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March 2011 

No matter who, no matter 
what, no matter where you 
are on life’s journey, you are 
welcome here! 
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The ViewpointThe ViewpointThe Viewpoint   
News from the Forest Grove 
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Have you visited www.fgucc.org yet? 
 

O ur new website is dynamic and user-friendly.  You can find out 
such basic information from what time does church start, and what 

is our church address and other contact information, to more relevant 
questions, such as what does our church believe?  What kind of activi-
ties are available at Forest Grove UCC?  What are the youth up to?  
Where is the Youth Mission Trip and when?  What music groups are 
there at church, and what time are practices?  When do Commissions 
meet?  And etc.  Please contact us with any questions or concerns.  
Thank you.  In the meantime, check it out at www.fgucc.org. 

For Facebook users, please go and “LIKE” our Facebook page (Forest 
Grove United Church of Christ Organization). 

Ash Wednesday Service, Wednesday,  
March 9, 7PM 

P lease plan to join us for this moving, powerful wor-
ship experience.  And on Wednesdays during Lent 

starting March 16, meet in the College Way lobby at 
5:15 PM for Lenten Spirals to walk the Labyrinth on 
College Way together. 
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I  realized this past Sunday 
evening, after watching the 

83rd Annual Academy Awards, 
that I was unlikely to receive an 
Oscar of my own.  It’s not that 
I’ve actually worked in the film 
industry, or even had real aspi-
rations in that direction, but the 
realization did dawn on me that, 
in all likelihood, I’m not going 
to walk the Red Carpet. 

Shortly after realizing this 
‘devastating’ conclusion, I was 
reminded of the other 
“impossible” things that I have 
accomplished—I was told I 
couldn’t sing, but became an 
award-winning songwriter; I 
used to pass out whenever I en-
tered a hospital room, but be-
came a therapeutic music spe-
cialist working with patients 
undergoing treatments; and I 
was told that there was no way I 
could be in ordained ministry, 
and that seemed to work out 
too. 

Lent is a time to consider the 
impossible.  Jesus’ ministry was 
impossible in so many ways. He 

healed acute and chronic dis-
eases, cast out demons, multi-
plied food. More significantly, 
this unlikely man, untrained as a 
scribe, unordained as a priest, 
without political position or 
wealth managed to speak a truth 
so profound that he attracted 
thousands of people to the idea 
of God’s radical love and desire 
for their inclusion and well-
being.  Jesus’ message survived 
his death, survived torture, sur-
vived organized oppression and, 
even more surprisingly and im-
possibly, continues to survive 
the institutional Church.  

In all the most important ways, 
Jesus demonstrated that the im-
possible goal, the thing you are 
told you cannot do, is the only 
goal that is worthwhile.  The 
achievable goal means that we 
are thinking too small.   

It’s great to have a goal to run a 
shelter for homeless people.  
How much greater is it to imag-
ine a day when no one has to 
fear homelessness anymore? 
It’s great to have a goal to re-
duce pollution or carbon emis-
sion.  How much greater is it to 
hold the goal of clean air, land 
and water for all?  Goals that 
only seek to modify behavior do 
not inspire us; they just seem 
like tasks to be done or burdens 
to carry. 

Lent can be a time to let our 
dreams encompass impossible 
goals such that our behaviors 
and our language and our whole 
countenances change as we lean 
into “the beauty of our 

dreams” (another quote from 
Eleanor Roosevelt.)  For this six 
weeks, could we give ourselves 
the gift of dreaming beautiful, 
impossible dreams? Can we live 
as if we were fully enlivened by 
those dreams such that the work 
and the sacrifice and the com-
munication about those dreams 
all felt like a gift we were giv-
ing to ourselves? 

I invite us all to let the Lenten 
season not be about what we are 
giving up, but what we are liv-
ing into, even if it’s just for this 
six short weeks.  I invite us to 
take the limits off of our hopes 
and entertain those 
“impossible” or “silly” ideas 
that will really make the world a 
better place. 

Who knows, that story might 
make a terrific movie some day.  
Amen. 

