for 
flower arranging as well as her lovely po-
ems.  Marilyn’s new address is Emerald 
Court, #375, 1731 West Med. Center Dr., 
Anaheim, CA  92801 

You are Invited to Attend First Christian 
Church Annual Salad Lunch, June 2 
 
Women are invited to attend this annual 
event to share fellowship, lunch and a very 
exciting program presented by Medical 
Teams International.  Please contact 
Jeannine Foster at FCC at 503-357-3521 or 
503-357-9476. 

 

Joys and Prayer Concerns 
WOMEN'S SPIRITUALITY RETREAT 
May 13 & 14— 
 
Join us at the church 
on Friday, May 13 at 
5:00 PM to cook a 
scrumptious meal de-
signed to improve our 
bodies’ health.  Our 
theme is "Self-Care" 
and we are starting the weekend off right!  Our week-
end is set to go from Friday at 5 until Saturday at 
4:00 pm. All women are encouraged to come and stay 
for the duration in order to cement the continuity of 
our group, although we will take each person with 
whatever they can give and however you can attend.  
If you have any questions or would like more infor-
mation, please contact Melissa Timm at blake-
melissa@frontier.com. 
 
If you have any questions or would like more infor-
mation, please call me at 503-359-0278 or email at 
blake-melissa@frontier.com 
 
— Melissa Timm 
Women's Spirituality Group Coordinator 
 

LARGE Screen TV Donation 
 

A number of people have inquired about the new, 
very large TV in Fellowship Hall.  Thanks goes to 
John Hock and his wife, Alana 
Graham for their very gener-
ous contribution of this TV.  
The TV came with a house 
they purchased recently and 
they decided it was too big for 
them.  John was very involved 
in the Forest Grove Chapter of Pflag, which used to 
meet here every month. 
 
Thank you John and Alana, for your generous dona-
tion! 
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Our FGUCC congrega-
tion is off to a great 
start in 2011 to help 
our community and our 
world. 
 
Homelessness— 
We've received a 
lovely letter from Son-
rise Church (Orenco 
Station), thanking our 
FGUCC for our contri-
butions to their shelter 
this past winter.  Ac-
cording to them, their 
shelter was able to 
serve 249 guests for a 
total of 3,602 bed stays 
during Dec 1, 2010 to 
Feb.28, 2011.  That's a 
lot of shelter from the 
winter elements that 
Sonrise was able to 
provide, in part be-
cause of our congrega-
tion's generous support.  
Thank you so much for 
your continued assis-
tance with the devastat-
ing problem of home-
lessness in our commu-
nity. 
 
Special Offerings— 
Thanks to all of you 
who donated money to 
our UCC's annual "One 
Great Hour of Sharing" 
special offering.  We 
brought in approxi-
mately $800 this year, 

despite our not having 
promoted the offering 
as well as in the past.  
Thanks to all of you 
who participated!  The 
money from this offer-
ing is used by the UCC 
to work with interna-
tional partners to pro-
vide support to health, 
education, refugee, ag-
ricultural, and emer-
gency relief initiatives 
throughout the world.  
Gracias, merci, danke! 
 
Baskets from 
Ghana— 

We are pleased to an-
nounce that once again, 
the Outreach Commis-
sion will be selling 
Ghanan Baskets once a 
month at the Forest 
Grove Farmers' Mar-
ket. The Farmers' Mar-
ket, which begins May 
11.  Come by and see 
us there.  We'll be 
seated alongside our 
FGUCC Best Team, 
like we did last year.  
All proceeds of the 

basket sales will go to 
Framework Interna-
tional, Seth Prickett's 
organization that builds 
schools in Ghana.  In 
the meantime, we'll 
also be selling baskets 
from time to time in 
the fellowship hall di-
rectly after church.  We 
hope to see you there! 
 