—Pastor Jennifer 

 

 

 

You must do the thing you think you cannot do.  Eleanor Roosevelt 
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“7 Stories You Need to Know” is a sermon series 
designed to highlight the essential teachings of our 
faith.  The seven stories highlight God’s presence in 
our lives and our own purpose in life through a pro-
gressive, UCC lens.  The stories are as follows: 

      (March 9) Ash Wednesday—Worship service  
 at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel. 

(March 13) Creation and Fall—Starting with 
“Genesis,” a word that means “beginnings,” 
we explore the cycle of creation and destruc-
tion/sin and restoration that we find our-
selves repeating on large and small scales in 
life and throughout time.  The Creation/Fall 
stories are told as narratives that give con-
text for human experience rather than ex-
plaining the science of evolution—therefore 
there is no conflict between the two!  Texts: 
Genesis 1:26-31a and Genesis 4:1-16. 

(March 20) The Flood—All generations and all 
cultures experience catastrophe; earth-
quakes, tsunamis, fires and floods. “Noah’s 
Ark” promises salvation and hope no matter 
what kind of disasters we face. Genesis 6:11
-22, 7:17-24, 8:14-22, 9:12-17. 

(March 27) The Exodus—While the Flood 
came about as a natural disaster, the evils of 
exploitation and slavery demonstrate the sin 
of human “hard-heartedness.”  In this story, 
God answers the cry of the people by send-
ing an unlikely savior to demand freedom 
and liberation, both of which are God’s will 
for all God’s people.  Exodus 3:1-10; 4:13-
15; 12:37-41; 14:9-14; 15:19-21. 

(April 3) Exile and Promise—The Israelite 
people experienced exile at least twice dur-
ing the history of the Hebrew bible.  As that 
land was promised by God, first to the chil-
dren of Abraham and then to the followers 
of Moses, exile seemed like certain evidence 

that God had abandoned the people.  But 
even at these lowest moments, God sent 
prophets who promised salvation.  Jeremiah 
6:22-30, Jeremiah 23:1-6 

(April 10) Sermon on the Mount—Does salva-
tion come from military victory or from con-
quering the pull of sin on the heart?  Jesus’ 
Sermon on the Mount is three chapters of 
sayings that take the “common courtesies” 
of life and completely transform them into 
radical expressions of love which really 
would create a new heaven and a new earth.  
Matthew 5:33-48 

(April 17) Palms and Passions—Healer, 
Teacher, Miracle Worker, Son of God, Sav-
ior/Charlatan, Traitor, Blasphemer, Insurrec-
tionist Lunatic.  This is the story of how the 
highest hopes for Jesus’ ministry were 
dashed to ruin and death. (Matthew 21:1-11; 
Matt 26:62-68; 27:22-23,45-54.) 

(April 21) Maundy Thursday—“Mozart’s 
Requiem” performance at 7:00 p.m. 

(April 22) Good Friday—Worship service at 
5:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

(April 23) Easter Day—But wait, there’s 
more?  Once again, life and love, hope and 
truth are restored; this time through a mys-
tery called “resurrection.”   Luke 24:1-12 

 

Sermon Series for Lent:   
7 Stories You Need to Know (Lent through Easter 2011) 
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G reetings to you all!  We wel-
come all voices to join us in 

ANY or ALL of our FGUCC 
choirs to explore and learn to sing 
and praise God in this safe and 
welcoming environment we cre-
ate. 
 
Rehearsal schedules for Sanctuary 
Choir for Mozart’s Requiem are 
listed below: 

Mozart's Requiem full rehearsals 
are on Thursdays (3/10, 3/24, 
4/7, 4/14) at 7:15-8:45 PM and 
the performance will be on 
Maundy Thursday, April 21 at 
7:00 PM, and The Call is at 6:00 
PM.  I would like to have all 
Sanctuary Choir singers partici-
pating at these rehearsals – please 
arrive on time as we are working 
on a masterpiece. 

Sanctuary Choir will continue re-
hearsals on Thursdays (3/3, 3/17, 
3/31) at 7:15-8:45 PM for all 
Sunday’s Choir Anthem pieces. 

Congratulations to Mozart's Req-
uiem Soloists!  Please calendar 
special rehearsals for your solos, 
which will be held with Howard 
in the Sanctuary at 6:45-7:15 PM 
on Thursdays (3/10 for No. 8) 
and (3/24 for No. 11). 

Thank you for all your participa-
tion in bringing this music alive in 
the FGUCC community, SeungJin 
Bae, Director of Choirs 

Gospel Choir:  Rehearsals are on 
Sundays (3/6 & 3/20) at 11:30 
AM-12:30 PM and rehearsal/
service is on Sunday (3/27) at 
9:30-11 AM 
 
Children's Choir:  Rehearsals 
are on Sundays (3/6 & 3/20) at 9-
9:30 AM. 
 
Let's sing and praise God's good 
words, 
 
— SeungJin Bae, Director of 
Choirs 

All voices Welcome to 
our Choirs! 

 

Coffee Shop Ministry 
Swing by BJ’s on Wednesdays from 3:00-
4:30 PM to say hi to Pastor Jennifer.  If 
you are a friend or visitor to our church 
(not yet a member) your beverage is on the 
house—the House of God, that is.  See you 
there! 

First Sunday Activities 
The first Sunday of each month, in addition to celebrat-
ing communion, we also share in giving back and re-
ducing our carbon footprint.  Canned food and non-
perishable items can be brought to church and placed in 
the barrel in front of the bulletin boards in the Narthex.  
Food is then taken to the St. Vincent DePaul Food Pan-
try operated out of  St. Anthony’s Church.  The Pantry 
helps supply food baskets to low income families.  Our 
BEST (Be Earth Stewards Today) team sponsors our 
Recycling program.  Plastic items that cannot be recy-
cled curbside are collected, along with batteries, cell 
phones, ink cartridges, and many other items.  Check 
out the list on the bulletin board or check it out at 
www.fgucc.org.   
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Youth Activities in March 
Update on our Youth 
Group Mission Trip 
 

W e are now up to 15 kids 
and 4 chaperones heading 

out to White Swan, Washington 
this summer to "Learn and Serve" 
with the Yakama Christian Mis-
sion.  A huge thank you goes out 
to David and Belinda Bell for 
joining us on February 27 and 
sharing about their mission work.  
We discovered we will be bunk-
ing in an old log church, serving 
at a homeless shelter, helping at a 
Co-op, and working on a farm.  
Given it will be harvesting sea-
son, we will also have an oppor-
tunity to enjoy the fruits of our 
harvest:  fresh peaches, tomatoes, 
beans, and corn!  There will also 
be chances to explore our own 
preconceptions about race and 
class and challenge ourselves.  
Thank you to everyone for your 
continued interest and support of 
our Mission.   
 
March is FLAMINGO month!  
We are raising money to attend 
our Learning and Serving trip 

this summer at the Ya-
kama Christian Mis-
sion, and we thought 
we would have some 
fun in the process!  
We hope all our 
church members and 
neighbors will too!  
This is how it will 
work: 
 
On Sunday, March 6, 
the Youth Group will 
be selling Flamingo 
Anti-Flocking Insur-
ance for $20.  This 
guarantees that your 
yard will remain Flock
-free.  
 
On Sunday, March 13, the 
Youth Group will continue to sell 
Anti-Flocking Insurance, and we 
will start taking orders for peo-
ple's yards to be flocked by these 
adorable, silly pink-feathered 
friends!  You can order a dozen 
flamingos for just $10 or 24 for 
$15.  Fill out the form at church, 
tell us whose yard you would like 
sprinkled with pink flamingos, 
and we will do the rest.  On 

Thursday evening, 
March 17, our youth 
will start spreading 
the fun! If your yard 
happens to be Fla-
mingo Flocked, the 
pretty birds will re-
main on your lawn 
for 24 hours and then 
be picked up free of 
charge.  If you would 
like to send on your 
lovable flock to an-
other friend, all we 
ask is a donation to 
our youth group mis-
sion trip.  
 

On Sunday, March 20 we will 
also be taking more orders for the 
Flamingo Flocking.  Remember, 
this is all being done in good 
spirit.  Thank you all for your 
sense of humor and support!   
 