— Nancy Christoph,  
Outreach Commission 
member 
 

“The Blind Side” 

My wife Jeane re-
corded a movie called 
"The Blind Side" and 
has suggested to me 
several times that we 
should sit down and 
watch this together. 
Tonight was the night, 
and, like so many 
things, when she makes 
a suggestion I should 
know she is onto some-
thing that I will really 
respond to. She knows 
me well, and although 
she does not nag me, I 
should know that this 
sort of suggestion from 
her demands my imme-
diate attention. I'm still 
learning (as in "slow 
learner"). 
 
 

In this case the movie 
is about a homeless kid 
and a woman and fam-
ily that care. They dis-
cover him walking 
alone one chilly night 
and they stop to inquire 
further. He has no 
place to go, so they 
take him in and the 
story ensues. This dis-
carded kid becomes 
part of this family and 
realizes what he was 
capable of becoming 
all along because of 
one person who cares. 
It is a profound story, 
and we cried all the 
way through with tears 
of joy. 
 
As a Stephens Lay 
Minister I know that it 
is, for each of us, our 
job to care. The result-
ing miracle, which I 
have seen over and 
over again, then comes 
from God. Our caring 
activates grace. It's our 
calling as Christians to 
care. God works 
through us. And when 
we care we give life. 
We fulfill the plan. 
 
My mother was a 
member of and con-
tributor to the United 
Negro College Fund, 

Outreach Commission Spring News 
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the folks who's motto 
is, "A mind is a terrible 
thing to waste.”  I have 
given to it as well. The 
idea is simple: educate 
someone and they can 
enjoy a full and pur-
poseful life and con-
tribute to the general 
good of us all. They 
can achieve and be ful-
filled. The concept of 
that chokes me up. To 
see someone who has 
gone un-noticed, ig-
nored, and is left out is 
a terrible thing. Con-
versely, when someone 
(like the kid in the 
movie) crosses paths 
with someone who ca-
res, everything aligns. I 
get very emotional 
when I see that. It's 

like catching a fish, or 
scoring a goal, or win-
ning a championship, 
but it is so much more 
intense! It is a real hu-
man being, a child of 
God. Finding someone 
who cares creates in 
another the chance to 
realize they have a 
place and a reason and 
a life all their own—
that they are unique 
and even special. All 
because someone ca-
res.  
 
Thanks to the people 
who care and cared 
about me; it is some-
thing I have always 
had. I am over-
whelmed with grati-
tude for this gift given 

to me, and it is a gift, 
because you don't need 
to look very far until 
you see people who 
don't have this gift. So 
many people today 
have been neglected, 
or abused, or torn apart 
in some way. Many 
lack one caring person 
in their lives. It only 
takes one.  
 
This is especially true 
of people contending 
with homelessness. I 
think of it all the time: 
what would it be like 
to have no place of my 
own? To trespass 
whereever I went? And 
when you realize there 
are kids like that in 
Washington County, 

who are cold, alone, 
uncared for, connect-
ing one of those kids to 
someone who cares is 
no small thing.  
 
I hope we will all keep 
our eyes and ears open 
for an opportunity to 
care about someone 
who so needs what we 
can give. Simple car-
ing. It is no small 
thing. 
 
—Eric Canon (Chair) 
Interfaith Committee 
on Homelessness 
www.ahomeoftheirow
n.com 
(503) 357-3282 

Third Annual Rummage Sale  
July 29-30 
We are currently accepting donations 
for our next Rummage Sale.  In addi-
tion, we need volunteers to help with 
this important fund-raiser for our 
church.  Please contact the church 
office or Ken Prickett if you have 
donations and to find out how you 
can help with this event.  Thank you! 

— Ken Prickett, Coordinator 

 

The Viewpoint is published 
monthly by the Forest Grove 
UCC.  A full-color electronic 
version is available via e-mail.  
Send a request to 
elena@fgucc.org to be added 
to the email list.  The View-
point is edited and designed by 
Elena Parker 
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You love her.  She took care of you all of your life.  Now that she needs assistance, you're the 
one to do it.  But don't forget to take care of YOU, too! 
  