If you have any questions, please 
see Audrey Ouellette, Program 
Coordinator.  Thank you every-
one for your generosity and en-
thusiasm for our Youth!  [503-
758-4114]  

Confirmation Class Schedule 
March 13, 11:15—Immediately following church the confirmation class will head to the Bilal Mosque in 
Beaverton for afternoon prayers.  We will grab lunch on the way (please bring your own lunch if fast food 
will not work for you).  Prayers start at 12:30 PM and there will be some time after-
wards to learn more about Islam with members of the Mosque.  The plan is to return to 
church by 3:00 PM.  Here is the link for more information about the Mosque: http://
bilalmasjid.net/. 
 

April 8-9— Overnight Retreat at Camp Adams! 

June 5, 11:30—Confirmation Work Day 

June 12, 10:00—Confirmation Sunday 
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We would like to invite you to 
join the BISTRO CLUB and 
become a member of a group of 
people in the church. The pur-
pose is to have fun and get to 
know your fellow members in a 
new way, make new connections 
and find out new things about 
each other. 
 
A group consists of 8 adults of 
mixed generations, singles or 
couples, to get together at least 4 
times during the year to enjoy 
socializing and getting to know 
one another better than simply 
saying "Hello" on Sunday morn-
ings.  
 
You will be assigned to a group 
of 8. It can be for dinner, brunch, 
BBQ, a picnic in the park, going 
to a theater, dessert or whatever 
you decide. If it's dinner at your 
house, the host usually provides 
the main course and the others 
bring side dishes, wine, or des-
sert. There will be an organiza-

tional meeting on Sunday April 3 
after church at around 11:30 AM 
to meet your group and decide 
who will have the first meeting, 
what time it will be and what 
type of event it will be. Bring 
your calendars to schedule future 
Bistro Club dates. 
 
Some people who have older 
children have mentioned that 
they would like to join but would 
like to include their children. 
Perhaps we could form a group 
of those too. Or a suggestion was 
made to form a group of older 
children to get together at the 
same time as an adult group was 

meeting so they could have their 
own Bistro Club.  These are 
some of the details we can dis-
cuss at our April 3 meeting. 
 
For those of you with young chil-
dren, we have is a list of respon-
sible teens who are happy to 
babysit. Pease talk to Audrey 
Ouellette to find out more about 
childcare.   
 
Marie Mather and I are taking 
sign-ups during the fellowship 
hour after church this month. 
Please come and let us know that 
you would like to be included. 
We would especially like some 
of the younger adults and new-
comers to join.  If you have any 
questions or need more informa-
tion, please call me at 503-359-
1372.  Thank you! 
 
— Sue Groszmann 

Join us at the Bistro Club 

Our Whole Lives (OWL) for 
Adults schedule ! 

 
OWL classes continue to 
meet in the 6-7-8 classroom 
in the Learning Community 
right after church from 11:30-
1:00.  Our Whole Lives is for 
any and all adults.  All OWL 
leaders have been trained and 
will lead us to a holistic and 
holy approach to who we are 

and how we operate.  If you have any questions, 

please call Sandy Freeman daytime (503) 357-
6119, or evenings at 503-324-8655.  Childcare is 
available.   
 
Here’s the schedule of remaining classes: 
 
March:  13th and 27th 
April:  10th and 17th 
May:  22nd 
 
— Sandy Freeman for Nurture Commission 
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The Women's Spirituality Group is planning ahead 
for the next few months.  Please be sure to mark 
these special dates on your calendar. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
¨ AN EVENING OF PRAYER AND 

VESPERS—March 6, 4:00 PM 
Join us this Sunday, March 6 for a trip to Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Trappist Abbey to hear their 5:30 PM 
vespers service.  We will meet at FGUCC at 4 PM 
so we can carpool.  It is about a 40 minute trip, and 
we will arrive in time to look around the beautiful 
grounds and perhaps enjoy some silent prayer be-
fore the service.  The Abbey is located at (9200 
Northeast Abbey Road, Lafayette, OR 97111, (503) 
852-0107) 
 

On the way home the group will stop for dinner at a 
restaurant before returning to the church.  Come join 
us in preparing our hearts for the Lenten season. 
 
 

¨ INDIA NIGHT—April 13, 7:00 PM 

Join us Wednesday, April 13 at 7 PM in the Chapel 
for India night, led by Bonnie McDowell.  Drink 
Chai tea, and eat nan, listen to some Indian music 
and see Bonnie's slides from India.  If you have any 
items from India, including a Sari, please feel free to 

add to the cultural flair.  For this evening the dress is 
a fitted blouse and a skirt without an elastic waist-
band (we hope to fit everyone with a Sari). 
 
Please bring your ideas for the May Women's Spiri-
tuality Retreat as we will spend a bit of time plan-
ning this. 
 
 
¨ WOMEN'S SPIRITUALITY            

RETREAT May 13 & 14 
 
As we hoped, the "Learn from our Sisters" gathering 
in February bore fruit, and the seeds are the theme 
of our next Women's 
Spirituality Retreat.  
The theme is "Self 
Care."  The nice 
thing is that it is a 
theme that we all 
need and is encom-
passing of the many gifts of our sisters.  Join us at 
the church at 5 PM on Friday, May 13th to cook to-
gether a scrumptious meal designed to improve our 
body's health.  Our time may encompass meditation, 
music making, craft making, chocolate truffle mak-
ing (if chocolate doesn't fall in the category of "self 
care" then what does?), yoga, a Reike session . . . 
and whatever else our group can bring to our plans 
over the next few months.  The retreat is designed to 
go from 5 PM Friday, May 13th-4pm Saturday, May 
14th.  We encourage everyone to come and stay for 
the duration in order to cement the continuity of our 
group, although we will take each person with what-
ever she can give and however she can attend. 
 
If you have any questions or would like more infor-
mation, please call me at 503-359-0278 or email at 
blake-melissa@frontier.com 
 
— Melissa Timm 
Women's Spirituality Group Coordinator 

Women’s Spirituality Events 
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New Member Class:  Sunday, March 27, 11:15 AM to 1:00 PM 
 

Welcome New Members!  Are you interested in joining our church?  Curi-
ous about what membership means?  Please plan to join us Sunday after-
noon, March 27 for an orientation to Forest Grove UCC and the United 
Church of Christ.  Learn about our history, the story of the UCC, and all the 
joys church can offer!  Reception for new members will occur during Wor-
ship on Sunday, April 10.   
 
For more information, please see Pastor Jennifer or call 503-357-9121. 

Save the Dates 
Sunday, March 6: 
¨ 1st Sunday Recycling with BEST Team and Food on 

the 1st for Elijah’s Barrel 
¨ Flamingo Mission Trip Fundraising begins 
¨ Women’s Spirituality field trip to Our Lady of Gua-

dalupe Trappist Abbey in Lafayette, OR 
 
March 13, 11:15 AM—Confirmation Class Field trip to 
Bilal Mosque in Beaverton 
 
March 20-27—Spring Break and Flamingo Mission 
Trip Fundraiser 
 
April 5, 1:30-6:30 PM—Blood Drive (Fellowship Hall) 
 
April 16— 5k Walk-Run through EF Nursery  
 
May 3, 12 Noon—Senior Lunch with “The Greats” The 
Gutsy Gas Bags Reader Theater Troupe 
 
May 20-21—Central Pacific Conference UCC Spring 
Assembly at Highland UCC 
 

 

Wednesday, April 9, 7PM—Ash Wednes-
day service in the Chapel 
 
Lenten Spirals—Wednesdays during Lent at 
5:30 PM (begins March 16) 
 
April 17, 10 AM Palm-Passion Sunday 
10 AM Worship service  
 
April 21,  Maundy Thursday, Mozart’s 
Requiem performed by the Sanctuary Choir 
(Sanctuary) 
 
April 22, Good Friday, Service at 5:30 PM 
(Sanctuary) 
 

April 24, Easter Day 
¨ Sunrise worship service at Bette and Ken 

Prickett’s home at 5:45 AM 

¨ 10:00 AM Easter Day service  

¨ 11:00 AM Easter Day Egg Hunt 



 

The Viewpoint — 9 

Have you seen the ads to Ban the 
Bag, by eliminating the use of 
plastic bags in Oregon and 
worldwide?  Many countries and 
states have already Banned the 
Bag, and we invite you to take 
the pledge to Go Green for Lent 
and Ban the Bag by replacing 
single use plastic bags with reus-
able shopping bags.  
 