"Powerful Tools For Caregivers" is an educational pro-
gram designed to help family caregivers (no professional 
caregivers, please).  This program will help you take 
care of yourself while caring for a relative or friend. You 
will benefit from the class whether you are helping a par-
ent, spouse, friend, someone who lives at home, in a 
nursing home, or across the country. 
  
What does the class cover?  
 
This class will give YOU, the family caregiver, tools to: 
¨ Help you reduce stress�
¨ Communicate effectively with other family members, your doctor, and paid help�
¨ Take care of yourself�
¨ Reduce guilt, anger, depression�
¨ Help you relax�
¨ Make tough decisions�
¨ Set goals and problem-solve�
 
The class offered at Gentog will be presented by a Parish Nurse who has taught the class many 
times.  This class does not focus on specific diseases or hands-on caregiving for the care re-
ceiver.  The class was developed by Legacy Caregiver Services in Portland, OR and has been shown 
to reduce caregiver guilt, anger and depression; improve caregiver self-care and communication 
skills, and increase community service use. 
 
Mark your calendar!   

This six week series meets for 2 1/2 hours each week on: 
 
Wednesdays, May 18, 25 and June 1, 8, 15 and 22 
Time: 3:00 PM—5:30 PM 
Presented by:  Blanche Kobs, RN and Sue Green, RN 
  
Location:  Gentog - 11535 SW Durham Rd, Suite C5 - Tigard, OR  97224 
(Located in the Willowbrook Center at Hwy 99W & Durham Rd) 
  
Class size is limited, and registration is required.  There is NO fee for the class.  A donation to cover 
the cost of your book is appreciated.  Please call Gentog at 503-639-2600 to reserve your space.  

Thank you Deva Harris Williams for sharing this information with us. 

Powerful Tools For Caregivers 
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Save the Dates 
May 11-October 12—Forest Grove 
Farmers’ Market 
 
May 14-15—Women’s spirituality Re-
treat 
 
May 20-21—Central Pacific Confer-
ence UCC Spring Assembly at High-
land UCC.  Our delegates from 
FGUCC and Pastor Jennifer Yocum 
will be attending, and everyone from 
our church is invited to attend. 
 
June 20-24—Vacation Bible School 
 
July 29-30—Rummage Sale 
 
September 1-2—Rafting Trip 

 

Religious Study Group News 

O ur FGUCC Religious Studies group meets Wednesday 
mornings from 10 to 11 

AM.  On May 25, we’ll start our 
next book, Speaking Christian, by 
Marcus Borg.  A review of the book 
says, “Modern Christians are 
steeped in a language so distorted 
that it has become a stumbling block 
to the religion, says internationally 
renowned Bible scholar Marcus J. 
Borg. Borg argues that Christian-
ity’s important words, and the sa-
cred texts and stories in which those 
words are embedded, have been narrowed by a modern frame-
work for the faith that emphasizes sin, forgiveness, Jesus dy-
ing for our sins, and the afterlife. Here, Borg employs the 
“historical-metaphorical” method for understanding Christian 
language that can restore for us these words of power and 
transformation. For example, 

· Redemption: now narrowly understood as Jesus saving us 
from sins so we can go to heaven, but in the Bible it refers to 
being set free from slavery. 
 
· Savior: now refers to Jesus as the one who saves us from 
our sins, but in the Bible it has a rich and wonderful variety of 
meanings having nothing to do with the afterlife. 
 
Sacrifice: now refers to Jesus’s death on the cross as payment 
for our sins, but in the Bible it is never about substitutionary 
payment for sin. 
 
In Speaking Christian, Borg delivers a language for twenty-
first-century Christians that grounds the faith in its deep and 
rich original roots and allows it once again to transform our 
lives.”  The book costs about $18.00 (with shipping charges) 
if ordered online.  Please join us. 
 
— Pastor Jennifer Yocum 

Have you visited 
www.fgucc.org yet? 
 