Top Ten Reasons to Ban the 
Bag: 
 
1. We use approximately 

2,000,000,000,000 plastic 
grocery bags worldwide per 
year;  

2. Plastic bags carry 80% of a 
nation's groceries and each 
person uses approximately 
300 bags per year;  

3. We use approximately 
250,000 barrels of oil per 
year to produce the plastic 
grocery bags,  

4. Lower gas prices at the 
pump, if we use less prod-
ucts made of petroleum,   

5. Plastic grocery bags produce 
1,500,000 tons of extra gar-
bage;  

6. Plastic grocery bags pro-
duces 8,500,000 tons of CO2, 
which impacts our environ-
ment;  

7. Toxins from photo-
degradation (break-down of 
plastic bags) end up in our 
soil, water ways and food 
supply. About 1 million sea-
birds, and 100,000 whales, 
seals, turtles and other ma-
rine animals are killed by 
plastic bags each year world-
wide;  

8. Plastic grocery bags that end 
up in a landfill will stay in-
tact for thousands of years 
and are not biodegradable;  

9. Half of the electricity used in 
the manufacturing of plastic 
bags comes from coal fired 
power plants;  

10. The other half of the electric-
ity needed to make plastic 
bags is generated by nuclear 
energy, which causes radio-
active waste. 

 
As an alternative, your BEST 
team is offering for sale an 
FGUCC insulated and reusable 
shopping bag which can be pur-
chased after church every Sun-
day at the Equal Exchange Cof-
fee, Tea and Chocolate Table.  
We think you’ll enjoy the con-
venience and earth stewardship 
of having your own insulated 
shopping bag.  The cost is $8 
each ($2 off the regular price). 
 
For more information on the 
World Wide Ban the 
Bag,  visit:  http://
banplasticbag.org/  

For more information on the 
Oregon Campaign to Ban the 
Bag:  http://
www.banthebagspdx.com/?
p=137  
 
—Claudia Weber, Chair, BEST 
Team Be Earth Stewards Today! 
 
 

Stop the Junk Mail 
Today! 
 
We received a tip from Ellaine 
Whisler on how to stop junk 
mail.  This is through an online 
service that will tell merchants to 
stop sending their catalog, thus 
saving tons of paper and trees. 
You just have to register at 
www.catalogchoice.org. I've 
tried it and it really works. 

—Ellaine Whisler 

“Go Green" for Lent  
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A Fiesta of Hope 
 

You are invited to attend A Fiesta 
of Hope.  Adelante Mujeres cele-
brates Her Stories in Honor of 
International Women’s Day on 
Saturday March 5, 2011, at 6:30 
PM at Walters Cultural Arts Cen-
ter, 527 E. Main Street, Hills-
boro, OR.  Come join in the fun! 
Help us celebrate Adelante Mu-
jeres programs and participants. 
Enjoy a silent auction and a short 
program, a Salsa dance lesson to 
prepare for live salsa music, as 
well as abundant hors d’ oeuvres, 
desserts, and local beer & wine!  

For tickets or information please 
call 503.992.0078 or email 
info@adelantemujeres.org 
 
Volunteer for 
“Ready to Read” 
 

Adelante Mujeres and the Forest 
Grove City Library are seeking 
volunteers to assist with monthly 
“Ready to Read” early literacy 
trainings. The trainings will take 
place in the Rogers Room at the 
Forest Grove City Library on 
March 9, April 13 and May 11 
from 5:30 PM to 6:30 PM. Vol-
unteers will read with children, 

assist with activities and learn 
more about volunteer opportuni-
ties with Adelante Mujeres. If 
you would like to attend one of 
these sessions or are interested in 
learning more please contact Car-
rie Pederson, (503) 992-0078 or 
cpederson@adelantemujeres.org. 
 

Events and Opportunities in the Community 

 

Prayer Concerns— 

Please continue to remem-
ber Carol Brown as she re-
covers from recent; surgery; 
Karen Thias, who is recov-
ering from a broken foot, 
and Glenn Cooper as he 
continues chemotherapy 
treatment; also please re-
member Dick Johnston, 
Betty Lancaster, Gerald and 
Frances Engelen, Marge and 
Larry Fick, Colin Dreher 

and his family, Bob and 
Dorothy Schlegel, Lois 
Campbell, and any other 
members, friends and fam-
ily of our church, not named 
here, who are homebound or 
who have other ongoing 
special needs. 