You can find out basic information 
ranging from what time church starts, 
and our church address and other con-
tact information, to more relevant 
questions, such as what does our 
church believe?  What kind of activi-
ties are available at Forest Grove 
UCC?  What are the youth up to?  
What music groups are there at 
church, and what time are practices?  
When do Commissions meet?  Etc.  
Please contact us with any questions 
or concerns.  Thank you.  In the mean-
time, check it out at www.fgucc.org.  
For Facebook users, please go and 
“LIKE” our Facebook page (Forest 
Grove United Church of Christ organi-
zation). 
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Ushers in May 2011 
Bob Becker, Margie and Clay Actor and Blake 
Timm 
 
Acolytes 
May 1:  Daphne & Phoebe 
May 8:  Isaac & Sydney 
May 15:  Naomi & Nikaya 
May 22:  Dalton & Madeline  
May 29: Grace & Rebecca 
 
Youth Readers 
May 1:  Grace Ronan 
May 8:  Bailey Becker 
May 15:  YOUTH SUNDAY 
May 22:  Ruby Van Dyk 
May 29: Ethan Ouellette 
 
Adult Readers 
May 1:  Blake Timm 
May 8:  Myra Beeler 
May 15:  YOUTH SUNDAY 
May 22:  Ralph Brown 
May 29:  Carlene Krueger 
 
CAN Typists 
May 1: Bebe Schindler 
May 8: Melissa Timm 
May 15: PamelajeanMyers 
May 22: Malinda Alexander 
May 29: Bebe Schindler 
 
Transportation 
May 1:  Rob Foster & Mike Olson 
May 8:  Darrel Brady & Wendy White 
May 15:  Dick Lane & Chris Actor 
May 22:  Dale & Linda Feik 
May 29:  Ken Prickett & Jack Beu 
 
 
 
 

Scrip Schedule: 
May   1:  Jerry Frye 
May   8:  Pat Truax 
May 15:  Amy Waltz 
May 22:  BJ Jones 
May 29:  Margie Actor 
 
Flowers 
May   1:  Margerette Cooney 
May   8:  Marilyn Winterbourne 
May 15:  Megan Sowa & Barbara Strain 
May 22:  Laura & Jerry Frye 
May 29:  Royce Hostetler & Richard Poole 
 
Fellowship Hour 
Nurture Commission is responsible for fellowship 
hour during the month of May. 

COMMISSION  MEETINGS:   

All Commission meetings are the third Monday 
of the month (May 16 this month).  Please note: If 
you need childcare, please call the church office 
at 503-357-9121. 

Watch for upcoming enhancements to 
future issues of our monthly Viewpoint. 
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FOREST GROVE UNITED  CHURCH  OF CHRIST  
P.O. Box 265 
Forest Grove, OR  97116 
(503) 357-9121 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Mail label 
M INISTERS 

All Members of the Congregation  
 

Pastor 
Rev. Jennifer Yocum 
jennifer@fgucc.org 

 
Program Coordinator 

Audrey Ouellette 
Audrey@fgucc.org 

 
Director of Choirs 

SeungJin Bae 
 

Director of Handbell Choir  
Malinda Alexander 

 
Organist 

Howard Ashley 
 

Secretary and Editor 
Elena Parker  

elena@fgucc.org 
 

Sexton 
John Davis 

 
Sunday Worship Time 
10:00 AM (Sanctuary) 

 
Office Hours 

Monday-Friday:  9-4 
 

Mailing Address 
P.0. Box 265  

Forest Grove, OR 97116 
Phone: (503) 357-9121  
FAX: (503) 359-1462  

Website: www.fgucc.org 

B est wishes to all of 
you celebrating 

birthdays in May! 
 

Bob Shotwell 
Jo McDowall 
Dalton Burk 
Amy Becker 
Jarius Jackson 
Blake Timm 
Jon Hansen 
Dick Rogers 
Isaac Molin 
Jane Selberg 
Alisa Johnston 
Pat Truax 

Robert Lacock 
Tom Walsteed 
Ruth Scheller 
Loren Waltz 
Tamara Sandwisch 
MacKenzie Carey 

 
Happy Birthday! 