Sympathy—Our hearts go 
out to Julie Larson upon the 
recent death of her father.  
Please keep Julie and her 
family in your thoughts and 
prayers during this difficult 
passage. 

Joys and Prayer Concerns Lenten Spirals are Back! 

P lease join Pastor Jennifer and friends 
for a walk on the labyrinth, next to 

Old College Hall, on the Wednesdays dur-
ing Lent, at 5:15 PM.  We will gather in 
the church office lobby at 5:10.  If the 
weather doesn’t cooperate (we’ve been 
lucky for the past three years now!) we 
will move our meditation to the Chapel. 
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We are pleased to an-
nounce that we have a 
great group of commis-
sion members this year 
including Ralph Brown 
(chair), Deva Harris, BJ 
Jones, Kristinoel 
Ludwig, Ellaine 
Whisler, Steve Whisler, 
Phil Zapf and Nancy 
Christoph.  We are still 
looking for a youth 
member to join us 
though, so if you are 
interested, please let ei-
ther Ralph Brown or 
Dale Feik of Human 
Resources know.  Thank 
you so much. 

One of our first events 
of 2011 will be our an-
nual "One Great Hour 
of Sharing" special 
offering, scheduled for 
April 3, and the theme 
this year is “Sharing 
Brings Joy to us, to oth-
ers, to God.”  Donations 
generated during the 
“One Great Hour of 
Sharing” help support 
the UCC’s work with 
international partners to 
provide such things as 
clean water and food, 
education and health 

care, and even small 
business micro-credit. 
The OGHS fund also 
helps domestic and in-
ternational ministries 
provide disaster prepar-
edness and response.   
Please keep an eye out 
for a letter from our 
commission about this 
opportunity, and give as 
you are able.   
 
In gratitude to this 
church’s good works,  
 
—Nancy Christoph 
 
 

Family Bridge 
Update 
 
We are beginning the 
month of March with 
our first hosting of the 
year. We have three 
families, each consisting 
of a mother and her 
children.  There are 
seven children, four 
boys and three girls, 
ranging in age from two 
to eight years. 
 
As always, I want to 
express my deepest ap-
preciation for our won-
derful corps of volun-
teers, who make my job 
relatively easy.  We 
have two new overnight 
volunteers, Kelsey 
Galago (a Pacific stu-
dent), and Maureen 
Jackson.  I am particu-

larly grateful for them 
as some of our usual 
volunteers are unavail-
able this time around.  
Bob Browning has vol-
unteered the band to 
host the dinner on Tues-
day, which makes me 
think that maybe there 
could be other groups 
within the church com-
munity who might like 
to get together and host 
a dinner sometime in the 
future.  It’s always fun 
to have an opportunity 
to meet and interact 
with our guests. 
 
Transportation coordi-
nator Loren Waltz is 
sunning in Hawaii, but 
as usual, he has organ-
ized our drivers so that 
everything runs 
smoothly in spite of his 
absence.  As a member 
of the Family Bridge 
Board, he also has been 
instrumental in adding 
new churches to our 
host church list.  This 
year, we will probably 
host only every eight or 
nine weeks, as opposed 
to the seven-week rota-
tion we have been on in 
the past. Thanks, Loren, 
you are a gem! 
 
— Myra Beeler 
Family Bridge Coordi-
nator 
 
 

Sonrise Church 
Emergency Shel-
ter Closes for the 
Winter 
Sonrise Church closed 
its winter shelter on 
March 1, after being 
open every day since 
November 1.  In the 
process of doing exit 
interviews it became 
quite apparent that the 
majority of their guests 
will once again be going 
back to living outside in 
the elements. To that 
end, it would be great to 
be able to bless these 
guests and re-supply 
them with camping 
gear.  Below is a list of 
needed items.  If you 
would like to help, 
please bring any of the 
following supplies to 
the church and we will 
see that these items 
reach those people in 
need.  Thank you for 
your ongoing support! 
 
¨ 2-3 man tents with 
rain-fly (Bi-Mart or Big 
5 for under $50.00) 
¨ 5# sleeping bags 
(about $40.00) 
¨ Pillows 
¨ 12'x16'  green or 
brown tarps (Lowes has 
heavy duty ones for 
about $35.00) 
¨ Large backpacks 
¨ Carry-on size suit-
cases on wheels 

Outreach & Mission News 
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Ushers in March 2011 
Rod Burrus, Carol Olson, Marie Mather and 
Jeannine Murrell 
 
Acolytes 
March   6:  Isaac & Sydney 
March 13:  Naomi & Nikaya 
March 20:  Dalton & Madeline 
March 27:  Grace & Rebecca 
 
Youth Readers 
March   6:  Ethan Ouellette 
March 13:  Emma Hansen 
March 20:  Grace Ronan 
March 27:  Levi Ouellette 
 
Adult Readers 
March   6:  Carl Heisler 
March 13:  Winnie Beu 
March 20:  Pete Truax 
March 27:  Gini Petersen 
 
CAN Typists 
March   6:  Bonnie McDowell 
March 13:  Tamara Sandwisch 
March 20:  Bebe Schindler 
March 27:  Melissa Timm 
 
Transportation 
March   6:  Geoff Johnston 
March 13:  Darrel Brady & Wendy White 
March 20:  Loren Waltz 
March 27:  Dale and Linda Feik 
 
Scrip Schedule: 
March   6:  Tamara Sandwisch 
March 13:  Jerry Frye 
March 20:  Pat Truax 
March 27:  Amy Waltz 
 
 
 
 
 

Flowers 
March   6:  Jennifer Smith 
March 13:  Sharon Ronan 
March 20:  Timm Family for Hannah’s 3rd birthday 
March 27:  Gwen & Bob Sager 
 
Fellowship Hour 
Caring Team is responsible for fellowship hour dur-
ing the month of March. 

COMMISSION  MEETINGS:   

All Commission meetings are the third Monday 
of the month (March 21 this month).  Please note: 
If you need childcare, please call the church of-
fice at 503-357-9121. 

The Viewpoint is published monthly by the Forest 
Grove UCC.  A full-color electronic version is avail-
able via e-mail.  Send a request to elena@fgucc.org 
to be added to the email list.  The Viewpoint is edited 
and designed by Elena Parker 

Watch for upcoming enhancements to 
future issues of our monthly Viewpoint. 
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FOREST GROVE UNITED  CHURCH  OF CHRIST  
P.O. Box 265 
Forest Grove, OR  97116 
(503) 357-9121 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Mail label 
M INISTERS 

All Members of the Congregation  
 

Pastor 
Rev. Jennifer Yocum 
jennifer@fgucc.org 

 
Program Coordinator 

Audrey Ouellette 
Audrey@fgucc.org 

 
Director of Choirs 

SeungJin Bae 
 

Director of Handbell Choir  
Malinda Alexander 

 
Organist 

Howard Ashley 
 

Secretary and Editor 
Elena Parker  

elena@fgucc.org 
 

Sexton 
John Davis 

 
Sunday Worship Time 
10:00 AM (Sanctuary) 

 
Office Hours 

Monday-Friday:  9-4 
 

Mailing Address 
P.0. Box 265  

Forest Grove, OR 97116 
Phone: (503) 357-9121  
FAX: (503) 359-1462  

Website: www.fgucc.org 

B est wishes to all of 
you celebrating a 

birthdays in March 
 
Christine Kidd 
Sue Groszmann 
Lance Fredericks 
Jayden Maloch 
Angie Burrus 
Mairi Scott Aguirre 
Yvonne Stacey 
LaRoy LaBonte 
Lois Johnston 
Amy Waltz 
Robin Dickinson 
Caitlin Maloch 
Sondra Janko 
Audrey Ouellette 
Hannah Timm 

Daryl Maloch 
Malinda Alexander 
Phoebe Janko 
Dick Johnston 
Paul Edwards 
Ethan Ouellette 
Mura Birdsall 
Jan Maloch 
 
Happy Birthday! 


